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THE COMMIIFZRCIAL.

British Columbia,

Theo. Shaw, hotel keeper, Vancouver, has
told out,

MecMillan & Son, Girecers, Vancouver, heve
sold vut,

Mrs \WW. E. Dickenson has oponed a hotel at
\Westminstor,

McDonald & Hobbs are opening in wholesalo
liguors at Nanaimo,

tallagher & Stevenson have opened a livory
business at Vornon.

William Brown, Hotel keeper, Vancouver,
succeeds T. A. Shaw,

Emanual Cook contetnplates starting business
at Victoria as jobber in dry goods.

J. H. Baker & Co., boot and shoe merchants,
Victoria ; J. . Charch has retired.

The name of the firm of Lawenberg, Harris
& Co., financial agents, otc., \Westminster, has
been changed tn Lowenberg, Harris, Sinclaic
& Co.

The Bank of British Co'wnbia have added a
savings baok department. Dopo:its will be
received from §1 upwards, and four per cent.
interest will be given.

A half interest in the Interoational hotel at
Nelson held by W, Hunter, has peen sold for
$2000 to Bruce Craddock, The International
will now be maunaged by Dawson & Craddock.

All the shares in the Union Brewery company
at Nanaimo have been subseribed to, and active
preparations are being made to proceed with
the erection of the building as soon as the
weather will permit,

The Caledonia, the newx stern wheel steamer
built for the Hudson Bay Company, at McP’hee’s
ship yard on the Fraser River, has beea lauach-
ed. The boat will be taken to Victoria where
the Albion Iron \Works will put in the machin-
ery. This fine boat, which is intended for the
Skeena river trade, is 100 feet long by 24 feet
beam, and has five feet depth of hold.

The annual meeting of tho New Westminster
board of trade was held recently, and the fol-
lowing officers were elected: T. J. Trapp,
president : W. Wolfenden, vice president ; D.
Robson, secretary. Council, W. H. Keary, C.
G. Major, John Hendry, B. Douglas, W. B,
Townsend, H. Hoy, G. E Corbould, D. Drys.
dale. Board of arbitration,—\V. A. Duncan,
D. McNuir, C. E. Woods, W. J. Walker.

H. McDowell & Co., druggists, Vancouver.
have bought out the business of A. W. Draper
drugs of the same place, the latter store will be
uader the management of H H. Watson, who
has been connected with the basiness for up-
wards of a year, and has now been taken into
partoership. A. \V, Draper will continue his
tobacconist business at Vancouver, which he
has heretofore carrizd on separate from the
drug trade.

The New Westminster Lulger says: *‘The
wholesale market fo: local produce has a decided
tendency torise.  Although fignres remain as
quoted last week the demand i3 certainly great-
er thao. the supply, botatoes finding a ready
sale at §25 per ton ; eegs and butter can bo eas-
ily disposed of at figures a trifle in advauce of
those hitherto quoted, and should the cold
weather continue all kiads of fudder will un-
doubtedly be in great demand.

The Union Steamship Co., sanys the Van-
couver Neuws, is calling for tenders for the con-
struction of a wooden steamer. Tne boat is to

be 30 feot long and 10 feot broad with a hold 6

feet deop. The engines out of the Skidegate
will be placed in her, and aho will bo used prin-
cipally for harbor trade. With this Loat and
the threo now steamors that are on their way
this company will own a tlcot of 10 steamorsand
8 scows. Monday is the last day for sending
in tenders.

The British Columbia Tanning Compauny, of
Nanaimo, at its recent meeting of sharcholders,
reported a favorable scason's busincss. The
question of increasing the capacity of the tan.
nery departnont was discussed, and it will be
further considered at a apeocial meoting to be
ealled in o fow days, Tho election of tho board
of directors resuited as follows :  John Pawson,
Thos. W. Glaholin, A. Haslam, J. W, Stirtan,
E. Quenne), T. Mo:gan. At a subsequent
meoting of the directors the followiag officers
were elected : T, W. Glaholm, president;
Jahn Pawson, treasurer ; A. Haslam, secrotary ;
James Abrams, manager,

The Vancouver News gays, : G, F. & J. Gult
have decided to give up thelr branch wholesale
general grocery business at Vancouver, and in
future will simply carry on o wholesale tea
trade. It was with these intontions that the
firm ficst opened a branch here, and ths general
grozery business was only corried on until the
tox trade could be worked up sutliztently so as

to enable them to take this step. They now do,

business wih many of the wholesale houses on
the Sound, and consider that they will work
up a large and profitable trade. H. Galt is
shortly going on a trip to China in connection
with their tea trade, aul he may probably stay
thero.

The following is the amount of revenue col-
lected at Vancouver during the month of Feb-
ruary compared with the amount coliected
during the corresponding moath of 1890,
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The Short Crop-Theory.

There has been so much short crop literature
this scason, that the public had expected to see
before this, some of its eflects. The claim was
uccopted at the eavly ,part of the season and
acted upon, prices of wheat going well above
the 31 mark. - The rise was on the expectancy
of witnessing some proof in the visible supply
melting down, but as there was no such demon-
stration of it, support was withdrawn tem.
porarily.

Still it was told that small receipts at the
leading grain markets might bo expected, at
least after Jaouary f. Oan its strength there
was a moderate January bulge, but the wheat
continving to come forward, & loss of confidence
followed and market values declined. For
several weecks the arrivals of grain huve been
Jarger than usual, and the public is agnin asked
to wait for proof of a short crop. There is more
or less demoralization now in the ranks of aup-
porters of prices, and there are signs of a

change of base. There is no question of thie
small crop, or tho smaller resorve to be carried
over into the next.  But thera was never any
veason to suppose thore would mot be wheat
onough to sorvo all noedful requiroments this
season, and people who thought otherwiso, nd
opted tho belief with too little ronson,  Acting
upon it as they did, without justification, there
is no wonider they are discouraged now. — Min

neapolis Market Record.
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Raw Pur Prices Abroad.

The Now York Fur Trade Review quotes the
following prices current there for No. 1 prime
northern sking, the variation being for size or
color. Prices por skin excopt beaver, which is
quotaed by the pound,—DBlack bear, northern
Canada, $12 to §25 ; cubs and yearlings, 5 to
812 ; brown bear, 810 to §1{; cubs, §3 to & .
Grizzly, $10 to $16; cubs and yearlings, $2 to
$8; fishor, northorn Canada, §4 to $7; Otter,
northern, $6.50 to 810; beaver, Canada and
<astorn, $4 to §4.60 per pound; beaver castor,
84 to 36 por pound; silver fox, $20 to Sion;
oross fox, $3.60 to §3; red fox, $1.50 to $1.65;
groy fox, 60 to 70c; marten, 70c¢ to R2.5m;
miak, 70: to $1.75: skunk, black, $1.23 to $1.31;
skurk, half stripe, 70 to 80¢; skuuk, full stripe,
33 o 40c; skuak, white, 15 ¢0200; raccoon, 60 to
#3c: muskrat, fall, 13 to 14; muskrat, wiater,

¢ to 18¢c; lyox, 83 to §3.60; wild cat, {0 to
60c; prime badger, $1 to $1.23; unp imed do ,
5to 20c: rabbit,] to 2¢; timber wolf, $i 30
to §2 75 ; prairie wolf, 70 to 83; wolverine,
$3 50 to $3; duor skins, 22 to 32¢ per pound;
antolopo, 10 to 25c por pound; elk, 10 to )
per pound; buckskin, 70¢c to Si per pound.

Eby, Blain & Co., wholesale grocers, Toronto,
have been looking for larger premises for some
time and they have now bought out the whole-
sale grocery business and building of Frank
Smith & Co., and will move into the Smith
building about June 1, taking over any stock
then on hund, Their new premises cover about
10,000 more squaro feet of ground than the
present building  Smith & Co ’s liquor depart
ment has been sold to Adams & Burns,

AUSTRALIA is evidently thoroughly dissatis
fied with its present colonial status, divided up
as it is into a number of separate colonies. A
movement is now on foot for a federation of
the differeat colonics, under one form of gavern
ment.  \Vhat is evidently puzzling the Austral-
ians is the form of federation which they should
undectake. Luis is the poiat which has prob
ably maintained the separate colonial existenc-
of the different divisions up to the present time,
A conference .is now being held at Sydaey, in
the colony of New South Wales, to consider
the question ot federation and if possible unite
upon a constitution. The copstitution of
Canada is the one most likely to be taken into
account by the Australinns in shapiog their own
coure. According to cable despatches, how.
ever, there appears to be a considerable party
in favor of the absolute independence of .\us
tralia and the formation of a federal union on
the lines of the constitution of the United
States. Tho trade question is also a trouhle
some ono with the Australiaus, public opinion
being divided botween protectionist a1t free
trade doctrines. ‘The outcome of the Sydney
conferonce will bo a matter of general interest
to Canadians.



