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HARDWOOD FINISH.
COUNTRY builders Wvho have always beeti ac-

cu.çiomed to flnisiig their bouses wvitlî pine or
olher sort wvoods experience sonie dificulty in
getting a proper cstimatc of the extra labor re-
quired to fit.isli in hardwoods. It is safe to say
thal the cost of labor in finishling off a room in
cherry, black birch or whlite± ash, ks about double
nhal il wvould be if finishied in whbite flne. Black
a>h or elni finish takes about So per cent. more
imen to put in proper shape thani pine, and oak,
(id or White, costs a ti ifle more to finish thail
cherry or black birch. Lumber cut from the
butt logs of the black birch is one of our band-
gimest ivoods, a'ad is strong nnd durable anîd
miIl take a polisti as high as the best cherry or
mahogaay. For aeweis, hand-rails anîd balusters
il is superior to wvalnut, and much stronger,
ivorks better in the lathe and is less apt to ciîip
or sliver uinder the carver's tools. If not quar-
iteei Mien sawn, it bas the fault of warping, and
%nil be affected more or iess by atmosphieric
changes, but on fixed work this may casily be
preventedt by proper fastenings, anîd in freework,
such as doors, sashies, venetian ilinds, etc.,
quartercd stuif should be used, or the doors and
-ishes shotild be Il buit up" witl the grain

rce'erscd, %t hicli will preveat warping and twist-
ing. This latter rnethod ks expensive, but insures
Iasting and satisfactory work, but when econoiny
is the rmie, quartered stuff worked solid answvers
very treli. Trhe ivorking of hardtvooid of any
Lkind requires more skill, a botter class of tools
and more exact wvorkmanship than the wvorkig
of pine or ollier sof't wvoods, and these items
atone entait extra cost. WVhere hardwvoods are
to be finishiec iii a natural state great care should
bo tali to prev'at: lime staias, consequently il
is better in alil cases to put no finish until the
plasterers have fully completed their wvork, for
a lime stain on cherry or birchi can never be
talion out or completely covered without stain-
ing. In the absence of birchi or cherry red bechl
makes a v'ery handsome finishi-m tact, beech lias
some beauties; no other wvood lias, and when
quartered and properly finislîed has a mietallic
sheen that k cliarming and unique.

TiSE whle trouble wvith line shaftiîîg k titat
too many inicompetent people think they knowv
how% to ma.ke il and how ta put it up. In truth,
hotvever, a finc slîaft is a1 comparatively delicate
Plcce of mlacliaery, and ils mnakiag, crection and
maintenatnce ail require good enîginîeering sense.
1%*Ih ti iîs friction ouglît to fait far below that
%shiclî niani experiments show ta cxist. But
the aVer.tge Ilse shîaft, it mîust be remcimbcrcd, is a
'Sfigghing, squiirm-ing body, trying liard to preserve
a straiglit line against the evil efforts of uneven
bcaringb anid iîîjudiciausly placed driving pulîcys.

MR. JOHN PIGGOTT.
IN' the acconipanying cut ks portraycd the

counltenance of onle of thie lcadling luîîîbcr dealers
of Western Ontario, :.1 the persosi or MNr. Jouît
Piggott, of Chîatham, Ont. I-lis irst ,oiection
wviti thic business wvas about f'ûrty ycars ago, as
tie f'ollowiîig particulars of lus lite wvill show.

Air. Piggott wvas born ini Oxfordshire, Eng-
]and, ini the ycar 1842. Eîîîigrating t0 this
Counîtry ini 1848, lie settlcd at WVooclstock, Ont.,
spending lus school days tliere. In 1859 lic re-
nioved to Tiiedford, Ont., %viiu-rehie was engagcd
in thue square timber and suive business. lIn
1869 lie decidcd to leave tîtat section of the coun-
try, and locatcd a lunîber yard at the corner of
King and Forsytu streets, Chiatham, wliere luis
office is at thîe presesit tinie. Then tiiere wvas
ver' litIle pille luniber uscd in ltaI section of the

MR. jasîx Pslc.;OT-r.

country. His first stock of lumber wvas pur-
chased from Ille bute Peter Christie, of Toronto,
and the fir,,c ycar's business uvas coîufincd to
about 500,000 feet. Ste.fll> since that tinie his
traite has increased, and hast ycar's turn-ovcr
aggregatcd over 5,000,000 tedt.

Ia the year 1884 Mr. Piggott fourid that ta
rua a lumber business successfully it wvas iîcces-
sary to have a planing miii, anîd at once set to
work ta erect the present faclory a. thue corner
of 'ing and Second strcets. Tltree ycars ago
he purchascd the lumber yard, plining miii,
stock and wvharf property of W. G. Nutson, in
Windsor. Ja July of the folloiag )-Car this
factory wvas destroyed by lire, but in nine weeks
a miore modern structure wvas erected and in
operation. Upon purchasiag the Windsor pro-
perty Nir. Piggatt ndmitted luis ,ons as pari ners,
under thue naine of johîîî Figgott X& Sons. Tkc
nioney invested lias been eartied entircly by the
business. The firn miake a spc"ialty of turning
out fille house finish hainvwhitc pine, Norway pine,
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Gcorgi.î pille, rcd oiîk, black aNll, checrry, bircît,
anîd ail kiids of native woods. At preselît tlîcy
arc gcttiîig out lthe interiar wuod-work ini quar.
tereci reci oak for a flle resicletc in WVinnipeg,
Man. Tiicy manufacture mndetls, ollice andc
batik ftttings in Wood.

The scthject of aur sketch lias beesi givesi nian%
positions or liasior ini te City, haviiig sorvcd as
ai miember of the Counicil anid as president of thte
Agricultural Society. At the present ltiici lie ks
president of tue Board of Trade.

WOOD WARPING.
\Voni, particulariy hardwood, titat lias siot

been nruiperly sawîi, ik aliniist sure la warp or
twvist soieo exîcat ini the scasoia'- A board
cul front the side af a log bas thse grain rings af
the wood iying iii circies liaving a greitter
lengtl on omie side of the board tlian on the
otîter, andi it is quitc naturai thaI titese rings
w~iii etideavor to close as their circuicèrences
gct sliorter by scasoiiing, anud ini closiiig tlîcy
bend the board over, or, ini otlier words, warp il.
If the rings at one enîd of the board are out of
Iiie witii the rings at the allier enid, wicei is
frequcntly the case wvlere the log wvas originally
crookcd, Élten flie board ivill bath warp and
twist, as the rinugs do flot siîrink unifornîly.
Mlucli can be donic ta prevent warping and
twisting in the piling aof the stuff. Thîe btoards
slouid be laid on tlîcir flat side wviti thte side
clown thaI shows the concave or hllowv curve' of
the rings ; battens or wveather strips siiouid ho
laid across the pile at regular iîitervals, atid
always dircctly over the corrcspondiîîg battesis
below; thien put anothier ticr of boards on thuese
iîgain, and so on, titttil thue pile is coîîipieccd.
Thue pile shtouhd ha~ve an iniclintion 10 ca.-ry off
the raîin, and shiouid be tapped off wiîli rougli
bnoards etiaugli ta keep the pile dry. Il is siot
hest In pile thîe lumber wicrc it wili get aoo
lunch suit or dryiîîg wvinds, as luilibcr seasaticc
to0 rapidly ks apt io crack and check. Of' course
the Iest boards, boards titat ivill niot îu'arp ar

twist, arc "quarter sawn." It makes nîo clii-
ference wvhat the luniber inay be, wviitiicr il ks
pine, oak or ash, if il is quarter sawîi it wvill not
warp ini drying nor yield so readily ta changes af
the weaîlîer. It lias the disadvatagc of beiîîg
more expensive, as in - sawîng cadi quarter a
siarrow board is tirs, taken, thon anc a uitie
wider, and so on usihil the wh'lole quarter is cul.
Q uartered oak, af wiiicii 've lîcre s0 mucu nouv-
a-days, utever Changes ils shape aller il is
worked, ''il stays whcre il is put," as the car-
penters sa>', a quality thaI is ver>' valuable.
Aitotiier advaiîlage of I'quartcring" is that you
gel ail the beauties of the grainu siiowsi up ta,
botter adu'antage titan il the boards were jusI
"lsliccd" from the rounîd log.

Att old wood-workcr says maple k flot it ho
atake a top of, wvhcttcer quartcr-sawed or not.
Quarter-sawcd is better for lthe tveaftles', F. t
quarter-sawcd mlaple wvili sîrisuk ini tliiekîaess
auid coint sawed wvill slirink ini width. T'he
asie ix almnost as bad a; the allier. 'l'ie grain
ks so liard tuaI glue wvili liardly penci rate il.
It ix vcry clîcap, ansd the supply kq gre:îtiy ini
ecess aof the dcmiand. Log-rusi iniapte k ollered
at Sto and $12 per titousand. lIn many cases; il
is maple, beacch and bircli togetiier.
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