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IROH FOR T1IE'.ËBTI1YiST.
WIîilû flic work of developing te a-ri

cultural resaurces of the Nortinvest is
nîlaking sti.Ldy althitgl not very rapid
progrcss, the uuiiineal resources of the
country aire lying praetieally iuntouvehcd.
It is not thrce ykvarS silice t1% f irst of our
coal lias l>ven iiiiiied and placed ini thc
mnarket, aud as yet only otie or tvo of tlîc
Vast fields lîafe been opetved uip. MWllit
little lias been donc iu titis way lias oinly
suippli,,d for us a failnt glimlpsc of the un-
i outîded fuel resources of aur great land,
so that ail we ]lave yct donc is to proN e
licyond( a doubt our iimuncral wealth iii
titis particular Iiue, aud yet we arc humn.
ing ia our bouses. sud factories oite of the
best soft coals to bc found lu the world,
the supply of w~hiclî is sixnpiy uaniiimited.

We have scarceiy mnade search for any
uscful minerai outside of coal, and yct wp
have hid it dcmionstrated by lotit scion-
tistsand practical niniers that our iron
r.esources are in lio way infc'riûr or inarc
liiiited than our- coa) bcds. liu fact titere
are circuistatices iii connection with
many of our iron ore beds, %vlicel iake
thent itmcli ucarer to boit), practically
useful than our coal bLd'S. Oue of thLese
circunistances is the fact tîtat sonte of
these iron beds are easily accessible and
near to a neans of convoyance to popula.
tion. ce itrcs. Around the shtores of Lake
WVinnipeg for instance the fields of v'ery
fine oie are to ail initeuts and purposes
unliiinited. W'e ]lave bec» told by practi-
cal iinralogists wvho liave tcsted sanuples
front ther.. that wve liave soute of the
f inest aud richest hematite ore to bc fourid
on tlîe Anierican continent, wvhicli iust
yield heavy raturas for the trouble and
expense of sinelting. In inany other
localities WC have equally rich deposits,
but perhiaps iii no other place are they so
easy of access.

There are ewpeople bore now -who
doubt the aburîdative uf iro tC reii the
locality we have nientioned, and yet there
lias as yet been no definite iniove towards
its developîncut and utilzing. 'foo inany
of the parties intercsted iii the country,
and posscsse-d of the means to engage in
titis work of develuliug1 our iroa resaurces,
have tho fixed idea iu tlîeir minds that
outside of agriculture the fields bore for

itivestinent tire botu few and Iimiitecl, sud
scarcely any of thcn ]lave yet looked up-
on trou muines as oua of tlic protitable
anas. Porhtaps if tlipy woiil(l take the
trouble ta in(luire into tîte unatter there
nilit be sonte radical Chanige in their
opinions tipon titis subjeet.

It is tiot aur intention inow to go iiito
a tabulation of figures aud facts to pi-ove
that iron production front our natural
resources %would ho profitable. Nor do0
\%v utors!v lial! su caîuîpeteuit to

(Io so, as the practical indi% iduals p5 ssess-
e(l of extensive experience in iron %vork.
ie, wlin ne are iiioast mixions to niako

inivestigations ou1 the subjeet. But we
cauot sliut our eyes ta the faet tîtat the
fiHd for iron iingiii is steadily spreading
Nortlîward and Westnard ln titis coutin-
cnt, until tlie actual deinands of the iron
trade are causing tie mners inattock sa
to speak to tap at ni... dvnors. It is lu the-
nicnîory of saine of aur conmparatively
young people, %vltcmî the first atternpts
%vere mnade at wvorkiug the itoui resour:ces
of the shores of Lake, Superior, and to.day
the demiand for aud production of iron arc
front thant district have assunicd colossal
proportions. ]leently thte Ire), i'rade
Revif iv of Cie% claude, Ohio, stattvd tîtat tlie
iron orec taken front theu Lake Superiar
dirtricts during the past year rcachied ain

agcaeof nearly 3,000,000 toits, 'Uic
largest yet reaulicd, aud that the demnauci
for the saine wvas steadily ou the increase.
Sa unucli so that in a few ycars tîte supply
must bc altogetîter iiia(lecuatc to fli the
dcmnaid. WuO thir.k titis is a pretty loa
kuiock at tîte doar oF our Northiwestcrn
iran (lepasits, and onc wlîicl it would be
wcll ta give head to. If Lake Superior
is found too liunited lu supply, or that
suppiy is hcginning to fail, we have
another inland sen, Lake Winnipeg, wherp
the growing denîands o! the iron trade
can find ant ample suppiy. In titis field
tlîe funds of tue capitalist can lind profit-
able investincut, and the certaiinty o!
profit is all tlîe greater, Whou accordingr
to the statement of our Cleveland content-
paorary these minerai resources must son
bc nipnal if the gruowiig deumands
of tlic iran trade arc ta find a supply near
honte.

To tîje people o! the *Nortliwest it is
ur -icccssary ta point out the value o!
thiese iran depobits as a power ini the de-
veloptuient of uur own country. Tlîo
Nvork of railway construction has oniy
coînmenced in titis broad ]and, which
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mnust in fowver years thaxi wo imagine ho
cutelinge cultivated field. Tliouvands
upoil thousands of miles of railway wvill
be necessary ta carry on and complote titis
great work, sud it cati ha more easily
iuagined titan calculatcd, Nviint a boon it
wotild hc to ]lave iii aur own midst the
power of producing the rails fur titis iron
network, wlîich must lin tiîno cover the
face of titis great fertile land.

FM&11ERS &S GRAIX DEULERS.
Most sensiblo people in titis city and

province wero agreably surprise(l nt the
.rond scuse and moderation displayed hy
flie Farniers' Union at its lato convention
lu WVinnipeg, and ta soume people o! a
uniscîtievous tut-a of inind the resuits miay
bc tanltali?îng. Be that as it tnay, ta
fariners of 1%anitoha, in convention in
1885 furiuislicd a înarkcd coutrast to tue
farîniern of Manitoba iii convention in
1883. W'hlat lias causcd titis satisfactory
change, is exercîsing the minds of miany,
and ech attributes it te saule cause, real
or iiiuaginary, bue, as a rul to one vhîiclî
suits the tastes or prejudices of t party
formitg tue opinion. Titus titose wiîo
wisiî to sec tue Union out of existence
say tîtat the uers have enougli of
(luarrels auîong +hcînselvcs to keep tiieni
frai» quarreling wvith outsiders. Otlters
mlio are wvcl-tvislieis of the Union say,
aud niot withiout trutit, that the iuîprovcd
ftuiancial state o! aur farîners no% i, com-
paî-ed wvitlî two years ag0 o, leaves thein
very littie mot for discontent, and fur-
niishes no incentivo for thetn ta run dis-
conttent into petulence.

The aijove rossons, as wvoll as others,
inay ]lave contriouted mare or less to
brim, out tue more sensible traits in aur
farmers, but wvc helieve tliere is ane cause
Nvlichli above ail others bhm contributed ta
silenciug tinis disconcent and petulence
and hringing tlîcîn do'vn ta sensible Mdens,
aud titat is the uttor failura of their tr..d-
in- operations, and tile consequeut grow-
ing belle! that, as a body, flîey are not
quite so versatile in thoir talents as they
supposed tiy woe. A ycar ago they
bad iiothi., but abuse for tijeir felhow-
citi;Pens la otîter waiks o! hife, and cvery
trader tlîey liad dealings wvitli was rated
as a skark, who lived, by what lie plun-
doed froni tho honest, horny-hauded fat-
mer. Of course the titiller and the grain
deaier came in for tlîe I'eavy share of
their abuse, but they bad still consider.
able ta spare for mon in other linos of


