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WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 31, 1898.

1898-1899.

The regular date of issue for The
Commercial for 1898 falis on the last
day of the year. The year now within
a few hours of its close has been on
the wiwle a very prosperous one for
Western Canada. The country las
probably made greater- and more solid
advancement during 1898 than during
any previous year since the opening of
the country for ‘settlement by the ad-
vent of railways The country, of
course, experienced g great “boom”
shortly after the Canadian Pacifio
railway contract w=s ratified; but
while much real advancement was
then made, 2 grent deal of the appar-
ent progress and prosperity of that
time was of a speculative nature,
which in its uitimate collapse brought
disaster and loss upon many. The pro-
gress of 1898 has been entirely free
from any speculative tendencles. It
has been legitimate and substantial—
such as will last,

During the year our population has
nndoubtedly increased at s more rap-
id rate than at asy tlme since the
“boom™ period, while there g
that  diffcrence that during the
“boom” we gathered in a large float-
ing  population, whiclkr disappeared
when conditions reached o natural or
normal basis. Our lncrease in popula-
tion this year lias been of the produc-
Ing cluss. Our farm lands have In-
creased in value and have
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been iIn  better demand for
actual settlement than ever before.
Weo are now finding it advisable to
drain some of our swamp areas in
the older settled districts, to provide
more land for purpseces of cultivation.
Our cities and towns have made rapid
progress in porulation and building
improvements. A few years ago It
was sald that Winnipeg could never

become s manufacturlng clty, but we'

find that ns population increases, in-
dustries are being established which
were never thought of & few years
ago. During the year a, number of
important industries huve been estab-
lished here. .

Our farmers, who form the basis for
our progress, are becoming independ-
ent. The farmers as a body ure in a
very different position from what they
were & few years ago. The great
majority of our farmers came here
with very limited means, and they
were obliged to work hard and ccon-
omize in order to get & start. Many
of them had to go through severe
privations, such as must be the ex-
perience of all who try to establish
themselves upon & farm, with limited
means. Neurly all the oider settlers
have surmounted these difficulties and
are now iu a prosperous condition.
The form improvements in the way of
bulldings, carried on this year, indi-
cato the genteral prosperity amosng
the farmers.

Another important featuro of pro-
gress for the yopr 1898 is the rall-
way building which has been going on
throughout the country. In Manitoba
rallway construction bas been going
oun on no less than five different roads.
Farther west we have the important
Crow's Nest railway and the Boun-
dary Creek district rallway in British
Columbina, while eastward prograss has
boen made on the Rainy river road,
which will form another through line
to Lake Superior, in conjunction with
the Winnipeg Southicastern.
certafuly been a very active year in
rhailway building in the West. The
new roads in Manitoba have made
large and rich agricultural districts
easily accessible for settlement, while
ths new rcads in British Columbia und
the territory between Winuipeg and
Lake Superior, will assist in dovelop-
ing these weulthy mineral regions.

The outlook tor 1899 is certalnly
favorable. During 1898 the country
has entered the threshold of a new
stage of prosperity and development,
and we ali expect that this progress
will be maintained at & more rapid
rate during 1899.

We wish our readers n prosperous
New Year.

Drying Wheat.
1t 18 pleasing to learn that the
machinery recently put iIn several
alevators for the drying of wheat ia

‘Chis has .

505

working successfully, The drying of
damp grain was never tried here be-
fore, aund e matwer was looked upon
as un experiment. 1y fact many were
heard 10 express their doubts as to
tho outcome of the attempts to dry
tho grain in this way. We noted in
our wheat market report lust week
thut samples of wheat dried at the
Yort Arthur elevator had been shown
here, and the grala appeared to be
in perlect condivion. iuce then we
havo had further information from
Port Arthur of a very satisfuctory
nature. Ar. King, af this elevator,
reports that he is very much pleased

. and even surprised av the quality of

the wlhieat alter it has been dried.
Wheat that was very dump and that
was  expacted to ghow up badly
bleached, has dried out with its color
almost unimpaired. All this is very
eucouraging, as it is now known
that our damp wheat can be put into
marketable coundition, at u moderate
cost, where otherwise it would be
ouly fit for feeding on the farms.

The cost of the new drying plant
put in the Port Arthur elevator will
amount to $25,000. It consists of
two large bollers, 18 by 6 feet, which
are contected by 6 inch steam pipe
with drying plant in the elevator.
Tho heating coils have bzen placed
in a lean-to uddition on one side of
the elevator. The fans of the dry-
ing plant are driven by a fast run-
ning 80 horse power epgine, made by
the Waterous Engine Works Co., of
Brantford, which « has been put in
specially for This purpose. There-are
four separate drying machines, each
capable of handling 350 bushels ata
time. The air is heated by passing
through very large coils, and if driven
through the wheat in the dryers by
o large Tan. which is kept running
at ahigh speed. The passage of this
bot air thaws the wheat and carries
off the moisture. The hot air is then
shut off and cold air is forced through,
which has the effect of removing all
sweat and dampness.

Tho length of time required to dry
o yuantity of grain equal to the
capacity of the machines, varles ac-
cording to tho degree of dampness,
but is usually [rom ome to one and
a half hoars. The shrinkage in the
welght of the grain will also vary
according to the degree of dampness.
About Jour pounds per bushel has
been about the usual 108s so far, but
very wet grain would lose consider-
ably more weight than this. This
shrinkage of weight is not of course
a loss to the grower, as it represents
excessive moisture taken out of tle
wlieat, which would have lost the
samo welg, ¢ If it had been dried in
the ficld. ¢ .y sufficient moisture is
taken out ‘o leave the grain in a
normal condition. If over-dried it
would be damaged for milling pur-
POSe8. L

Apart from. the damage done to

- Greenshields, Son & Co., and McIntyre,

Son & Co., in the recent Montreal lire,
the adjoining bullding, occupled..by
James Leggatt, was almost com-
pletely gutted, the loss being estimuted
at about §50,000. In the buildiug on
the opposite slde of the street, occu-
pled by Mark Fisher & Co., the stock
was damaged by fire and smoke to
the extent of §5,000, The city of
Montreal, the Street Rallway and the
Lachine Electric Light company also
suffered severely. The tutal loss is
estimatea at $1,16,000, which s
covered by insurance to the extent of

$1,0.09,00°- Y 1 L ’
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