
88 JOURNAL 0F EDUGATION

period, a nation destineti Io iolcl a prominent position, and play
un important part in Ille future histary of titis continent.

I arn fully aware il crio %vords 1 cati utter-nothing 1 can ex-
press-indeul, nolhir.- any of us may sny or (tu ta itiglît, %vilI add
onu iota ta the %vorlii-wide fame of out immînal Shakspeare ;
bilt it is due Io Ilho grenîness of his genîtir., as it is Io Ille Diviniiy
wil sent it the wvorld s0 bri"lît a Scintillation of lis8 divine
power, ilit we should ilius coînniemnorato his birthi.

It it; moreaiver, Il o t onoelves, ihat we slîauld makoe these
demonstrations-for wtho knowq but iliat tliey rnay prove incentive

ta lent talent, atl '*bring out samo brizzlit intollectual treasure
hitherta hidden, lilir Il dianiand burie-ti ii Ille dust of earth,
wliaqe extraction from abscurity ny bc effecteti, by sudh encour-
agement as t.his celebration ai iia kspearo's greatnoss fields ont
ta rising genils.

En!-.attd-praud Albiati-lias produceti lier Milton, Shakcspeare,
Drydén, andi ciller grent poets and wriîers. Scoliand-Ilonnie
Scoilanîl-her I3urnsc, Scott, Cam pbel .- lrelar d-Dear Eria-ber
Gottismitît, Mo4ore,- and, %vould 1 tnakei one of aur Oraior.- of the
day blusît, if I macla up the trinity of number, vitlî tire nmm af
D'Arcy McGeu.-Germany-ilie vatorlanut-hler Lessing, Goethie,
Scti ller.-France-La helle France-lier Cornecille, M~Aière, Ria-
cine, andt others ; and rshail unot Canada, a coînmunity made up of
aIl those nationalities, aise produco lis ?

But ttiesa rounions fur sucli purposes have aiIctast thieir benefi-
cial influence in this, ilînt tlîîy t'rav tire attention of the na.sses
te thought, anti the siudy of Ille %vriîîngs of tire Bards înirose
praises are tlius chauntei. C

0f Slîakspeare's works andtiroir influence an tire human mind,
it is not my particular province ta speak to-night, if, incleeti, I
%vera equal ta sucli a task ; but, oni an occasion liko this, I foot I
%voutd seemn wvanting in tliat enthusia.s;m whith stiaulti pervacte tire
breast ai an Englishman, in contemplating tire %vriting of sa greai
a poot of bis country, %vera Iot permit fibis apportunîty ta C pass
tihout making at ierst a passing refèrence. Sliakspeare -sas

the great poet of nature andi of art. Ifu lield up îruilhfctlly the
mirron ta nature, andi adarneti lier %vith tire liigî art af supernainral
genius. 0f Ille influence af lus %vorks, 1 miglît daro ta say, thai

hegreat moral thls propouncied by liim,-cohdi aiug
Orsiîcb telling fnrce, as Shakspearo aler teit6 lieow ta express,
are af tiue most sublime cliaracter; andi lielp ta the liiglest mental
as wvell as moral refinemnent. Virmuie is describeti by hîm in wvoncs,
that paurIrny it ta Illte human minci as ever Ille sniot-white purity
af virgijn inniocence. whi-ist vice is depicetu by lîim, cc in forfi anti
shape sa hideous," and palig andi atways madie ta appear
de s0 faut and unntatural,> that aite wla lias Etudieti Sliakspeare,
%voulti almost doubi, îvhelher vice ever wvas a monster, %viteo at
seeii could ever bu Il endured, pit cd, or embraceu.l. In the social
relation ai mankind, tire doctrines inculcated by Sliakspeare'b
sentences have an equalty powveifol moral efi'ect. Na incidenit iii
the social relation lacks an appropriate aiîcl telting expression. Ia
thea political wvûrld bov %vids andi vast lias been Ihle influence ai
bis tirama.ic writings. Hîis hiîstoricnt dramaç, indeed almnost ail
bis warks are historical, haver doubtless eected, a hightiy benefi-
cial inîfluenîce in affairs of State and in the Courts of Mananchs.
His play ofIloinry VI. atone, miglît be referred ta as ans illustra-
tion ai îliis. Tre Prince of WVales ai chiat perioci, Prince Henry of
the play, alubouli a good-lîearted geilerous Prntce, wîas but a
ccapegrace coinpnret i wtl aur noble Prince ai Watcs, wha beside
the hi-h moral influence exerteti aver lîim, by bis lame lamentoti
fathen, land by aur most noble andi virtuous Qusen lus moîher,
doubttess traineti M110li flrm tlie Tentimg ai Slîakspeare that hus
helpeti to moulti lle charat'ter ai Engianti'L future king. And
nlJart froîn iliat particutar case 1 might say that the influence ai
Slîakspeare's wvri'ings on tire Manarcîs and Courts anti public
mon, not merety of Englanrt, but ai France, Germany andt indeeti

ai ~ ~ ~ ' ttheErpen otietlpwrs and States, andi ay I nat
addt ai Amorica, bas besît almost cqually great. For Sbakepeare
is not rend by thase speaking tire Emîglisi tangue merety, but lias
been translaiecl iîîta Fuench and Germait, at least ; anti is, perhaps,
more read anut botter uaderstood now, if tint mare appreciatod by
the peapte ai France andi Germaiîy, chair by thaso speaking Slîak-
speare's peccîliar longue. As an instance oI tire force andi influence
ai Stiakspeare's %vnîiiîgs in Ille acquisition ai Ille knoivledge ai
the Eugtisbi tanguage, 1 miglit mention lire namne ai tbe great
MWagyar Kossuîth, îî'l, avowed hoe liait acquinci ]lis acquanitance
%vitti the Eoffliqi langunge by the readinYï andl sîucy ai aur great
poet; andi wlioever rend the speeches af the great Hungarian,
matie by lîim when in the UniteC States somte years ngo, must bo
&truck with ths force anti pover ai bis appeats ici English. I thank
you for lthe patience %iîh wihl you have listeneti ta my humble

Ondeaciors taIo justice ta our oxeai pool on tbis orcasion. They
aie but introductony ai the great arators ai le evening, ta follow
me iii Frencli anti Englibb, tlle Honiorable Messrs. Clînuvenu and
NIneGeu, wtim 1 have tuadoubt wiît do ampten justice'aetîtoe gonui;
andi nemory of tire mian, %vioe l;as bien justt y proinaunceý ta bo
"Ilie pool for ail cngo andi lune lSlktple wto" vrti's, paet.u

HON. MR. CHAUVEAU'S ADDRESS.

Mn. Presidîctt, Ladies andi Gentlomen,-ln placing a Frenchi
speech in ilieir programme,th tcriaiîîaiors ai titis fumeu wero wii'ityî
ta give il a cbaracter correpponthîni Io Ilte tinies, ta ttle reinown aif
Stiaksrpeare, an ta tlle conîdition af aur îaueiety. Literaire îs it
filet a bond %vhich uniies peoples one te uIecitler, as weoll as comn-
merce, but ini a more eovateti orîlen ai thiing-s ; it iis tire excîtange
ai parely intcîltecmual prodmiets ; the ailier ii auîly tire sxcliangeofa
proulucîs aimnierial deveopment,ef'ecteul, il is trmîe,by tire simtelli-
gent inusiry ai malt. Titis century, whlicli lias %il iesset tllee hat
bcenes ai a luoroic stncîggte bettceeu France antI Englanul, bas alêo
seen for tho lirst time silice tire Crusacos, ici a ser"Ies ai military
'xpeditions in ths Crimea andl an the shores af ir eoxtreme Ear-t,
tîtoir flagci floating ici union ; it lins setn, for tire firit tinte, the
bneaking doivn ai the barniers ta commerce an tlls twa siles ai tho
charmie], anut a treaiy, narty ai ires tracte, promulgateti by Ille
nepie% ai hiîn %vire liati proctaimeul tire continuental blockatie ; il
lans seen, in short îlre influence ai Euuglisit titeratre extendeti ta
France, as, in île 171h andi 18ti centuries, tInt ai France biail in-
vaded tire country ai Shakspeare. However, the potitical Itins-
phere ai Eurao is perhaps at titis moment iii a thtreaiening si aie,
for aotvit lstland ing the picture 1 have sketched, tire wnridct liere is
in a state ai mnutuat clistrust, ai useless îîegolatiîons, of uvar wliich
is stili more ussless, andi Goui anly knows wviat bid days ma), have
been reserveci for aur ancaiiit andi for aur îîeî motrier lands. But
this fraterîîity, which tîtere is but a happy accidenît, a trice ai
heaven for tire pence af tlîc %varli, is biere, for tire luir races, a con-
duian essentiat to existence. France anl En-land, atucu more tn
a ýcentury ai uvars on ihis continîent, h;ave lei't us 1.. ne in presence
ai cacu attier, and mîmîgleti uith, eaclt citler, tîke îhe glanions re-
mainîs uvîth %bielu îhîey have strewvn aur soit. Nouvithstanling,
houvever, thiat wie canico, by Ilie force ai circum-stances, (Io athier-
wise ihan share a comin destiay, tuva îhe gaine tifs anti enjoy
together ail the rights %Yhich belong ta a citizen under îhe British
constitution, %ve are yet, aiter moro tiait a century, ta a certain ex-
tent, grenter sirangers to each ouhen itian Ilie iniia,>bitaîtiis of the
bordera ai tle Soînie anti ai Ille Tînmes. If a remankiable book
appears in Londion it ici ai Once translate] iit he Freaclu taii;!angs;
il a play makes a senisation iii Paris, it is iortliuviih atiapieti Io the
Enghisti stage. Is it nom truc tbat th:s is qîîile utîfferent mn Cancada ?
thai île French ltenary pnogross andth îe Englieti lîterary progress
are comparativoly iâo1ieu, îgnoriiig e.icb aiber ali ost comptetety 7
Anci yet bain many limes ont soteînn occamioas have we miet swn
that it shoulti be otlierwine ! How rnany times hive uve not tkaid
titat if it wias as impossible, as cowarcly, as impiaus for the ane as
for tlle ather ta renouince its langutage, to abdicntu its niglitq, its
hisionicai traditions, une must, nevenrthehiess, endeavor ta unctenstanti,
ta respect, amîc ta mmîtuaily assir.t anse amuaulen. Anti uvat bans been
tle resuit ai this ? The day aimer these protestations anth lese fine
promises, have tue nom returnetil th aIod cînte ? Thus, Mn. Ilre-
sident, wheîî 1 buard yau express the bope that Ihis cetebratian
migît be île dawa of a new ena, canidmug in youn generaus ciller-
ance, anti puttimtg ilwty tite scepticismn w0hici we iearn ai expe-
rier.ce, I saiti Io unyseli, "cBetter lame thaci nover;Il the day tuas
at last camne.

.Anti that ame, unhat memory wene more worthy than the nane
anti memory ai Slînkspeare ta inspire sudh a thoci«P, anti ta presîde
aven sucli a success. It is; in fadt, thp ; uiiar property ai lis gtory
ta have been sufficiently orîa-.... anti personne in the immnsne
variety ai tus reperon3' ta inripress lus unique stamp on att bis
vwnks ; 6cufficiemîity matunaluin tlie ubiquîty ai bis theatre ta nover
cease ta bc Englisît, andt evettielez.s suîfficienty urtiversal mn the
gr"Iandeur ai lits conceltious ta be compelcieite anti ciaimeti ta-tay
by humnaniîy as a uvhole. Severai cities ai Greece diîspute([ tbeir
titIs ta the birth-plnce ai Hamer At proseit, 'ire takea less heeti ai
a great man's bisîth place hIanl ai lis opinions anti beliefs. Il seems
a if in proportion as tle dietances ai space uvietu separate uis are
diminislted, thase whiclt separats us tn tie <tomnîn af thougît are
increaseti. Thus ia anc las canait ta inquire if it ici tite chat Strat-
fonul-on-Avon sanw the birtb of tbe pilet ivb sng ai Dt-stimona
anti Juet; bil ach inteiest las been laken in learnimig if lie
%vens ai the aId faith ai lis fonefaibers, or if île creeti uhich tias in
bis limne pretiomîruant iii bis counîtry, possesset he bornage ai ibis


