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g “ By Christ we havo access by faith into this
J graco wherein wostand.”—Rom, v: 11.

The aim of tho apostle in the preceding
protion of this opistlo, has been to show tho in-
ability of all the anciont religions to justify man
in God's sight, or his own, Ho demonstrates
this by drawing in the first chaptor a true and
: fearful picture of the morals of tho Gentile
§ world under Paganism; and in tho second, and
§ first partof tho third, by appealing to the con-
B duct and conscience of the Jew, whethor tho
§ law in whioh he boasted had lifted him to such
R an olovation of righteotisnoss a3 was satisfac-
R tory to the desires of his hottor nature, or
R whother its'main effoot had not rather beon to
B reves! wium tho deep distance at which ho

R Ly from God.

Ha olosestho third chepter by 2 statoment
M of tho conclusion of his first argument; that

B by deeds of law-~that is by man’s whole con-

¥ duct undor tho Blosaic and Pagan religions—

g no fesh could stand justified in tho sightof
§ God, both Pagan and Jowish laws convicting

 their subjeots of alienation from God, and leav-
Hing them to perish under that convietion,—

§ In the noxt verso ho proceeds to prochim the

g Gospel as fully ablo to accomplish what they

g had failed to achiove, It was able to impart
B 2 spirit which should prompt tho disciple toa
g righteousness far transcending that attaina-

% ble undor oither of tho two_proceding systems-
i —a righteousness therefore, by way of distine-

g tion, styled, ¢ the rightcousnoess of God”—and

§it was also competont to convey a comfortable

 and satisfactory assurance of abundant pardon

% W the penitent.

d Jcsus Christ ho next doclares tobo tho Au-

8 thor of this Gospel. * Now,” says he, “tho

® rizhteousnoss of God without law is maifest-

§ ¢d, oven therightoousnessof God which isby

R faith of Jesus Christ, whom God hath set forth

B bo a propitiation,” (or pledge of merey) “to

R declare his righteousness for tho remission of
B sins that aro past, through thoe forbearance of
E God.” .
E 1laving thus proclaimed tho now religion to

b tho only one by which true righteousness

& could bo attained and remission of sin secured,
dboturns aside throughout the fourth chapter,
#to meot and quash certain objeotions ho enti-
¥ cipates from the Jew, and in the first verso of
¥ tho chapter of our text thus resumos the sub-~
Bicct hehad left:

B “Thorefore boing justified by faith,”’——in this
Hnew  systom—* wo have peaco with God
&ibrough our Lord Josus Christ; by whom also,

. Bwehavoacooss by faith, into this graco whore-

gin wo stand, and rojoico in hopo of the glory
fof God.”

" B Striking indeed,” and impressive to the eyo

4 of tho apostle, must havo appeared the contrast
ftween the general spiritual condition of the
fince and that state of grace.to which himsclf
§20d his fellow beliovers had been called.

¥ Letus suppose him ontering some great eity
Rofthe empire, to find his way to tho secluded
Einagoguo by tho wator side, where, in the
j cwhurbs of Phillippi or Antioch, the brethren
22wnit his ministry. Asho presses through
the principal streets, overy ohject ko beholds,
ttery word that strikes upon his car, overy
trivial custom and courtesy of society, presses
%mo on him the convietion of the rooted and
fibdsoluto sway with which the universal pagan-
tm hLulds eaptive the feclings and the minds
Emen. Qn hisvight ires a2 magnificent

temple, built and sustained by tho offorings of
tho rich, and tho contributions of tho poorest.
Attached to it, thronging its porches, or lurk-
ing in its obscono recesses, sustained by gov-
ernmentul authority, and scoured in thoir
prido of placo and powoer by tho roverenco of
tho multitude, 2 numerous band of priests, his
special and formidable opponents, stand readv,
in dofonco of their profession, their power, and
thoir offices, to cmploy against him all tho un-
scrupulous means with which tho anxious
conservatism of tho authorities, the interosted
animosity of a hundred crafts, and tho bigot
rago of a sanguinary populaco can furnish
thom.

Asho passes the porch, he obsorvos beforo
tho altar, cach prosonting his votive offoring
and making invocation to the gods, a gray-
haired philocopher, scerotly smiling at tho su-
porstitious rite, yet, to avert suspicion, ready,
instantly tosacrifico to popular wrath, any less
hypocritical sceptie; a gladiator imploring the
favor of Fortuno for tho morrow’s combat; and
in tho abasement of ignorant devotion a
wretched slave, his naturo brutalized by his
condition, exhibited now in its aspect of deep-
est degradation as ho bonds boforo the deities
of a religion whose purest portions aro its
pootical fables, and whose praetico and ser-
vico of worship are combinations of imposing
coremounial, wretched chicancry, and abandon-
od senstality. As Peul turns to pursuo his
way, the Emperor, marching to the soat of
war, and surrounded by all the symbolic
majosty of Rome, pauses at the gate, defor-
ontially consults the augurs,and stoops, curi-
ously to enquire in the entrails of the victims,
of tho success of tho expedition. A proces-
sion of the vestal virgins approaches, the

imperial eagles stoop in honor of the represent-
crowd, tho apostle takes refuge in a: publie

over instructions, and their images adorn the
galleries and court offerings of their worship-
ers. As tho throng disperses ho rosumes his-
way, but tho sun is hot, the airis stifling, and:
ho eaters a house and requests some cooling.
drink. Over the hearth brood tho Penates
and tho Lares, daily saluted and consulted in
all that touches domestic life. His host
drinks with him, but cre the goblet touch his
lips he pours a few drops in libation to
some doity.

He passes the market place, and in the
chafferings of traffie, in tho conversation of
the groups he encounters, in the very moeat in
the shembles, the larger portion consceratpd o
temple use, wnd afterwards sold by the pricsis
to tho butchers, in every objcet ho sees, ard
every sound ho hears, he reluctantly acknows-
edges tho incontestable evidences of tho depta

cient religion has securod upon tho sent-
ments, the habits, the assogiations, the bus-
ness, andithe pleasures of the community.—~
Ilis passage through &rsingle public street of
any of the-great citics of the empire, deeply
and painfully convineas him how: inextricably
intertwined with the whole warp of society
and civilization is the.woof of a gorgeous but
rotten idolatry. The-public and private, the
social and domestic life, the tribunals of jit*~
ico, tho palaco of the patrician and the hut o
tho pauper, the tavern, tho garden, thoeolitary
chamber, aro filled and intorfused with an at-
mosphero of Paganism, aud consequently of
iwmpurity and sin. Tho field of battloresounds
not less with tho clash of armsthan with sup-

plications to adverse or favorablo gods; the

army stands aside, tho emporor uncovers, the
atives of Pagan chastity. Pressed by the i

schoolroom. Morcury and the Muses prosido |

&

snd thoroughness of the hold-which tho an- i

crchant as he hurries to the port dropsa
inch of propitiatory incenso on tho wayside
tar, tho freighted ship bears upon hor brow
ho namo of somo divinity, and tho marinors
turned in safoty Linsten to doposit thoir
haplot of gratitude in the templo of Noptuio
of Fortune.

The art, tho philosophy, the literaturo, tho
blic fostivals, and the common interosts of
ory day oxperionce aro stocped and satur-
od with tho poison of Poganism. And
json virulent and deadly to tho spiritual
aturn of man, its manifestations in o gross
ublic sentimont and a foarfully defective
rivate morality, in the light and contomptu-
us cstimation of the marriago tie, in tho pre-
-falenco of infanticido and poisoning, in tho
ckless indifforonce with which human life
as rogarded, in tho nniversal leprosy of a
avery too immenso in extent, and too hor-
ible in its nature almost for modorn belicf,
n the ferocious pleasure in the sports of the
groaa, and tho love of all sanguinary excito-
monts, incontostibly proved it tobo. ~ ~

Hs brow beating, his brain dizzy, his
spirts drooping, his hoart trembling with
conpassion for his wretched race, and his
whdo renowed nature ravalting with indig-
nan disgust at tho foul dclusions besetting
andbesotting them, the aposde hurries from
tho troquented street, down the narrow and
dosated alloy that Jeads to tho obscure tene-
mont he secks.  His hand upon the latch ho
hesitates to onter, for “the voice of psalims
thdsimple song of praise,” in honror of his
Redoemer, meets his car.  The hottumult of
histhoughts subsides, und the Holy Ghost
from the bosom of God, floating on thatstrain
of sacred musie, glides into his heart and
sheds upen it silentdy the sudden sunshino of
att unspenkable peace. Ife passes within
and stands among  his brethren, his children
in the Lord. He looks thoughtfully around
’hixn and sces thero the swarthy Gaul, the
fair-haired German, tho soft Oriental, the
'supple limbs and rounded fuatures of the
beautiful Greek, and tho short dark hair,
curling on tho bold brow, and firm cheek of
tho soldicrly Roman.

Repyesentatives of all the.races thronging
tho busy streetg.are there.  Their form and

sion of their faces? They have left the
widw spread fubric of idolatry,.and thoy dsop-
ped on its threshold as they doparted the gar-
roent spotted.by the-flesh, and exorcised from
their bosams-tho exil gpirit of sin with its af-
i fections and lusts. Residents sow of tho
| Now Jerusalem, tthoy are clothed with the
- white robe of the xighteousness of (od, and
tho spirit of Jesus it is which shines vpon
their happy faces and gleanslike sercne star-
light in tho meok lustro of their eyes. And
as Paul contrasts their former with their pres-
! ont state, as ho thinks of the vast masses of
the raco under thio sway of an imposing, sc-
cure, and apparently invineiblo Paganism,
and refleets on.the mcans by which those be-
f foro.himhave heen reseucd from its tenzcious
gripe;—idolators, sensuzl, faithless, hopeless,
Gadless, then, no higher aim than present
pleasure, no future prospect unbounded by
the grave, now justified by faith, rejoicing in
hope, heirs of God, blamoless and harmless,
and without rebuke, and looking forward
from tho scpulcher that angels -ifled, from
tho radiont cloud on which He rose, from the
cloft sky through which, ho passcd, to the
resurrection of just and unjust achich He pre-
dieted, when all who bave borae the inage

N

featares the same, how changed the exgres- |

ef tho carthy shall also bear tho imege of the

heavonly,—tho heart of tho upostlo swells

and his oyes moisten with gratitudo and joy,
us broaking tho silenco ho crios, “Not unto

us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name
givo glory, for by Josus Christ have we ac-
coss by faith, into this grace whoroin wo
stand, rojoicing in hope of the glory of God.”

Brothren, as inhabitants of a Christian
land, as Christians in name and nurture, if'
not in principlo cnd conduct, putting aside
the quostion of a future world, and looking
only to the temporal advantages conforred by
tho religion of our Lord, wo have ¥no little
causo of gratitudo to Jesus Christ. The do-
minion of Christianity is co-extonsive with
tho limits of civilization, and for the poculiar
typo of civilization tho modern- world exhi-
bits, o very unlike, so vastly sugorior to that
of sucient heathenism, wo are indcbted, if
not solcly, at least mainly to the religion of
Christ. Wo can meroly alludo to this, but
weo-would suggest that if wo aro superior to
ancient Rome in the purity of our publio sen-
timent, in our finer and truor concoptions of
moral oxcellence, if, from a  conviction of the
immortahty of man, our svcial and domestic
relations aro invested with a sanctity un-
known to theirg, if tho moral clement, rather
than tho physical. or even the-ntellectual, is
becoming tho predominant influence of human
progress, if the sontimert of the spiritual e-
quahty of men boforo God 1s daily develop-
ing itself in o tendency towards institutions,
which shall, as far as possiblo, leavo open the
avenues of happiness to all, if humnan life is
beeoming more sacred, tho trup vorth of our
“nature, oven in its vilest spceimens, botter cs-
timated, and the appeals of distross more po-
tential and persuasive, if there be & deoper
intorest in the welfaro-of the masses, a live-
lior, more expansive and more practical sym-
pathy for thom, springing from. the pressure
of tho tic of human brotherhood, if all these,
and many moro of cquel significance, be tho
characteristies that distinguish tho civiliza-
tion of our tunc-from that of ancient heathen-
ism, then may wo with.truth, affirm the reli-
gion of the Gospel to be the chief cause of
our superiority, with Panl in the text say,
~by the faitls of Christ havo woe access into
this stato of grace wherein wo stand.”

But if wo may adopt this language as our
motto as Christians, emphatically it isours as
Univorsalist Christians.  From none of the
blessings derived by men from tho benignant
religion of Jesus, wo are debarred, while
some of its brightest prospeets, its purest de-
lights, its most animating incentives, are pe-
culiarly ours. When wo reficet upon the as-
pect that religion boars to thousands of our
%igd, our Christian kind—sovere and sad,
mantled with mystery, and armed with tor-.
rors which oven Judaism disowned, with one
hand marshalling millions to doom, and with
the other, urging up difficult steops from
whoso far summits shines & doubtful heaven,
a fow sad climers, over and anonlooking back
reluctant upon the lost thoy leave below,—
when.with this we contrast tho aspoet she
presents to us, “pure, peaceable, gentle, and
casy o be entreated,” though denouncing
retribution on sin, swift, condign, and sure,
yet cffitlgent in merey too,zud singing cease-
lossly of thoe timo when thero shall be no
moro sin, ond. thereforo no moro.serrow,
when the spirit of lovo divine shall: anitaate
all'spirits, and the great universe skall beat
like-a pulse with the lifs of God that £ills it,
oh how well it-becomes us, ot I exultation

over otherg, but inveep aud devent acknoer



