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Hearty Service.

Sermon by the Rov. James Buchanan, Richmond, B.C.

Texr:—*Colossiaus iil. 23,—“And whatsoover ye do, do
it heartily, as to the Lord, aud not unto woen.”

tWork," it has beon said, *“is tho law of our being,—

the living principle
that carries men and
nationsonward,” and
< when done *‘ huartily
ag to tho Lord,” is tho
fountain of perennial
happiness, sending
forth streams of com-
fort and joy, to ro-
fresh and solace, and
to givato thu weary
toiler, sweet contont.

In our text, the
apostlo adds lustro to
tabor, by showing its
truedignity, Heart-
ily as to the Lord.”

It is not mere work
for the sake of gain

et sorvico, as a part
of the great human
machine, the cessa-
tion or friction of
which adds toil to the
otner parts, causing
extra strain to the
slides or crank, or
axle or piston.

The apostle in this
chapter urges upon
all, thedutiesof their
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respective relationships.

n social life there is an interchange of help. Thus Paul
exhorts in short pithy sayings: ‘ Lie not onsto another,”
«Forbearing ono aunother,” * Forgiving one another.”

In family life, he urges husbands and wives, children
and parents, to perform the respective dutics incumbent
upon them.

Descanding in the social scale, ho gpeaks to servants,
counselling vbedisuce, because, being bolivvers, they are
vtrisen with Christ,” and adds, ‘‘and whatsoever ye¢ do, do
it hoartily as to tha Lord, and not to men, for ye _serve the
Lord Christ.” * Heartily ® means from the soul, not from
mere sorvile restraint, but from hearty goodwill, ~ “ Hearty
sorvice” comes from tho whole man, his will, his mora!
affections and soutiments, hisinuner spiritual nature.

That workmen, and evenChristian workmen, need Paul's
exhortation is too true. Work scamped, neglected even, to
gain money moro easily, time frittered and stolen, are the
proofs of the necessity of Paul’s earnest words.

It would, however, be uufair to Paul's spirit, if we
narrowed his words to menial service only, when ho said,
* Whatsoever yo do." .

Service is the common lot. The master and mistress
whose wealth provides service for workers, are the sorvants
who minister of their abundance, for the work performed for
them, to ihe toiler; and the wages earnsd are to be
“heartily " paid, asis the work to bu *heartily " done.
“Sarvants” therefore include all, who by tho mcasure of
their ability, in money, in moral, or intellectual service, or
in the harder and more irksome service of bodily labour
minister in their several spheres to the needsand comforts
of others.

Human nature is fallen. Selfishness at every avenue
asserts itself.  Sclf-intorest craves more labor for less cash,
and moro cash for less labor than an honest bargain per-
mits ; sceks to take every advantage that a congested labor
marker allows ; bonefits’ by clamant necds of wives and
children. To forco demands sloth and self-indulgencae play
their part ; timo and material of others are wasted; & Simoun
Legreo lashes the poor worker with whip of scorpiouns.
Indolence quotes the legend, ‘ all the same a hundred years
hence,” or says, it wiil do again.” Iutontion contends for
hearty sorvice, but laziness, ‘- the bane of body and mind,
tho nurse of naughtiness, the chief mothor of all mischief,
ono of tho seven deadly sins” holds the man in its thrall.
Work then becomes an indignity, service a mean thing, and
the lazy one, in whatever spherc shirks his sharoofa lotted
service for God and man. .

Busy mon aro often too lazy to perform service ecither
for themsclves or othors, and their selfishness sone day
winsits reward. Hero the apostle cries ** Heartily work in
whatsoever yo do.” Givoe up sloth l:{ asido laziness, do-
stroy selfisbuess, * for ye serve the Lord Christ.”

Our toxt dous not cover slavery in any form. It includes
voluutary service only. If & square man is somghow
squuczed iuto a rouud hole by oxigency of uecessity, by
compulsion of hunger, by bsaureaucratic authority, or by the
striviugs of pursonal ambition, sald sguare man is too tightly
squuoezed o listen to Paul’s words, and must **git out” zt
woatever cost. Whatsoaver ye do,” must bo_whatsoovur
is right. Wroug doing i not consid , for the sorvico is
is ““xs to tho " Thedsvil’sceliarx:sn work “neartily,”

browing, barrelling and bottling liquid fire, while the bar-
tondor * hoartily " sells, and the bar-room loafer ** heartily "
drinks the puison,

Thuo stockbroker *“bears or bulls ' the market from his
vory soul, beeauso the ** rise or fall™ in prices puts menoy
in his purse.  The gamblor plays Nap or Loo or Whist or
Pokar * heartily " straining avery nerve, until tha veing
stand liko whip-cord upontho brow, and the eyes diiate with
tho foverizh oxcitomont iuto which he is cast by the curn of
ap acoor & Jack or a Kuug, showing cloarly the hoarty in-
tonse interest ho has in a good **turn up.”

‘Thoe political party heelor works amd votes for party only,
heedless of jm‘t&m and truth, while his ouly croed is the
dirtiest of al —*“T'o the victors helong the spoils.”

But surely these things * heartily doue, dn ngt come
undor the injunction of the apostlo. Nay, the injunction
is & commaud to inquire, are the things wo do rigzht ? are
they done, “*asdo the Lovd? By this test * as tothe Lard™
must overy act of our lives bo tried. Failure
to pass the examination moauns tha act is to be
thrown aside. I the Rank of England, in London,
thera isa nicely balanced machine whose fingoer tests each
golden sovercign as it comes from tho mint ; each failure is
thrown aside to be smelted over and remade, that the coin
may be **ag 0 the law.” So the finger on the testing
machina of life is *“ as to the Lord,” and the “Hall V¥ k™
can only bo stamped upon those words and thouglus and
acts that conform to this standard. It canuot be othorwise.

Christiauns ackiowledgae the Lord to be the guide of their
daily lives. Nay, further, Ho is the judgoe who tosts all by
His standard, and His pon writes their standing in the
Book of Life.

s As to the Lord " incluies therevore that His standard
hag been set up in our hearts, and that the Jord as judgoe
controls *“whatsoever yo do’ Our plain duty then isto
conform to His will, to obey His behests, aud in all things
whatsoever work heartity as to the Lord.

s 33t0the Lord ” further implies that the Lord is the

overs. 3r, overlooking all we dn, and judglug as to the
motive and character of our work. Wn* serve the Lord
Christ,’” yet the servico is for mon, and to havo moral value
must be measured, not by result, but rather by iotive,
How often “seeking houor one of another is the ruling
motive in service ; and the praise of mon too often downin-
ates life to the excluston of **ag to the lLerd,” while His
approval counts less than man's applause.  Only one re:ult
can follow. Men forget to be real and sincore.  Certainty
in work is unnecessary wheun the overseer is blind of an
eye ;and when praiso is the only wazes paid, conscivntious
work bucomes almost an impossibility. Hearty work is
sure work, for it has couscieuce in it. It is thoroughly
done work, as if the eye of God wero tixed upon it, and the
worker felt and knew it. It is work that hindors dishonesty
between man anu inu,

It provents mon who hold mortgaged land from selling it
to greenhorns, who are lied to by the promise of a deed
whica the vendor caunot give.

It prevents farmors placing iuforior grain in the sack-
bottom, while the good grain gulls the cye at thotop. It
wrovonts shoddy goods from passing muster as all wool.

t purities tho newspaper press from mud-throwing. It
banishes boodlers and **meac” sceking vampires to the
provinco of coutempt. It covers with infainy Governmont
suckers, and contract scandals; and it blasts with ridicule
the notorivty-seeking parasite who swallows up tho rights
of others aud fattens on his own sclf-conceit.

Work done ** as to tho Lord ™ purifies the heart from
selfishness, the body politic from corruptios, the nation
from ruin,

Yes, ‘“as to tho Lord” i3 a sorvice of righteous.
ness, and “whatsoever ve do" if doue ‘“‘as to the
Lord™ bears thar brand. Men know it, and purchase it
with security in every mart of the world. It opoens
new markets in Africa by the hands of David Livingstone
and Henry Stanley  Bravo and true men, such as Titus
Sait and the Brothers Coats of Paisley, as the Cheervble
brothers of Dickens ; nobfs women fiko sister Dora of Wal-
sall, and Ann Hasseiine of Bombay, are ats true oxpoun-
ders, and service such as theirs is diguitied far above tho
common routine of lifo because it was **as to the Lord ™ aund
not ‘* as to men.”’

The koynoto of our text is **as to the Lord.” It iz the
Haltlelujah chorus of labar, striking respousive chords in
weary worked hearts, raistng astheslogan aud fierv cross
to renewed effort for the service of men to the zlory of God.

It would bo a serious mistake to close this sermon undor
the idea that Paul had ouly in his wmind’s ¢yve that servico
which is alone rendered on behaif of men. Scervice bhears a
wider meanming. The behiever is the servant or boudslave
of Jesus Christ, and for Hun the word of Paul has a special
meaning  Preach’ng the Gospel is the special sorvico en-
trusted to the charge of every Christian.  Not preaching in
the techuical sense by word and confined to the ~lergy ; but
rather tho bigher preaching of living the Gospel, and mauni-
festing its power to save and sanctify tho lifo. Paronts
should seck 10 preach to their chitdven, godly elders who
nover uttered a2 word in public can preach by their livex
Allcan bear a snare in the commen service by preaching
according to their soveral abitity, tn giving wmonay to ox-
tend tho Gospel, in sharing tn thn work of the Church, 12
short in showing to the world that Christ hesredetined them
by His procious blood, and theroby declare to the world the
preaching of consocrated life,




