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our. church should increase.its staff ih the
South Seas, that a fourth man should be
appointed to go out with Mr. Annand,and
if they wish, and the Synod approve, pass
by these places and go on to Santo.

One more question must be looked at in
considering the matter at the present time,
viz.: French occupation. The French
own the neighboring group of the Loyalty
islands and have long been trying to get
a footing in the New Hebrides, chiefly, by
seeking to purchase land from the natives.
The latter knowing the treatment that
their neighbors of the Loyalties had re-
ceived were unwilling to scll, and small
progress was made. During the past.sum-
mer, however, the French have taken an
entirely mew step. They have taken
virtual possession of the group by military
occupation, as the following extract from
the minutes of the Mission Synoed will

show 2

¢ The Synod having received from one of
its members a copy of a preclamation by the
commander of a French wan-of-war Dives,
to the residents of all nationalities inthe
New Hebrides, to the effect that by order of
the ‘Governor of New Caledonia a French
military post has been established in Havan-
nah Harbor; -

“ 1t was resolved, in view of the above
and of the possibility that a. an early date,
the French may annex the group jif they
have not alrendy done so, that, in the event
of their interfering with our work,—which,
however, we trust will not be the case,—we
seck the advice of our respective Boards as
to the.course we should follow, Wearewell
aware of the treatment Protestant mission-
aries in other ficlds have received at their
hands, and we anticipate-the possibility of
our being treated in o similar manner.
And furthermore resolved, thatin view of
the changed circnmstances in which we will
now be placed, and the additional obstacles
with wbich we shall have to contend, we
wquld humbly ask the prayers and sympa-
thies of the various churches represented in
the field.” }

The proclamation referred to is as fol-
lows :—

ADVICE-BOAT-TRANSPORT, *‘ DIvES.”

We, Legrand, commander of the Advirr-
ship, Dives, make known to the residents ..f
all the nationalities settled in the New Hcb-
rides, that;

By order of the Governor of New Calc-
donia, a French military post has been es-
tablished at Havannah Harbor, isle of Sand-

wich, (Efate) on Tuesday, Juse 1st, 18£8, at
seven o’clock in the morning.
Commander of the Dives.
(Signed.) L. LearaND.
(Stamped.) ,

If that proclamation means anything, it
means that they look upon the New Heb-
rides as now in their possession. Britain
and the Colunies have protested but the
French have paid no attention to the pro-
test, They disown annexation but their
dctiong speak differeimiy. - Dr. Smith, the
Secrétary of the" F. M Committee of the
Free Church of Scotland, writes: ‘I fear
the unrighteousness and lying of the
French will prevail in the long run.” Mr.
Robertson writes ‘I fear that annexation
by the French is what our beautiful New
Hebridean isles are coming to.” Mr. Me-
Kenzie writes: ‘¢ We are drifting to an-
nexation.” Mr. McDonald, of Havannah
Harbor, where the post hes been estab-
lished, writes: ¢ They have been hard at
work Sunday and week day ever since they
landed; they have gone un building with
all their might as if for permanent pos-
session. Allowing these soldiers to remain
here means allowing them to get posses-
sion of the New Hebrides.”

French annexation does not imply any
bodily injury to the imissionaries, but if
they do as they have done in the Loyalty
Islands, and Tahita, and other places
where they have taken possession after
Protestant missionaries have been estab-
lished, they will after a time go effectually
haniper tlie work that progress will be al-

» most impossible.

Such are the main points to he consid-
ered in the matter of the increase of our
unssion staff in the New Hebrides.

At the last meeting of the F. M. Com-
mittee, while suome favored an immediate
appointment, others felt that in view of
all the circumstances ; the expense of
working a mission field on the other side
of the globe which is the natural work of
other churches and they overtaking it,
while other fields near home for which we
are respensible call for help; in view of
their being no necessity for Mr. Annand
going to Santo, in view of the Fund going
steadily into.debt under existing burdens;
and in view of French occupation, they
could not.assume the responsibility of ap-
pointing another missionary to the New
Hebrides, and the appointment has not
becn made.



