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DOCTRINE 0F GEOILOGICAL CONTINUITY.
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When groups of beds in diffrerent. parts of the eurtlî's surface,
bowever wi dely separated from one anothier, contain the sanie f ossýil.s,
or rather an assem Mage cfý fossils iii which rnany identical forms
cSur, they are ordinarily, said to, be "contempiloranieous." That is to
say,,tbey are ordinarily supposed te belong to the sanie geological
period, and to bave been formned at the siauietime in theb'story of
tic earth. Tbey would, therefore, bc unhe sitatingly regarded as
"geological equivalentks," aIldwould becItssed as Silurian, Devonian,
Carbonifcroîîs, and so on. It is to be reuieubered, howvever, that it
iB. not necessary to establisb -such a degree of equivalency between
widely-separated groups of strata,.that the fossils of ecd should be
to any.great extent slpe.'ieaLl/y identical. It is sufficieîît that, wbilst
son efew species are, ideýnticalj in both, the miajoriry cf thefossils
should be "representative forms," or, iii other words, nearly allied
species. It is the ohject, however, of the. present paper te, show tchat
groupscf strata presenting the saine fossils, if widely removed frons
,one another ini point of distance, can only exceptionally be " contein-


