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all the while the growth of one of the most suceessful Christian mis-
sions in modern times, keeps the reader under a pleasing fascination to
its closc. Weintend in this paper to present some notices of his earlier
vears, prior as well as preparatory to his entering on his conseerated
and greatly honored missionary life. Our facts shall, of course, be
principally gathered from his own souwenirs.

Eugene Casalis was born November 21, 18712, at Orthes, a town in
the Department of the Lower Pyrenees, about thirty miles from Bay-
onne. s parents were pious Protestants, of good social position,who
could look back through gencrations of Huguenot ancestors, some of
whom had bravely suffered for the faith. The boy thus received the
priceless benefit of a godly npbringing, even those cherished ancest. 1
traditions of faithful suffering for Christ mingling with and favorably
influencing his thoughts. We are led to conclude that there wassome-
thing rather stiffened and stereotyped about the religious life of the
worthy parents, and that it was in some measure deficient in warmth
and jov. This made the youth welcome with keen relish the hymns
of the saintly Ceesar Malan, with their gladsome notes of faith and
hope, which had begun to find their way from Geneva to those parts of
France in which the faith of the Reformed Church prevailed. "This
gnod influence was increased by the appearance in that staid Protest-
ant community of M. Pyt from Bayonne, a pastor and evangelist of
much fervor and cloquence, who was received at the first with some
suspicion by the sterner natures, but whose warmth and zeal in no
long time cvercame all opposition, while great numbers were at-
tracted towards him who were passing from youth into early man-
hood. Eugene was among the first to sit at his feet and drink in his
words of holy wisdom. It wasnatural that such an eager listener
should soon attract the notice of the earnest evangelist, who was in-
terested by his promising gifts and apparent buddings of grace, and
at length, with the consentof his parents, he returned with the young
pastor to Bayonne, where, under his daily supervision, he was to re-
ceive a higher eduncation in which the Christian element should be
supreme. Gradually, under the evangelist’s watchful eye, Eugene’s
hopeful symptoms ripened into decision; he not only embraced him
as a Christian brother, but discovered in his conversation and action
qualities and desires which seemed to mark him as a missionary to
the heathen, The finger of Providence had begun to point to the far
off land. .

This led to another important step, in the transference of Eugene
to the Mission House of the Paris Missionar, Society in Paris, where
hopeful young men, while undergeing a period of probation, were
meanwhile under systematic training for the work.of a missionary te
some dark region of heathendom. It was a wise and happy arrange-
ment for youths, in whose hearts the Spirit of God had kindled a holy



