THE PRESBYTERIAN.

sembly, and to the Lord High Commissioner,
who in tura addressed the House, conveying
her Majesty’s assurance of her determination
to maintain the Presbyterian faith and form of
worship in Scotland, an’ the remewal of her
annual gift of £2000 for the promotion of re-
ligious instruction in the Iighlands and
Islands.

On the following day the business of the
Assembly opened with a lengthened discussion
in reference to the terms of Mr. Baird's princely
gift of £590,000 * for the purpose of promoting
the mitigation of spiritual destitution among the
population of Scotland.”

Among the aprplicants for admission from
other churches was included that of

Mg. KxiGut, oF DuNDEE,

which gave rise to a long and interesting dis-
cussion. Ultimately it was moved by Dr.
Miuicay, seconded by Sir Robt. Anstruther
that Mr. Knight and his congregation be re-
ceived into the Church of Scotland. The
motion carried by 152 to 63, and the announce-
ment was received with enthusiastic applause.

Tur CoroxtaL CoayutTer's Repony

was read by the Convener, Rev. R. H. Muig, of
Dalmeny. To the Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec the Comnmittee had sent during the
past year three ordained ministers, and five
student cvangelists, who. having spent the
winter at Queen’'s College. Kingston, were now
employed for the summer months in missionary
work. Assistance had been given to four
Canadian congregations to enable them to |
complete their places of worship, and three
Presbyteries had received grauts inxid of their
missionary operations—Perth, Ottawa, and
London.

The Synod of the Maritime Provinces had re-
ceived three ordained missionaries. Under
their fostering care the church at Victorm,
Vancouver's Island, coatinued to prosper.
Donations had been voted to New Zealand and
Queensland in aid of evangelistic work., A
minister had been sent to New South Wales,
and one had been sent and another was to fol-
low to Victoria. The funds were in a satisfac-
tory state. They began the year with a bal-
ance of £6,625 : now they had a surplus, after
an cxpenditure of £3,711 of £9,428, and this large
accumulation did not arise from a niggardly
administration, on the contrary the amount of
work done had scldom been exceeded in the
history of the Committee. The report deplored
the want of a sufficient number of missionaries
stitable for the Colonies.

The Rev. W. M. Brack, of St. Mark’s Church,
Montreal, had the honour of addressing the
Assembly in this connection as the aceredited
representative of the Canadian Syued, and the
hearty applanse with which his prescoce was
greeted and his siatements received leave no
room 10 doubt that he discharged the duty of
the bour ably and cffectively.
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asked by the Synod of the maritime Previnces
for advice in this matter. They re{)lied then -
# that however willing to approve that in the
colonies, where home divisions need never have
been known, brethren should unite as soon as
they have found a basis for Union on which it
can be honestly accomplished, it could scarcely
be expected that the General Assembley could,
through their Colonial Committee, offer any
- opinton™ or “advice” in regard to negotia-
tions the elements of which are necessarily so
far beyond the sphere of the Assembly’s know-
ledge or control.” The Assembly at that time
approved of the policy of non-intervention re-
commended by the committee, and that is tke
only Jeltverance on the subject of these negotia-
tions which the General Assembly has ever
iven,

£ Dr. Cuosxa, of Sandyford Church, Glasgow,
moved the adoption of the report, seconded by
Mr. Laxe, Elder, and supported by Dr. Massox,
which was accordingly adopted as highly in-
teresting and satistactory.

CoxTiNgNTAL CHURCHES.

Rev. Dr. Joux Manrsuast Laxg, the Convener
of this Committee, stated that during the year
they had given grants to the amount of £540.
(M that £200 had gone to the Central Protes-
tant Society of France. There the French
Synod had been resuscitated and the good hope
indulged 1 that ere long the old Presbyterian
Synodical Church would be tirmiy re.estab-
lished.

They had given £200 also fo the venerable
Church of the Waldenses, in Haly, and £30 to
the Spanish Evangelization Society.  The Com-
mittee occupied five stations on the continent,
tiiree of them permancntly—Paris, Dresden and
Rome. Professor CuarTeRIS moved the adop-
tion of the renort, seconded by Mr. MEeszies, the
Church Agent, who referred to the meeting of
the Evangelical Alliance in New York at which
he was the only representative ¢f the Church of
Scotland.

Tie ExpowNENT ScHEME.

Dr. Suiti, of North Leith, the Convener, un
whose shioulders the tle of the lat

use sl s the wauntle of the < Dr.
Robertsou scems to have fallen, gave, ijp the
report which stated that during the 145t vear
sixteen new parishes had been \d:ied to the
Church, and that since the e mencement of
the scheme 197 new panishes 29 yeen erected.
The committee had under ken fourteen fresh
grants, involvinga sum (%€ £ £20,001
ihe amount esponde ¢ OF upwards o 23540
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Referring to the progress of negociations for
UNIOXN in Canada, the committee declined th
responsibility of offering any opinion or adr
to those concerned, reminding the Asse
that so far back as 1870 the commit”
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