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our. church should increase, its Estaff iht the
South Seas, that a fourtit mnan should be
appointed to go out with Mr. Annand,and
if they wvisii, and the Synod approve> pasb
by these places and go on to Santo.

Onie more question must be looked at in
considoring, the matter at the present time,
viz.: Fre 'neh occupation. The French
own the neighhoringr group of the Loyalty
islands and have long been trying, tu get
a footing in the New Hebrides, elp~,b
seeking to purchase land frorn the nattives.
Thu latter kniowing; the treatmexît that 1

thirn ihbors of the Loyalties had re- j
ceived wvere unwilliing te seiu, and sniaU
pregress was nade. Duriiiîg the pastsioin-
nier., liowever, the French have taken an
entircly -newv step. Thecy liave taken
v'irtual1 posse.ýsioiu of tlie grouploy nîiilitary
occupation, as the following extract front
the *minutes Ur the Mission Syniod wvifl
show,

"Thé Syi»ot having reccivcd from one of
its nienibers a copy of ai proclamation hy the
comnmiaîiiie of a French nnan-of-war Dive,
te the residents of ail nationalities ii- the
Neiv 1ebrides, te the cifeet that by oaider of
the -Govcrnor of Newv Caledomia, a French
rnilfitary post lias beezi e.stabiisicd ini Havait-
nah Hiarbor;

-t as resolved, in view of tl * e above
and of the possibility that a,, ant early date,
the French iiiay anncx the group if lhey
have net at!readly dune sa, that, ini the event
of their interfering %vith our work,-whichi,
hîow'cvér, we trust wvill tnt be the case,-we
seek the advice of our respective B3oards as
t thie-couirse ie slould folew, Ve are w cll
awvare cf the treatinent P>rotestant mission-
ar;es in other f3ids have received at their!
lbands, -and wc anticipate-tlîe possibility of
or heing treated iii a siiliar inanner.
And fortiiernore resolvcdl, that in viewv el
the changed circoîinstanices iii which, we wvilI
now bc placed, auid the additional obstacles
,with wvhich wvu shaUl have to coutend, we
wqold huinhly nsk the prayers and sympa-
thmies of tl:e varions churcbes representcd ini
the field."

The proelanition referred te is as fol-
lows-

AD'VICE,-LOAT-TRA-.,SPOItT, "in.

WVe, Legrand, commander cf the Av"'
ship, Diveq, nîmîke known te the residents ..f
ail the natioîialities settled ini the New Heb-
rides, that;

By order of the Grovernor of New Calc-
donia, a French niilitary post lbas been et-.
tablished mit Ilavannah Hairbor, isle of Sand--

wich, (Efîite) on Tuesdlay, ,3u-ae let, 1886, mit
seven o'clock ia the nlorning.

Commander of the Dirc..
(Signed. U. LEOUAND.

(Staniped.)

If that Proclamaion rneans anything, it
means that they look -upon the New Reb-
rides as now in their posseosien. Britain.
and the Colonies -have pretested but the
French iave paidl ne attention ta the pro-
test. T1iQyeçiiown gxpîexation but their-

Sèécrétài of'-theier f'!Cûemuittee cf the.
Free Church cf Scotland, -wvrites: IlI fear
the unrighteousness and lying cf the
French will prevail in the long run." Mr.
'Robertson writes "I1 fear that annexatiomi
by the French is what or beautiful Newr
Hiebridean isies are. coming to." Mr. Mc-
Kenzie wvrites: &'We are drifting te an-
nexation. " hir. McDonald, of HEavannah
Harbor, where the post, ba been estab-
lished, writes: " They have beemi liard at
work Sunday aîîd week day eaver simîce they
landed; they have gone un building with
ail their inight, as if for permanent pos-
session. Allowinig these soldiers te reniaini
here mneans allowing thent. te get posses-
sion cf the New Hebrides."

French annexation does mot, iniply any
bodily injury te the inissionaries, but if
they do as they have doeim in the Loyalty
Islands, and Tahiita, and oather places
whero they have taken possession after
Protestant inissionaries live been estab-
lislîud, they -ill af ter a ti!ue so effectually
hmîniper thée" work. tiiaC prog1re*.s -will be aL-
imost impossible.

Sueli are the nmaini points Wo lie consid-
ered in the nîatter of thu increase cf our
mission staff lu the Aew 1Lebrides.

At the last, meeting cof the F. M. 0cm-
mi**tteel wlîile soxîle favored-u an honiediate
appointienrt, oathers fuit that in view cf
ail the circunistances ; the expense of
working a mission field on the other sigle
of the globe wicih is tho miatuxal work cf
o ther churches and they overtaking it,

lwhile other fields near hoine for whiehl wu
are respensible call for lielp; in view cf
thîcir being ne neccssity for Mr. Aiinand
gcing to Santo, in view cf the Fond going
ste7adily into.debt, under existinig bordens,
and in view cf French occupation, they
cculd flot.assume the responsibility cf ap-
pointing another nmissionary te, the-Nqew
He'brides, and thec appointinent has met
Ixtun made


