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author for n copy of this valuable his.otionl
record, the scopo and intention of which is
clevotly put forth in the moderst and ad

mirable preface which is charncteristically
houded with tbat paragrapliof the '*Queen's
Rogulations,’* which commands an historical
record of the organizalion and services of
ench regiment to be kept (sec, 23 par, 44)—
an order first promulgated in 1836—sinco
which time * the records of nonrly all the
Cavalry—upwards of twenty—and about
forty regiments of Infantry were thercfore
propared by Rionarp Caxvoxy, Esq., of the
Adjutant General's office, and published bo-
tween the years 1837 and 1851, sinco which
time they have been discontinued, [t being
impossible for any one individual to accow.:
plish such a task as compiling the history of
some soventy regiments in the space of a
few years, especially without having access

to the books in possession of regiments—
those volumes are merely interesiing
sketches of some sixty or one hundred pages
—no attempt having been made to give uny-

thing in detail.

We may add that many of the notices are
distinguished for the absence of all records
of the most striking incidents in the organi
sation of the corps whose histories they do
give.

The author then goos on to aay that the
records of only five regiments of militia
have been hitherto published, and remarks
{hat “having chiefly been used as depot
battalions to supply the army with oflicers
and men when required during war, and
therefore having few exciting scenes or gals
lant deeds to recount, many think there is
nothing worthy of record.  To those, how-
ever, who take a pride or interestin the
service, or in their regitnents such records of
the past although only of usefulness and
not of glery cannot fail to have muchin:
tereet, and they have also a Leneficial effect
in mniotaining th.t esprit de corps without
which a regiment loses half its value. More.
over, but little is known of the ‘old con-
slitutional force,’ as no book yet published
gives anything approaching to a completo
or correct account of this bravch of the ser-
vice, which was always acknowledged to be’
the first, and oftcn the only reserve, on
which the country has been able to depond
with confidence in time of nced. Sucha
work is much wanted, and the subject is
worthy of & good historian. Narier in his
Listory of the Peninsular War (vol, 1 par. 11)
in speaking of the regular-troops eays : * Of
‘these 50 or 60,000 were employed in the
Colonies, and in India the remainder were dis-
posable, because from 80 lo 100 000 mililia,

differing from the regular iroops in nothing
bul the name, were sufficient for home duties.) "

Tho author puts plainly before the eyes of

the army organizers of the dry the practical
precedent by which the solution of the
problem of national defence can bo effected
mithout the aid of the Prussisn or any other
imported syatem—but there is a corollary

Ywhich must follow—and that is instead of

placing tho regular army before the cunst:
tutivnal force their relative positions should
Lo reversed—lhe injustico and folly of syb-
ordinating tho primnry to the secondary
organization is Sulliciently obvious—all the
roforms necesssary to mako the former em
braco the whole fighting population of the
British Isles is to abulish the butlot and con-
sider every subject able o serve as a soldier
«—muko every county fucnish its quota, and
from the furce thus raised tako out by vol-
uutecting the ofticers and men for the For
eign and Coloni U Army. Captnin RaRss
shews that this has Leen practieally dono at
the period of Britain's greatest danger, and
thero is no goud reasun why it should not
be dono now when Wl advanlages aro on
her side. .

The opening cliapter of this valunble
voluma gives a description of the territorial
divigions of the County of Yoik for political
and nulitary parposes—shows that the mili
tin organization exist.d prior to the estab-
lisbment of a regular army—na general
sketch of the Anglo Saxon militia as it ex-
isted under the Feulal system under the
Stuarrs dynagty and up to the year 1757, It
also give the n.mes of the officers of the
various military quolas furnished by York-
shire under Jaugs the First and the Volun-
teer organization of 1745,

‘The second chapter i3 an accuunt of the
organizaiion under 30 Gwones I cap. 25,
in which ¢ the lLallo¢ clause” was for the
first time intraduced, and was a highly un-
popular mensure, could only be enforced by
the exercise of all the power of the execu
tive, and hasrem.ined to this day a clause
whiclh no munistry can render effective,

TUnder this act tho fi:sé regiment of militia
wagorganized and approved by the King on
27:h January, 1759--two other regiments
wereorganized immediately afterw.ards—but
oxing to tho latler being commanded by a
Peer and a Bironet respectively tho first
re.iment only havinga commoner, it was
numbered as the third or West York. This
chapter while giving lists of originnl officers,
armament, &c., embraces the period between
organization and the year 1796, about forty
years, Chapter third embruces the period
between that year and 1802, Fourth, 1803
and 1814, TFifth, 1814 to 1352, Sixth, 1852
to 1856. Seventh, 1857 to'1875. There are
valuable and exhaustive appendices giving
the succession of officers and other details
the whole plan and scope of the work being
designed to lay boefore the public a faithful
record of overy useful detuil of so important
an orginization.

A cynical witer in Blackwood styles mili.
tary ambition zain glory. It may be so, but
itis just that kind of vain glory that re.
quires absolute seif denisl as well as gelf-
sacrifice—calling the latter Ly its more
modest name of patriotism, We thinlk the
publieation of such warks as we bave at
tempted to review will be far more likely to

produce gonecrous cmulation i doing and
daring for ones country than all the philoso.
phical essays which could bo written, and
the servico should Lo proud of a man who
has devoted su much veluatle timo and
labour for the goud of his country and the
ndvancomont of its Lest interests, without
hopo of profit or rewvard,

The volumie has the following illustra.
tions : —¢ Tho Regimental Colours ; Uniform
of Militia in 1759, A Drlvato of the Grena-
Jdier Company 1804.181 {; Pourtrait of Colonel
Brran Couks, 3 Py; Head Quarters, Don-
cister; Colomel Frnnars Lerrus. Badges
won 1811 1852, B.dges now worn by the
Regiment.”

We cannot comphiment Captain Races too
much on the very valuable records he has
produced, and wo have to thank him for his
kind cunsiderativn in placing it in our
hands,

It will, wo hope, Lo an inducement to
others who have tiwe and mearsat their
disposal to Jdo likewise. We have a militia
record of our own in British North America
full of sturing deeds, but wa w.-.t the zeal
to placo them befure the world. itis to be
boped Captain Raike's example will Lo fol
lowed Ly somo of our officces and the stub
born vallour of our pessantry duly chron;
oled a8 an iacitemont to their successors.

The volume is dedicated ** to his brother
officers’ by the nuthor, and they may well
be proud of him.

‘Tue leading articls of tho Canadian News
of 13th January entitled ** A New Zollver.
ein,”” wo republish, becauso it shiews so
clearly what the effects of that beautiful
arrangomenl whicli has taken such a fast
hold on the imigintion of thiid cluss poli-
ticiuns in the Uuitcd States, butis sv uni-
versally sc .uted in Canid« that (o deola.cin
favor of it would be deemed a progper quali*
fication for a lunatic asylum, or at the least,
a preliminary softentng of the brain, the
ultimate end of which would lead to that
destination-

The proposal i3 e0 palpably of the “spider
aud fly" order that it must have emanated
from a political imbecilo - our interest in the
trade of the United States is simply to sup*
ply whatever agricultural or natural pro:
ducts she may require—sznd to take from
her 1n a similar manuner whatever our own
country does not produce and she can
supply. )

As reapeots foreign trade, manufacturers’
products, shipping intere:ts, and ali matters
connected therewith ourdirect intercst leads
us to be rivals and competitors, and as far
as maratime interestsare concerned wo ranlk
next to our neigl.bors with about one tenth
of her populstion and less than a %wo thon:
sandih part of their indebtedness, N

At the close of their great contest eleven
years ago there were enthusiastic gentlemen
citizeus of the United States who gushingly
invited us to come over and help them pay



