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CANADIAN LUMERMEN.

Tule Vettran Atnerican Lumber Joumnalst Indulges In a
fcw Personal Rerniscences and Pays a Tribute ta
Canadian Character.

As a sort of prelude let nie say tduit 1 like Ilie
Catnadian lumnbernien witli wvhoni 1 have corne iii
contact, and ani ghad of tlîis opportunlity to shako
liandsh with til of theni tut ontce througli iliese
coluinins. 1 liko tlieni becauise tlîey are stout,
vigorous, frank, arnd knoîv thîcir business. Mr.
Ehddy, î%'lîo lias figurcd so long arnd pronihicntly
in Canadiani luniber afl'airs, was borsi iii a Newv
Ernîgland state, anul is ct iisequently not a vcry
stocky nman, anid like the nîajarity of us yankees,
ia>' have the dyspepsia tucked canto hinm, but

wvith tlîis exception youi lurnbernicn wvlo have
cornue directly under ni,: observation look as
thlighi the> nîliglit liv: long enougli ta sec
Canada anrnexed ta the United Stateb.

Mr. Little, whoi I ani1 glad to couint arnong
nly fric,îdq, is tiot built like a Sanipson, but hie ks
ivir> crnoughi to niake up for any deficiency iii
oatler directions. Perniktune also ta add tlîat 1
arnî an admirer of Mr. Little, for lie ks doing a
good îvork. Any nian who batties for tlîe trees
is battli,îg for litnanity. MIr. Little and 1 have
hiad soute ritier sharp tilts, but it ivas îîot
becauise %%e %vcre personal cncniiics. 1le ivas vcry
radical orne way ii i s estiniate of the anmaunt of
standing tiniber, and I ivas ver)' radical thc
oatler, lience we disagreed. Mr. Little, itoîever,
lbas seetu the error of his way-so have 1, anîd ive
have struîck bands and arc now îvorking for a
commnon causse. This ks the gospel wc dispense:
No mnatter how nitucli tirnber tliere is ii Canada,
or thîis side of tlîc lino, every stick of it shîould be
nîlost wiscly conservcd, for «aIl too sooni the de-
mtids of civilization will caîl for it. And wlien
it ib galle, wlîat ticin? 1 %ill stop righit here, for
1 doi't like to think about it.

1 startcd out ta say a fev ivords about tlîe
lîealtlifulness of your lusmbernien. Tlîey look as
robuist as sorne of the trocs lapon tlîe suinîy side
of Georgian Bay. Let nie instanice Mr. Cook.
î le lased to cogne ini to sec Ile, anid his face %%ould
fairly beami with liealth and its resultatîts. It is
a fada tliese days, ta uase tie word limitations-
cvcrybody witli an>' Il famni " ta luis writings nutst
soniewluerc iii course of bis article sa) linmitations
- .sç i ivill ba>' tliat «t mian of thit kind, al maiti %vluo

lias liad a grood bri ng cap and îvhosc stornach and
liver attend strictly ta business, realiy lias no
limuitation. Wiuen a îuî;mi gets tip iii tue morning
vvith nîo bad taste i his tuouth lie cati endure atîd
acconiplisli ta his ownvi surprise, atud ta thie down-
fiaIl af lus puny competitors. A sick mian iii
business or professiomual life is like a sick liouid
iii a pack the liealthy dogs are going ta pick up
the rabbits.

1 hie moticed that tuati> of > our hunubernien
hav'e cotie doîvn frorn the Scotch anud Englishi,
anid, as a rule, tlîey have miot lad far ta corne.
To bo a bit personal, 1 dcsceîudcd on anc side
front the Frcench, anîd it is miot improbable duat
iluy gr.undfatber arnd the grandfitther of botue
great, ricli C.înadiali lutulberniati nia> have
crosscd swords on tue fteld of Watcrloo. Tluitk
of it ! As it lias been said, the îvorld ismî't s0
%cry bit, abter ail. But the great flat-irou of
timue biuootlus out 11.a1 tia ikit au tilouigh
auir atucestors tuîay have fouiglit--.thiougl your
grandfatlîer gave it ta tuuy gratudfathuer utîtil lie

tture%%, up the sponge-ve, thank Goda are
frietîds. And iii returning tiiese tluanks 1 want
ta divest the idea of anly imdividusal significance,
amid apply it ta the great nations îvhicî ive
respcctivciy represetît. Tinie acts as al fitcr, and
as ive glide throughi it ie becomie better, atîd
purer, amîd less îvild bull like.

'I'hiere is a good deal of the rougi-and-rcady
about the Ameckan licimbrnriin. 1'iey inhecrit it
dircctly front Andrew Jackson. They do -not
menti amiythitug bad, for tiueir liearts are good and
ivarni, Fait too tuany of tlucml ii spit on1 tue
floor, atîd !cecp thucir biats on wilet, accorditug ta
I Iu>le, thuy %hotild reillove thuetu. 1 loý,e ty
cotttryrneti, but if a greater propot tion of~ theni
haid moire of thuat true gcntleness of niantuer s0
rnarkcd in the better class af forcigtîcrs. it
îvauhdn't hurt tiietu. 1 arn bcginning ta believe
that thue mnanters of a good rnany of uts are a
littie too abrupt. We hiave beeni taughit ta
believe there is vîrility iii thuis abruptmiess. We
rr itîcitîd ta look uipon polislied niantucrs as
rernovcd frot that conîmou senso wliich sliofld
guide ts ii atir every day lîfe. T'his is fahse
philosophy, liaiever. Camimomi sense and pal-
islicd nianters shauid go hand in hand for tlîe
ver>' good reason tluat oncly tiiose wvho passess
cortnon setuse cati appreciate suchi maniners.
Corne ta turn tlîis subject over iii detail in niy
mind 1 do not rernember iaî'ing met a Canadianl
luambermian, ail Engii or Germait lumberman,
îvhose manners îvould do violemnce ta tlic nuost
approved draîving-rarni etiquette. Is it ta their
credit ? It certaitîly is if it is ta the credit of
men ta round out as miany sides of thîcir nature
as possible ; anid 1 believo tluat in tirne we ivili
find out that is wiiat wvé are liere for.

The Canadiati lumbcrmen are hospitaible, too.
W'ben iii Detroit the hast time 1 ran aver to
Windsor on the ferry boat ta see if 1 could find a
few trinkets cheap îvhicli could be srnugghed
back, and seeiîîg a lumber sign, stepped in. 1
lîad tiaL beeui ii the office a liaI! hiaur îvhen the
prapriotor askcd me if 1 would accornpany hirn
urnp ta Walker's. Wc boardcd oate of thiose funny
littie street citr.s, in wvlicli the seats face outward,
aîud daslucd away beliind the frisking mule for
Walker's. You lumbermen know the lino of
îmdustry iii vhuichi Walker is cngaged. 0f
course yaui do. Ile makes Walker's club, you
kmîow. I wili not say lucre wlîat kind of a club
iL is. It inîay be a base bail "«cluib." If 1 shlould
say exactly thue kiîîd of club it is, any ivife, îvlua
may have thîis article sent ta lier b>' sornebody
whvlo \vants to niake trouble intheUi fatiity, wvould
be likely ta rcmark that site pitied the mon
vhiose appetites were so ail-absorbing that there
ivas naL eniougu in the Windsor salooans ta
satisfy then, and llad ta go cîcar upll ta Walker's.
Ignoranuce is blîss, and if nîy luimbernien readers
utnderstand tuiy rneauing, I ask that iL go tna
fartdier. First and last, as miany Canadian lum-
bermnui as I have fingers; and tacs have invited
nie over ta sec thcmi, and ta fisbi and liuint in tlue
goo Quccn's domiaiui, and îvhihe the spirit is as
strong as a liundred-ton locomotive, and the
flesli, I thiink, îvouhd stand it ivithout fading,
chuat pesky pamlic Of '93 is still roosting on the
îîocks of a good many of us, you sec. Econamly
us tlîcaorder of tue day, hience îvhile ive drink
water and ivisli it ivere ivine, and eat oat-nueal
broth imstcad of terrapimi saup, the bear and fuslu
ivill have a chuance ta grow.

To be a trille more scrioaus, if possible: The
tiniber supply is a vital question wvithi Canadiail
lumibernmen, as withlout logs there clin be no lurn-
ber. On tlîis subject of supply there is diversity
of opinion amlong you. 1 once hleard the question
discusscd by Mr. Atibrey White and Mr. Little,
and tlcy agrecd like ire and ivater. Youlbave a
great deal of titulber thouigh; there is no question
about that ; and herc's a thoughit that iii conneC-
tion witlî titis subject corntes to nie incidentally,
as ià vere, but kt is throîvn out privatcly and
mnust neyer get back caver the file. i arn ignor-
ant hiow rnuhel of a police force is kcpt way up ii
northcrn Canada, where nobody liveb, to watcli
the timber, but tiiere are Arnericn lunibermien
wvho, if thcy could have a chance at that timber,
and it was guarded by a smallcr force than the
entire Britishi army, îvouldn't leave a fishi-pole
standing. Over hcre we have somle of the bcst
men ycui ever saiv wlo uised to haut governmient
timber ta tie strcams ail day and sleep aIl nlight
wvîth a conscience so cleur that they îvould snlore
loud eniougli to shako the squirrcls out of the
trees. But 1 ia> ag well drop tliis subjcct, fur 1
do flot suppose there is an oaperatoar in Canada
wvho ivili understand what 1 arn talking about.
Thero is no sense in talking Greck to plain,
evcry-day-busincss luimbernien.

This privilege of sitting down and lîaving a
quiet little visit witli the lumbermen of the
Dominion is enjoyable. 1 already fbel mucli
better acquaintcd îvith thern. Sonieioîv our
relations are ail the time being more closcly knlit
tagether. For the first tinie ive will tlîis year
eat turkey and say thanks on the same day.
True as you live the St. Lawvrence shouldni't roll
between two nations. And if we slioutld joisi
lîands you îvould have nmore political fun in a
îveek tlîan you do now in a life time. We are in.
the midst of the throes of that political fun oaver
here right now, as you know. Orators are sav-
ing tlîeir country every afternoon and evening,
and ive common herd are trotting around behind
brass bands and neglecting our corn husking.
Cul! lawyers, who wvouldn't be given a job by a
chicken thief, have mastercd and are teaching
the science of finance, and honest men. are being
instructed by dishonest polîticia to vote so and
so îvhen on election day they shahl enter tlîe little
Australian booth and stand in the presence of
their conscience and their God. They do not
inforrn us ivlien ive are out of the presence of our
conscience and our Goda but any suicli little slip
in logic as that disconcerts thîem not in the ieast.
The phrase is kept in stock andi s freely used
alike by cross-road haranguers, congressmren and
a wvbole batch of ex-governors.

Another taking feature of the political rally is
the horse-back procession, a considerable portion
of wvhich is tiot infrequently cornposed of women.
Out on tlîe prairies tlîe young ivoman, this year,
rides man fashion, a dainty foot dangling on
eitlîer side of the horse, and the men îvitli silver-
cd locks who corne front their city homos ta post
us on the 16 ta i question, sit on the hiotel bal-
conies and srnile on and applaud thern as on their
prancing steeds they go tittering by. And they
wring trorn the young men wvho cornte in frorn
their farms, wvearing their sheep-skin overcoats,
a îvistful sighi. tTl'ere is s0 rnuch poetry in the
subject that unconscioushy it trickles out of a
fellow.)

This campaign is going to relegate the side-
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