
THlE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGIKT I

Hydrometra lias a very curions habit that 1 have freqîtleitly tihcd.It lowers its body by hending the legs, uintil il louches the surface, andthere il lies, as it were, takiî.g ils case. 1 liare alsi noiitùed aqutaritumspeclînens puttmng out their hiair-!ike riostra andt î.enetrt iig the suirfacefilm with Oient. il feeds o,, the insects lthat tliii uN, the water andI aI Liii.theni es'en before they cease la struggle. lit the latter ce i tsextrcnsely interesting to watch tinem steaîîhily appîroaclî tlteir victlnt,extending and retracting their long beaks, retreating hastily ut sainesudden struggle of their prey, then once more resuming their talitioiîs,slow approach, unlil at lenigth, when the struggles of their destined mealgrow feeble, some bold one injects lîtto it the deadly poisont of theHemiptera, stilling ils motions, and the others then hasten t> lthe féast.As noted by Martin, several will fasten tîteir l.eal<s intoî ).îe insect
simultaneousîr.

Alîhough Martint cats much light on il, especialy aot the oviýt1îo;and kindred phenomena, the Iife-history of H5dtroypaetra Alarti,,j is 5h11but imperfectly knowii. To his data my observat ionîs this stimuler elualleme to add 0o1e or two facîs of lîtterest. 1 have îlot witttessenl ovîiositin80 enîertainingly described by this autîror. 'l lie oritîs, llowever, 1 laveseit, attd it is a most beaittifil abject titder the mnicroscopie, artsweriiig itievery liarticular to the tost excellent drawing of it in his lî,tîer. 1 was,however, able la ascertain lthe period betweeu ilîaîitrg aîîd Ovijîosiîjiiti Abred virgits fetoale was mated on Jîîly 26th ii one if rthe wild maiestaken in Stalcît Island in May of this year. It inîîîîediaîeîy liegan taswell and on the aSîli or 29111 of that tîîoîth lthe fiist ov'Ini was deîiosiîed,the fernale being tîten quite swollen nilt or,,, atîd colîtintting ovipositiaîtîhereafter. 'l'lie number of ara deposited by a sintgle feinale nl lthe courseof a summer, under favourable circîlmstaneu, nitust be large. 'Jlie ttro Ikept alire of tItane taken in Siaten Islanîd ovîîîosiîed coîîiiniîiiîsly frolt)the beginning of May ta te end of Aîîgust, and althoîigî i did ît countthem, the aides of the aquarium were thickly stttdded with lthe ara, andthey musît have numbered litîndredu. Tlhis is lte more remarkable, wlienwe consider that the abdoînen of a ful'grown feniale is t tIllich rer6 mnm. lang anîd the ova are between 2!/2 and 3 111111. The period ofçamergence varies wîîlî the temperature. In the cool days of spring it is aslong as ig days; lu midsuîmmer 1 lIare had ara hatch in about nmne taten days. T'he nymphal stages are five, and the tiîne between moultn isabsout lhree days, giving about fifteo days for the nymphal instars. Thtis
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