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truth, needing no other cvidencs than a sort of intuitive re-
cognition of its oxccllence, there are others to whomo it becomeos
necessary at some time in their lives to ro-examine every stone
inthe foundation of thoir faith. Such enquiry should not be
discouraged for, il honest. It must result In fuller apprecintion
of the great doctrines of Christianity, Ispecinlly are we, ay
Baptises, bound by tho principles wo profess, by our anteced-
ents, educational and religious, to contend for religion and intell-
cetual iudependence.

Fhe manuer inwhich Dr. Crawloy's address was received by
his audicnce, show that hisstudents are well able to estimate at
its true value the rare coinage of his vigoreus mind. May he
long be spared to us, to receive the honer due him for his valua-
ble eervices, past and  present, and the lively intccest ho shows
in eveaything which concerns the well being of Acadia and its
students.

‘TR PRIZES.

The President of the Associnted Alumni—DProf. Jones—then
presented the prizes. There were two Matriculation prize,s
and two class prizes won last year, but not awaveed. ‘Lhe suc-
cessful compotitors avere, for the Matriculation prixe, W. G. Par-
sons, and GP F. Curric;; for the (last year) Freshman and Sopho-
1;)1.01'0 class prises repectively, G. Gates and W. T.

ipes.

r. Sawyer then addressed to the students a few words of
!}earty, welcome to the peasures and responsipihities of College
ife.
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ENGLISH LITERATURE.

PART ONE.

¢ Laterature is the immortality of specch.. It embalms for all ages
the departed kings of learning, and walchss over theiy. repose in (he
eternal pyramids of Fame.” i

ONE hundred and ten years ago the Leviathun of Literature,
Samuel Johnson, wrote: ¢ The riches of the English language
are much greater than they are ccmmonly supposed,” and the
eleven decades that have sineo clapsed, have emphasized his words
by the thousands of volumes, which writes in Otd and New Eng-
land have added to the stores ho contemplated.

There has been much thought envolved from the English mind,
and during the past twelvo centuries, this has been recorded in the
books of our language. Come with mo into a great library. The
volums aro arranged in accordance with the topics of which they
treat. Over ono alcove we read Law; over another Medicine;
over another Scicnce; and over snother Philosophy. Does the
literature of which wo are treating include all of these volumes?
We are told that it does not.

True, we speak, and very properly, of the literaturc of thelaw,
of theology, of scienco ; but when we speak of literature in gene-
ral, we refer to something that is universal, catholic, and ‘which
appeals to man as man simply. o must, therefore, exclude from
our idea of literature all which relates to the positive sciences.
Such books appeal not to man as man, bat to students in tho pur-
suit of knowledge of a special sort. DeQuincey has well said that
there is o literature of knowledge and a literature of power. The
former fills the mind, the latter strengthens it* It is the latter
which we proposc to investigate,

Tho literature of l;l)ower is neglected in our sehools. Qur plan—
it was the plan of the Dark Agesalso—is to rc‘ly upon the nuthors
of Greeco and Ronic as the means to the development of mental
strength.  Let us not join in the hue and cry injudiciously raised
against the classics as school studies. They must not be excluded.

ur motto should not be * No Latin and Greek,”’ but rather
* More English.” A thorough study of onr native speech in its
wonderful growth, fusciaitng literature, and composite derivation,
affords a stimulating drill, and leads to comprchensive thought as
well as to great delicacy of taste. * It is common,” says Dr.
Johnson again, to *‘ overlook what is near, by keeping tho eye fixed
upon somethiog remote,”” and this is what we are doing when we
negleet our own literature to cultivate acquaintance with that of
another land.  Shall we uot cncourage our sops and daughters to
wander over the charing fields of puetry, guided by our T)lmuccr,
Ailton, Shakespears, Watts and Tennyson?  1s it « small privilege
for them to scaxch out the different beauties of the Iprose of Bacon,
Herhert, Addison, Jobnson, Froude, Motley, llawthorne and
Teackeray? Ageo, will not loving communicn with the masters of
thought nnd expression cunoble our children, strongthen their
minds, and beget in them W praisesworthy ambition to develope their
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Suppose we bad in one room o series of thirteen nlec upon
the shelves of which were chronologically arranged specimens of
the books written ia England and America during cach of the cen-
turies since the year six hundved. Tbe number of volumes need
not be very large to give us o fair view of the whole of var beyt
writers. Let us now, in imagination, Jook through this collection.

As we opon the few antique velumes In thealeoves ofthe earliest
dates, we find that we' can scarcely understand them., The lan-

uage, the letters, the spelling and tho style aro all strange to us.
“urther exantination reveals tho fact that our liternture, which has
now attained magnilicent proportions, has passed through many
stages of growth, as well in regard to tho subjects treated as to the
styfo and spirit of its authors. ~ To trace this growthand to enquire
for its causes will bo our interesting study.

Loooking over ono alcove aftor another, wo are attract :d by thnt
ono covering the period between fifteen and sixteen hundred, le-
causo tho nams of the authors end the titles of the books aro
familiar and intelligiblo to us.  Not far apart we find the works of
Shakspeare, Bacon, Edmund Spenser, Siv Philip Sidney, Siv
Walter Raleigh, and Ben. Johnson, whilo near them is the Bible
of King James, in the very words so familiar to-dny. Standing be-
fore this aleove, we notice that the languago of the books on one
side is less and less like what we now call English, whilo thoso on
tho other hand arcull writton in tho mature language of to-day,
with but minor varintions,

Wo are prepaved to say that at some dats between fiftcen and
sixteen hundred our languago and literature were changed, or at
least that one sido they were in o state of immaturity, and on tho
other in a state of maturityr The year 1538 Is a convenient ono
to use for the division, for it marks the opening of the Lrilliant
reign of Eugland’s greatest gqueen.

We havo, then, two grand divisions of our subject—Tmmaturity
and Maturity.  As the blooming peach in our orchard did not ar-
rive at the perfoction that so charms the eye and pleases the taste
in o moment, but was ripened by the continuous rays of many
sunny days, so our literatore did not drop onc form and assume an-
otber at once. Maturity in both cases was the result of growth as
gradual as only to bo appreciated in a comprehensive viow of the
process.

This view we shall get by examining tho Looks in cach of tho
divisions we havenow made. Let us take the period of Immaturity.
Tho first division wo shall very naturally call tho period of Original
Englsh. Writers have sometimes applied the term Angly Saxon
to the languago of this period, usivg o modern term by whoich it
was intended to_indicate the composite nature of the language.
The terin Anglo-Saxon was, however, not used at tho period, and
it has been shown by Max Miller and others of the highest autho-
rity that tho language was English, and was so called by those who
spoke it. The period of Original English may be said to end about
the year 1150.

A new influcnce was exerted upon our language and literaturc
after the canquest by the Normans. The introduction of a new
social political and linguistic power resulted in a conflict between
the English—which is’a Gothic lnnguage—and the French—which
is of Romanic origin. Thus mnn{)?orcngn words wore intreduced,
the form of Original English was breken up, and we shell find it
convenient to speak of the century hetween 1150 1250 as the period
DBroken Englisf.

‘The natural result of this state of affairs was that lcarned men
begen to look upon English as an unstable language, and thoso
who wrote use tin, which was understood all over Europe
Thus for a century, our language, though still used by the people,
was dead so far asliterature is concerned. It has been called the
period of stagnation, bt it was stagnation that we notice in the
seed before it appears above thoground. During tho time England
was severed from Normandy, the two races on British soil had be-
come somewhat amalgamalted, the universisities of Oxford and
Cambridge were chartered by ITonery IIL., and the Magoa Charta
was sigued by King John. Let us write Dead English over tle
period from 1230 to 1350. . )

Even the superficial student of English history will remombor the
revived national spirit that was so maked iu the carlier yearsof tho
reign of Edward III., when the yeomanry wero asseriing their
claims to liberty, and wore using soiid ar%uments upon tho field of
battle. The pages of history arc marked by the names of Cress
and Poictiers which bring up the deeds of Edward, the the Black
Princo and their yeoman soldiery. Literaturo was rovived with

atriotism, and among the writers are the poots Chaucer and
Spenser, the trur  ators of the Bible, John Wiclif and William
Tindale, and the thor of the Vision concerning Piers Plowman.
This influcnce is apparcnt from 1330 to 1538, which me may call
the period of Reviving English.

And now we have reached the bc;i‘inning of the period of Matur:-
ty. 'Tho capture of Constantinople by the Tarks in 1453 caused
tﬁc coxpulsion of many learned men from that city. Leo X. when
he became Pope of Rome, and before that time, invited these men
to Italy, where they estabilished famous schools, and exerted an in-
fluence over all Europe. ‘The period is knownas that of the Revival
of Letters, and wo may call it, ¢o far as our litcraturcis concerned,
the period of the ltalian Influence. It was a time of l;)u'ogrcas in
cvery department of human activity, a fact which will become ap-
par?x:lt both to the student of the history and literature of the

eriod.
P There was all this time timo a strife in Evgland upon religious
topics. The Paritans bad arisen and tvere carnestly inculcating
their views. Their religivus rad political power incrensed until in
in 1649 they Dbeheaded Charles 1. in front of his own pelace of
Whitehall.  Then for elevan years Cromwell aud his partisans
ruled the country. This strife and its result hadn deep and laating
influence upon literature. Onour book-shelves wo find the works
of Fuller, Jeremy Toylor, Jobn Bunyan, Richard Baxter, and of



