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go up beyond the optic nerve into the brain, then back down the sym-
pathetic, and =0 inlo the vessels. I, however, simply offer this as'a
suggestion.  One mmust also remember that although the heart acts
involuntarily it is not an involuntary muscle, but striped muscle. -

Dr. Marrix read a paper entitled “Some remarks on the value of
TUrinary Examination in Nephritis.”

Dr. Smaw: The most important point is the cstimation of the
zpeeific gravily, One of the first symploms to be noticed in the auto-
infoxicalion of pregnancy is this falling off in ihe urine of the tolal.
quantity and the {otal solids. An interesting point is the appearance
of albumin from time to time and without apparent cause. Last winter
1 examined a patient immediately after a hockey match and found
albumin in the urine which disappeared three or four days later. Herz
advances the theory that in the carly stages of intoxication a patholo-
gical change takes place in the kidney and we get certain changes in
the urine such as diminution in quantity, and then what is suppoced
by Herz to be parcsis of {he kidney cells, by the irritation of the poison
on the kidney cells. Later, this irritation being continued, leads to
degeneration. ‘ , ‘

Dr. Moxrkrow:  The facts brought forward with regard 10 the un-
reliability of symptoms may be applied to all diseases. "We may' mis-
take a case of pnewmonia or pleurisy for something else and we must
take our signs and check them by the cowrse of mﬁuencea and symp--
1ioms which may be exhibited at the time. XNo single mode of enqhiry.'
will lead us to invariable results.’ -

Dr. LavrerMax: It has been proved that every case of albumm-'
uria is not necessarily one of nephritis and I think this applies more
especially to the first case mentioned by Dr. Martin. The albuminuria
of pregmancy, as slated in-the discussion of last cvening’s paper, has
been proved by one author at least fo be more or less due to thyroid
inefficiency which was promptly relieved by the adininistration of jodo-
thyrin. I would also like to have heard something about the freezing
point of urine and also with regard to the examination of the epxthc—
liwm. Prof. Heitzman of New York considers this a very much more
reliable way of <1etm.‘1mmnfr the condition of the kidney and the part
involved.

Dr. ARMSTRONG © I have found in trying to determine the efficiency
of a kidney with a view to operative procedure, that the specific gravity
is the best guide, overlooking a small amount of albumin or casts, as
such a patient with a good specific gravity may go through a consuler-

"able operation well. I think the freezing point practically determines
the same thing. Dr. Turner reported 100 cases of the freezing point



