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" IRON FOR THE NORTHWEST.

While the work of developing the agri
cultural resources of the Northwest is
making steady although not very rapid
progress, the mineaal resources of the
country avo lying practically uvntouched.
It is not three years since the first of our
coal has been mined and placed in the
market, and as yet only one or two of the
vast fields have beeun opened up. What
little has been done in this way has only
supplied for us a faint glimpse of the un-
bounded fuel resources of our great land,
so that all we have yet done is to prove
beyond a doubt our mineral wealth in
this particular line, and yet we are burn.
ing in our houses and factories one of the
best soft coals to be found in the world,
the supply of which is simply unlimited.

We have searcely made search for any
useful mineral outside of coal, and yet we
have had it demonstrated by voth scien.
tists and practical winers that our iron
resources are in no way inferior or more
limited than our coal beds. In fact there
are circumstances in connection with
many of our iron ore beds, which make
them much nearer to being practically
useful than our coal Leds. One of these
circumstances is the fact that some of
these iron beds are easily accessible and
near to o means of conveyance to popula-
tion ceatres. Around the shores of Lake
Winnipeg for instance the fields of very
fine ore are to all iutents and purposes
unlimited. 'We have been told by practi-
cal mineralogists who have tested samples
from there that we bhave some of the
finest aud richest hematite ore to be found
on the American continent, which must
yicld heavy returns for the trouble and
expense of smelting. In many other
localitics we have equally rich deposits,
but perhaps in no other place are they so
easy of access. ]

There are few people here now who
doubt the abundance of iron ore in the
locality we have mentioued, and yet there
has as yet been no definite move towards
its development and utilizing. Too many
of the parties interested in the country,
and possessed of the means to e¢ngage in
this work of develuping our iro. resources,
have the fixed idea in their minds that
outside of agriculture the fields here for

investment are both fow and limited, and
searcely auy of them have yet looked up-
on iron mines as one of the protitable
ones.  Perhaps if they would take the
trouble to inquire into the matter there
might Le some radieal change in their
opinious upon this subject,

It is uot our intention now to go into
a tabulation of figures and facts to prove
that iron production from our natural
resources would be profitable. Nor do
we deemn ourselves half su cotnpetent to
do so, as the practical individuals possess-
ed of extensive experience in iron work-
ing, whomn we are most anxious to make
investigations on the subject. But wo
cannot shut our eyes to the fact that the
fi~ld for iron mining is steadily spreading
Northward and Westward in this countin-
ent, until the actual dewands of the iron
trade are causing the miner’s mattock so
to speak to tap at ou. duars, It is in the
memory of some of our comparatively
young people, when the first attempts
were made at working the iron resources
of the shores of Lake Superior, and to-day
the demand for and production of iron ore
from that district have assumed colossal
proportions. Rccently the Jron I'rade
Revicw of Clevilang, Olio, stated that the
iron ore taken from the Lake Superior
dirtricts during the past year reached an
aggregate of nearly 3,000,000 tons, the
largest yet reached, and that the demaund
for the same was steadily on the increase.
So much so that in a few years the supply
must be altogether inadequate to fill the
demand.  We thivk this is a pretty loud
knock at the door of our Northwestern
iron deposits, and one which it would be
well to give head to. If Lake Superior
is found too limited in supply, or that
supply is beginning to fail, we have
another inland sea, Lake Winnipeg, where
the growing demands of the iron trade
can find an ample supply. In this ficld
the funds of the capitalist can find profit-
able investment, and the certainty of
profit is all the greater, when according
to the statement of our Cleveland contem-
porary these mineral resources must soon
Le indispensable if the growing demands
of the iron trade are to find a supply near
home.

To the people of the Northwest it is
ur.aecessary to point out the value of
these iron deposits 28 & power in the de-
velopment of our own country. The
work of railway construction has only
cemmenced in this broad land, which

must in fower years than we imagine be
onc hugo cultivated field. Thourands
upon thousands of miles of railway will
be necessary to carry on and compiete this
great work, and it can be more easily
imagined than calculated, what a boon it
would be to have in our own midst the
power of producing the rails fur this iron
network, which must in time cover the
face of this great fostile land,

PARMERS AS GRAIN DEALERS.

Most sensible people in this city and
province were agreeably surprised at the
good sense and moderation displayed by
the Farmers’ Union at its late convention
in Winnipeg, and to some people of a
mischievous turn of mind the results may
Le tantalizing. Be that as it may, the
farmers of Manitoba in convention in
1885 furnished a marked contrast to the
farmers of Manitoba in convention in
1883, What has caused this satisfactory
change, is exercising the minds of many,
and each attributes it to some cause, real
or imaginary, but. as a rule to one which
suits the tastes or prejudices of the party
forming the opinion. Thus those who
wish to sce the Union out of existence
say that the mexbers have enough of
quarrels among *hemselves to keep them
from quarreling with outsiders. Others
who are well-wishers of the Union say,
and not without truth, that the improved
financial state of our farmers nov, com-
pared with two years ago, leaves then
very little room for discontent, and fur-
nishes no incentive for them to run dis-
content into petulence.

The above reasons, as well as others,
may have contrivuted more or less to
brivg out the more sensible traits in our
farmers, but we believe there is one cause
which above all others has contributed to
silencing this discontent and petulence
and bringing them down to sensible ideas,
and that is the utter failure of their tr.d.
ing operations, and tie consequent grow-
ing belief that, as a body, *hey are not
quite so versatile in their talents as they
supposed tiey were. A year ago they
bad nothiug but abuse for their fellow-
citizens in other walks of life, and every
trader they had dealings with was rated
as & skark who lived by what he plun-
dered from the honest, horny-handed far-
mer. Of course the miller and the grain
dealer came in for the heavy share of
their abuse, but they had still consider-
able to spare for men in other lines of
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