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MISSIONARY CAMPAIONER.

of missions in tlat continent To this i>eriod belongs the
Koigo Free State, organized in 1884, aîid, in fact, evEry anc
of the grent devclopincnts of African occupation, civiliza-
tion, evangeli7ation

1'hese are a few only of thc doors, wide and effectui,
opcned before the mnessenger of thc Cross during the sixty
years of this niemorable reign. lut who shahl tell liow
obstacles have subsided, as thîougli the continents hiad sud-
denly sunk b)elow the sea-level, and sa lut in the Gospel
flood' Read IDr. %Vilson's -'Memioir," and learni how,
under Ilrîtiç'î rule in India, the nionstrous statue, child
nmurder, and three score more af cruelties and outrages have
been abolished or essentially controlled !" ()alu's idols
ire no inore." Fiji's cannibals have been transformied ijîto
Christian disciples. WVestern Polyniesia is evangelized, ai.d
is now evanlgeli,.itig unenlightencd territory.

S 1 AT1>1 KS~ -- But it is impîjossible to formi an> ruai con-
cepitioni af the advance of Christiani missions ivithout a1
resort ta ,,umbers. 'l'lie latest authoritative statistics givi-
us the follcrwinig aîîproxiniate estiniates:

'l'le total esjîenditure for foreign missidns duriiig 1896
iwas, (rin reported g1fts, ab)out f,00,000 sterling. The
whole stnubr af ordained missionaries is about 4,.300 ; Of
laynian, -,5oo ; married wvomieî, 4,200 ; and unmarried,
3,300 ; this gives a total inissioîîary force, froni Christianî
lanids, ofi 14,300. Mlission chîîrches have theniselves given
to the wvork 3,350 ordaiîîed natives, aîîd Over 51,700
native helpers, rnaking a grand surnmary of nearly 70,000
actually e'ngagc'd in the~ ior/d's evangelization, in saine
21,000 mfissioni stations, anîd sustained by a body of
1, 115,000 native conmmunicants, that stand for five times as
nany adherents; 62,ooo commîunicants were added in 89b,'
aiîd there are i8,ooo schools, with, a tatal of about 700,000

îupils. Now, if we remneîîber that nearly ai this aggre.
gate represelîts a treatio ut o n? ot/,in, during these sixty
years, we can get sanie idea af tic missionary advance of
the Victorian era.

MNuch tlit periaiiis to this cra defies alîke description
and detectiori. Fherc are changes, quite as stupendous as
any ive have chrouîîcled, whicli have no history and can-
not have. TIhe restraints of persecution of social ostracisni
hinder rnany fraîîî confesliPng Christ, wvho really believe in
1 lim. TFhe underiinng is goîng or, anîd the ver> grouind is
being hoiieyconibed, where îîo surface inîdicationîs exist.
But we fuel persuaded that God's tinie may be mucli nearer
rin we think, wheii, as with a sudden explosion or
upheaval, the kingdoni of darkness shaîl give way, and He
whose right it is first to overrule and theîi to rule, shall take
the sceptre into His own bands. Would that Ilis Church
could se lier gloriaus opportuiiity and prove lierself in
gifts of mcen and riaiiey, in service aiîd sacrifice, equal ta
ber resj:onsibility'

Aniong tie mîaîîy inatters wliiclî ought ta be treated iii
such a record as this, is the niarvellous change wliich lias
taken place in the Chiurch i/scdfduring thîs ca. hIidiffer-
ence anîd ignorance as ta miîssions largely prevailed in 1837;
iîow, behald the Clîurcli as a body, araused, Iargely faniiliar
%with the story of missions and systematically orgaiiized for
the promotioni of this divine enterprise. Again, consider
that the Lileraffire of Missions is almost exclusively the
creatioîî of the Vîctorian era. There are, it is safe ta say,
a thousand tinies as inany books on missions in 1897 as in
1837 . in fact, mîore are now produced iii teîî years than
weie in u\istence sixty years ago.-ifissiontzri Aevieu' of ili
1I *>r/rd.

One Year's Triumphant March.
Aï our request Mir Jaines Simnpson, Secretary of the

Toronto Methodist Y. P>. U., JLterary Vire-Prcsidcnt of
Toronîto East District, and an active wvorker in the Mis-
s;onary I)epartnmcnt of the Pirliamnent Street Epworth
League, lias writtcn the following:

It ib only within recent yti.rs that tie Church of Christ
lias feit intcested cnough ini fareigtn missions to aid in this
great wark with an earnestness that should have character-
i/ed it ail tlirough the ninetccnth century. TIhc work along
this line in this, the last, decade has been renîarkable, and
owing to the inany agencies at work is assuming propor-
tions that are ccrtainly tending to makc the movement
more effective. Wliile wc are inclined to look upon the
rnissionary mavement iri its broader sense, as affecting the
heathen world, it is encouraging to notice the rapid pro.
gress arotind aur own districts in the means of clearing the
way for more workers to be sen, forth. WVhat lias 1been
accoml)lislied I)y some of our Young People's societies
during the past year is a strang indication o.' a growing
iilterest, and yet the fl'-t cannot be overlooked that aur
societies assume a state of lethargy towards the movement
which tends to denden their influence and paralyse their
Christian growth.

What can be accomplisied, iii one year by one saciety is
sIt(..-n in the yearly report of the Missionary Committee of
the Parliament Street Methodist Church, and which is more
striking owing ta the fact that this sccîery bas for its memi-
bership a class of young people, who have ta practice self-
denial in grder ta contribute as they are doing at the present
time. At the close of the year commencing May sst, 1895,

until the sanie date the following ycar, this society had only
contributeci $25 ta the General Mission Fund of the
Church. At the commencement of the following year the
niembers began ta take a deepe.r interest in this important
branch of their work, and pledged themselves ta contribute
$8o ta the general fund-an increase af $55 over the previaus
year. This pledge looked encauraging, but it was thought
by some ta be beyond tie giving capacity of the member-
shilp, and doubted iks reali7ation. Tiro weeks aftcr this
pledge, it was arranged with two of the studeîits from
Victoria Callege ta address the saciety on the Young
1>eople's Forward Movement for Missions. After Mr. Barrie
had explained the object of tue move:neýit, and appealed
ta the young people ta assist them in their great er.terprise,
a meeting of the Missionary Coniittee wvas called, and it
was decided ta adopt the principle of systematic giving as
proposed by Brother Barrie, and the members were askcd
to contribute, over and above what they had already
pledged, ta the general fund. So encouraging was the
resuit that $So %vas guaranteed ta help on the work in this
connectil)n.

Thraugh the year enthusiastic nîissionary meetings were
lield eery month, and the young people became deeply
iîiterested in missions. The only drawback at this time
was the scarcity of missionary literature, which is essential
to sustain interest which will prove lasting and effective.
T1he Missionary Committee then met, and decided ta ask
for contributions ta purchase books for a missionary
library, and through this agency, assisted by a collection
at a subsequent social gathering, $25 more was raised for
this purpose. At the end of the year, when the annual
report wvas made, it was found that inbtead af $8o ta the
General Fund $90 Iîad been collected, and that instead of
$5o ta the Students' Forward Movemenm $58 had been


