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t ioe have priapism. (This ýpapor will be found,
imong our original communications.)

Dr. OSLER remarked that he did not see any
good physiological grounds for supposing that
the individual mentioned in the report was

.necessarily incapable of having an erection, as
this act was, in a measure, independent of the
brain, and, as shown by Goltz, could be excited
reflexly in animals whose spinal cords were cut
in, the dorsal regions. The erector centre is
believed. to be situated in the lumbar cord.
Physiologists very generally believe that there
is no satisfactory evidence of the connection of
the cerebellum with the sexual funetions; in-
deed the experiments of Eckhard go to show
:that the central stimuli exciting the act of erec,
tion pass not along the cerebellar peduncles.
but down the crura cerebri, i.e., they proceed
from the cerebrum.

Dr. F. W. CAXPBELL stated that he had under
his care fIr the past year and a-half a case 'of
Dementia, due to softening of the brain, and

_ivhich had, in its early stage, been seen by Dr.,
Iloward. This patient had for months past
been so bad as to pass his foces involuntary,
and yet during that time ho had frequent
satisfactory intercourse with his wife-wvhom,
in fact, he had impregnated.

IDr. HY. How.4n, in defending his paper,
said: "In reply to Dr. Osler's remarks I can
very well understand that a man may be para-

Ayzed in the lower extremities from disease or
injury of the lumbar portion of the spinal cord,
and yet be capable of cohabitation ; for a man
sufering from general paralysis can have an
erection ef the penis, and for the simple reason

ain neither cases does it follow that there
stt be disease'of the cerebellum, as there is in

conecutive chronie dementia. I say the lower
Portion of the spinal cord may suffer from dis-
ease, and no injury result to the nervi-evigen,

s/for its connection with the cerebellum is not
brough the spinal cord, but by means of the
splaonie, er great sympathetic, and its ganglia,
at least according to such physiologists as

rg, Gutman and Lövàn, no mean authori-
ties.

therefore maintain that, when the cerebel,
mUis diseased as we find it is in chronio de-

iit being what we might call the entity
tefervi-evigentes, the consequence will, be

i>eteney, atleast in so far that it would be

195.

impossible to have au erection ofhe peùs
And this fact is fully borne out by my own
experience.

With regard to bloody flux as a result of irri-
tation of thé cerebellum, he considered it to be
a feasible theory (for the reasons already given),
oven though post-mortem examination failed to
find an exciting cause, for Weû ail know that we
had much yet to learn in pathological examina-
tions. The micrascope had not yet revealed to
us, by any means, every thing in the humnan
brain, although wonders had been accomplished
byits use. He did not think that ulcers in tho
intestines was a satisfactory explanation fortho
cause of the hoemorrhage in the case alluded to
for Dr. Osier had at various times called tho
attention of the members of.the Society to'ulcer
ated intestines in typhoid fever where there had
been no bloody flux.

* In reply to Dr. flingston, he said that ,there
must be a great distinction drawn betweon the
dement and the imbecile, the latter was due to
congenital malformation of the brain in part or
whole, or arreet of brain development~ after
birth, consequently many imbec$les wanting in
intellect, and consequently reason, had thoir
emotional organization perfectly sound, and, not
having reason to control their animal impulse,
were errotic imbeciles and dangerous to society.
But such cases were not analogous to the de-
ment, who not only lost his reason from dis&ese,
but also had his emotional organization fim
the same cause, exhausted and atrophied. .He,
however, recognized the fact that there could
be intellectual dementia previous to having the
cerobellum engaged in the disease, then there
would be a form of dementia, without its becing
necessarily accompanied with impotency orex-
haustion or atrophy of the emotional organiza-
tion, and such piobably was the case mentioned
by Dr. F. W. Campbeli. He remembered sèeing
the man Dr. Campbell alluded to, and giventhe
opinion that it was softening of the bain, but
if he did not express it, ho meant of the intel-
lectual portion of the brain,, that is, some por-
tien of the cortical substance with its colis. :n
conclusion, ho had heard nothing that ho felt
would justify him in altering his opinion as
already expressed.

The meeting thon adjourned.
MONTREAL, April 9th, 1880.

The ordinary meeting was held this evening,-v


