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day after, I put for a text at the
beginniin gic of my mianuscript that
whbich first occurs to one in think-
ing of a devoted Cbristian's (leatil,
" Blessed are the lca(l which die
in tlic Lord from heniceforth." As
I went on, however, 'l saw that the
text niust be changed, that the

proper words to go before wbiat I
wvas writing werè these: " Except
a corn of wheat faîl into the
grounci and (lie, it abideth alone;
biut, if it (lie, it bring-eth forth
nmuch fruit." This verse is the
true kev to lier life.
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Enmerson tauigbt the doctrine of
a profoundly spiritual life. To
Iinii thiere wvas no other life. Hei
declares the possibility of the
direct communion of the soul
witli God, and that tf c great man
is great only wlberein lic bas been
obedient to the voice of the Spirit.
" Life," he says, " when truc to its
igbylest law, is onlv an abandon-

ment to tbc wvil1 of God." Re-
ligion, to hini. is essentiallv an ex-
perience-a lifc hiddcn in Goci.
But w'hilc as a mystic lic dwcells
wvith delighit upon the compicte
union possible bctwvcen the soul of
mani and God, lic treats thiis as a
union and not as an absorption.

Emerson cliffcrcd fundamcntally
from Carlyle by virtue of tbat in-
domitable optimisni which wvas
one of the largest elements in his
character. I-e always looks on
the bright side, believes only what
is good. IHe is often callcd the
Apostle of Hope. " Hitch x'our
waggon to a star," is one of his
favourite expressions. His soul
livcd in flhc future, a glorious
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future when riglit wvil1 surcly pre-
%,ail. Tliat flic universe cxists iii
God, and is oîîc xast biarniony that
cannot be disturbed, is lus teacli-
ing. " \Vat is liseful will last;
what is hurtful Nvill sink. Goci
alone is absolute." " That pure
mali gnity can exist, is thc extrceme
proposition of unbelief. It is not
to bc entertained bv a rational
agent; it is atheismn; it is the last
profanation. The divine effort is
neyer relaxed . . . and man,
though ini brothels, or jails, or on
gibbets, is on bis wvax to aIl that is
good and truc." But, " the less
wc bave to do xvithi our sins thîe
better. No man can afford to
waste his moments in compunc-
tions." But wvbile Emerson be-
lieves and teaclies that cvii is only
temporary lack of harmony, lie
teaclues with equal firmnness that
the law's of God are self-executing
and tluat rio sin ever escapes un-
puni slid.

In judging this rernarhable and
unfailing optinîism, wc must take
into consideration the circum-
stances of Enierson's life andi the
moral atmosphere -whlich hie
breathed. His w'as a life apart,
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