forbidden to assist at any fuaerals bat
these of their neavest relatives, In the
time of Jesus Christ and his Apostles,
whilst all decorum was manifeated in the
sepulture of the dead,—tbe relatives and
friends of the deceared being present at
the funeral obsequies,whilst funeral dirges
were sung by hired mourners, and these
a companied by musical instrumente, —we
no where read of any religivus service
either preseribed or performed on such
an occasion. We refer to this circum-
stance here entirely for the purpcse of
showing that there is rot the shadow of
Scriptural warrant for any religious ser-
sice in the burial of the dead, and far
less for the celebration of {uneral obse-
quies on the Lords day. Do we then
disnpprove of all religious services on
such an occasion? Quite the reverse.—
The death of a fellow-creature is an event
cilealated to teach us many important les-
sons, to show us the evil of sin, to lead
us to serious reflection in regard to our
own mortality, as well astoa diligent
preparation for death, judgment, and e-
ternity. Dut this can only be by the di-
vine blessing accompanying the dispensa-
*ion, and this blessing is secured in an-
swer to prayer. “ So teach us to num-
ber our days that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.” ILvery fresh in-
stance of mortality that we see or hear
of should be made a season of carnest,
importunate, and persevering prayet.—
All that we contend for here is, that there
is no &prcific religious service enjoined in
Scripture in connection with the celebra-
tion of funeral obsequies ; and instead of
there being any warrant in the Bible for
the burial of the dead on the Lord’s-day,
there is everything that would lead us to
an apposite conclusion,

Ilaving thus shown that there is no
seriptural warrant for Sabbath funcrals,
we are now in a postion to inquire how
far the practice is defensible on the
ground of expediency. And now, we
say, without the least hesitation, that Sub-
bath-funerals, except in clear and uncqui-
vocal cases of necessity and meicy, are a
direct violation of the fourth command-
ment, That Commmandment strictly en-
Joins: ¢ But the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God: indt, thou
¢halt not do any work”.  We ask, then,
are not Sabbath funerals in themselves
snd in all sbout them a secular work 7—
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Are not the underlekers on such occasi-
ons required towork 7 Arenot those con-
nected with the hearse, man and beast,
obliged to work? Ave not the grave-dig-
gers and those connected with the Ceme-
tery or Church-yard obliged to work 7—
It i3 out and out in itself a secular work,
and therefore just as much a deseeration
uf the Sabbath as any other work. But
we rise still higher and maintain that
Sablath funerals run counter to the ve-
ry spisit of the Sabbatiz Institute. And
what is that? It islove to God and
lose to man. And do not Sabbath fune-
rals deprive many of thoss very exercis-
es by which this principle is fed and
sirengthened 7 Do they not spoliate our
fellow-creatures of their heaven-gifted
birth-right? True, in a small communi-
ty such as this, comparatively few are
corapelled to engage in secolar work, ev-
en thongh all were interred on Sabbaih.
But the principle is the z2ame whether
tliere be but two or whether there be two
thousand. We hare other strong objec-
tions to Sabbath funerals, but these we
must reserve till another opportunity,—
Are Sabbath fanerals, then, in all cases,
a violation of the fourth commandment ?
No. If a malignant epidemic is raging
in a place, and if the keeping of the dead
corpse over the Sabbaih is calculated, ac-
cording tothe testimony of theMed "cal Ifa-
culty, to spread that disease, then it is
just as much our duty to bury the dead
on the Sabbath as it is to go to the house
of Prajyer, for the purpuse of supplicating
the Lord of the Sabbath that the plague
may be stayed.

EXAMINATION OF MISCELLANE-

OUsS OBJECTIONS AND POPU-
LAR FALLACIES.
BY REV. ANDREW THOMSON, B. A.
{ Continued.)

3. Occasionally, however, the objector
strangely alters lus tone, and from complain-
ing of the harshness of the institute which
sets apart one day in seven entirely to religi-
ous services, declares the appeintreent to he
unnecessary, '<cause a true chrisian will
make a Sabbath of every day “I am an
cvery-day Chbrstian”, you will sometimes
hear 1t said,  why talk of one day in seven
for religion , my idea is that every day of the
seven should bea Sablkath”. It has been just-
Iy noticed, that those who speak thus, are not
always the most religious of persons,and that
if they believe that every day should be a
Sabbath, their notions are very low indecd of
what a Sabbath should be.~But apart from
this, there ave two things which we deem it
suflicient to urge in reply to this ohjection—
First, it utterly misrepresentsour views. Who
ever tavght, who ever thought, that in argu-
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ing that ona day in eaven was to be kept ho-
ly to the Lord, all the other six days might in
thig case be given to a uniform and undisturb-
ed gecularity ?  Canamore thoroth pervar
eion of our meaning be imagined than this—
© Be religious on the first day of the waek,
and you may be az worldly as you like on o-
ther days” 2 No; the true spirt of the Sab-
bath appointment is, not that we should con-
dence the religton of the week into the Sab-
bath, but that we shonld carry forth from the
Sabbath its hallowed mpulses and feehings
inta the other days of the week, to elevate
and sustain us amid its wearisome secularitios
and depressing cares.  Qur souls aro to be
attuned and attempered then, * *he Lord has
given us the Sabbath”, not to reliw o us of our
religion, but g0 to revive our relig »n on that
day, as to impel sts healthy tide sato the re-
motest nook and corner of every-day duty.

And general experiencs  abundantly
proves, that constituted as human nature is,
and circumsranced as e vast majonty of our
race are, and ever must be, some such ap-
pointment as the Sabbath, is indispensible to
the keeping alive of religion in the hearts and
habitations of our people. For the question
is not how a man of retired habits and abun-
dant means could keep Ins godliness in vigor
v.ithout a Sabbatl-day, but, how the erasure
of this day fiom the list of moral appoint.
mens, in other words the degrading of it to
common uses, would affect those whose wak-
ing hours on other days, are _almost wholly
engrossed by traflic or toil. Extinguish the
SaT)balh, and religion has only the little in-
tervals between the hours of labour mn which
to proclaim her lessons and to_asser! her
claims. And if, even with the Sabbath on
her side, which commands all to be silent that
she may be heard, she finds it difficalt to
maintain her supremacy, what would be the
case were her voice only to be raised amid
the thousand discordant sounds of secular
pursuits. You bid her fashion the iron, and
you will not give her time to heat it; you bid
her paint her image, but it is upon moving
canvass. Withone haud y ou propose to draw
water from the cisteru, while, with the other,
you have cut oft the communication of that
cistern with the lake that feedsit. Thatman
may be kept religious, be must give to the
subjects of religion more than the mere
snatches of time or half thoughts; hours v
on hours must be set apart, in which its hal-
lowed associations and holy employmentsshall
have opportunity to exert their full influence.
Deprive him of this, and your every-day Sab~
bat i will soon turn ont to nean no Sabbath
at all.

4. Another attempt is sometimes made to
loosen the sense of obligation n respect to
Sabllath observance, by insinuating that the
evidence is of so dubious a natare, that much
may be said on both sides. It is at the most
a balancing of probabilites. No ono will be
blamed for not discovering a law but dimly
wiitten,—so dimly, that if it is binding at all,
it must be admitted that there are persons ot
undoubted piety in our age, especially on the
Continent, who do not feel or acknowledgze it
to be so.  We bave said enough in previous
portions of this tract, to show that we do not
admit the truth of the statement on which this
apology proceeds. We hold with Jonathan
Iidwards, that “the commaud is so plainly
spoken that tha car tway hear it, and this 3
cnough”. At the same time, v¢ are propat-
od to admit, in reference to this and marny o-
ther duties, that it iz quite a possible thing



