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mde Hire deicth " with the waeds :mmcdmc!y
fo"omng “the tangwe is a fire”  We are swe
tthat a large amount of anger, hatred, and stnfe
(45 kindled fromy s soev o, and that in chusehes,
! as well as in famuadies, secicties, and neighbonrhoods, |
the dropping of tangue sparks is a most dangerous
cand winful practice. We say prantice, for we find
r1hat those who give way to this form of sin {all under
cuts power, as surely and as fatally for spintual bfe,
s those who yield themselves 1o the domination of
sensual mdulgences; and the sooper it is wader.
jstaad and felt thas back biting, seandaf-mongenng,
unkiad mssnuations, aad such ke, ave sinful, the bet-
ter for the Chnstian world at targe.  (Qante recently
heavy damiges were given against one of our cailway
companies because, theaugh carelessness, spacks from
a {gcomotive had set fire to, and thereby destrayed, 8
large amonnt of Jumber. No cowrt can assess the
damage ansing from the sparks an evil tongue scat
ters, but the record 15 on lugh, and the day 's coming !
that shall make mamfest the evil and its results,

We propose in this connection to call atention to
one phase only of the warking of such practices, tha
which relates to pastors and churches. We have
never yet met a man who had not some weakness,
some peculianty, or some kabit, harnsless encu;,h
perhaps, which could be laid hold of by unkind;
criticism, aad made objectionable, perhaps ndiculous ;| 1
and whea ridicale comes in, respect s gone.

Let us take an silustration. A pastor s called by a
church altwost unanimously ; he appears to have the;
£Ms «nd graces that will make him a gond minister
of the Lard Jesus Chrnist, 21d there is a pleasant pros.
pect to him of a happy and successiul sphere of
fabour. But there ave a few discontented ones, we
will suppose, who did not fall in with the action of the
great majonty ; they had fixed theirr nunds upon some-
one ¢lse, pechaps, or upon an unattainable angehe
abstrachion.  Thewr duty, plainly, is te abide by 1he
derysion of the church, and 10 endeavaur, with hearnty
good-will to strengthen the pastor's hands; but they
do an ahogether different thing, they set themselves
to find om his faults, «f he has any ; fadiag those, his
ways and methods are made points af atack, He
has come from a different part of the land, from the
old country, or from the States, perthaps, and he has
been nccustomed by his surroundings, to a different
order of church management, or, of divine service;:
poss:bly the congregation to which he previously minis-
tered wasof 2 different intellectual or spintual calibre,
or were ia different social circomstances, any of which
may have produced in hime a special emphasising of
certain truths, or . preseatation of them w special
aspects.  Now core the sparks shat are 10 kindle the
fire of discontent, and enq, perhaps, in a chuech con-
flagration.  An utterance of disconent here, an evil
suggestion there, “we haven’t been used to such
ways,” or, “such preaching as that wont do for us,”
wstituting invidious comparisons with the preceding
pastor, or other ministers, discussing the pastor before
the younger members of the family—these are the
cousses that are sure to widen the area of disaffection
and call forth murmurings where else they would not !
tave been heard.  If 1he pasior 3s a stropg man he
wil either go on his way heedless of the discontent, .
or he will throw himself into strang antagonism. £}
he is a weak, gentle mag, his saul wi3} be cut as with Q
knives, and soon, discouraged and depressed, tus |
p!ace will be emipty. In either case there will be dis- |
cussions and heart-buraings, a schisw in the bady ;
even if it does not develop into an cpen rupture :md
division, the work of the Church will be hindered, and
its spiritual life become sickly and dying. This is no,
mmaginary sketch, we have seen it in allits stages,
angd kaow that it is ealy tao true.

? What, then, it will be asked, is the remedy ? Simply:
{this : a solemn resolution on the part of all church
;mcmbers that ;\hcy ;\ill abstain frog\ evesy uu;.;nniccg
DAL 4Ty 1that may weaken their pastor's influemie or hinder

SPARKS AAD FIRE. ‘h)s waork ; that if they have ary complaint they will|

HERE is one passage \hax often occurs tous in.tell it to huam personalfy, in & kudly, affectionate,
connection with the growth of the estrangement { manner; that they will be slow to hear, and still slower
which sometimes occurs between pastor and peo-: torepeat, any tittle-tuttle or deroyatory talk respecting
ple; it is this, “Behold how great a matter alh:m, and that they will discountenance to the utmost i
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ARaey T/f(h’s[: LOVE b!l‘!.&.

HERE scems ta be some hitle canfuaon in the

sunds of our correspondents about what is proper |
or not proper to gve A pastor as A token of repard,
Ose thinks the gift of a sust of clothes a very hand-
some and kindly present.  Others deem such a gft!
quite s dig., because 1 thewr estunation & con
tuns a possible hint of supposed poverty. These
persons would not object to the gift of a “ Cham-
bers' Encyclopedia,” or ¥ Lange’s Commentary,” o
an “ English lever gold watch.”  But a suit of clothes
is nlmost too vulgar a thing to make a gift of or to
staop to receive,  The didticulty scems to be to define
what is d¢ natable on the one hand, and recaivable on
the other. What articles should be tabaged when
presentations are to be made? low many articles
may be admitied to the fist of gilts, what should be
left ong? It would be very hard to reach any unani-
mity of opinion on this pont, for deas dhiffer sa
widely. One man would consider  swit of clothes a
handsome present, except they were of shoddy ma.
terial and antediluvian in style.  Another wounld dis-
dain such a gift, though of the best cloth and of the
latest fashion. So agreement on this matter 15 mm-
possible,

is there not to be the most deferesnsce pad ta the
feelings of the persons who makes the gaft 2 A giftis
of pure grace. Who but the gerson graciously .
clined eaougl, to make a present has any right to
deteriire what it shall consist of 7 The recmiver has
no nght to be a selector or suggestor. Passiveness
and thankfuiness belong 1o the recerver, whnle actiny
and generosyy belong to the donor.  Naw i vatious
communuies ideas may differ so widely that ven
different gifts may be presented.  in rural communi-
ties ideas are not the same as in city commumbties.
And so presents are likely 1o vary wiub the ideas.
But the love behind the gift is identical in hoth com-
munities ; Jove is genuine, warm, considerate i all
places. Che gifts that nvay come from that Jove may
not be the zame, but the love is the same.

In a rural section some berevolent ladies planned
the gift of a pair of fine blankets for the pastor's wife.
A long time was spent in their weaviag to make them
extra mice. Tl ~y were offered 10 the tady, but refused
because they seemed to suggest poverty. Was such
refusal a kind one? Was it proper? Love had
planned those blankets. Love had woven them.
Love tendered them. Besides, in a country section
a pair of blankets is set great store by, And the
ladies who tendered them thought they were making
a most sensible and maost generous preseat, “ Such
as we have give we thee,” was their uauttered Jan-
guage. In such a case was not refusal unkind? Was
not the seasyiveness which shrank fram taking =
slight put upon geauine thongh rustic Jove? "Ve can-
not help thinking 1t was.  Receiviag in such a case
would have been better than refusing.

People who are recipients should remember thus,
thar in giving, it is not the gift but the Jove that gives
which ought to be considered. And whatever form
that gift may come in, 1t should be welcomed for the
sake of the Jove which prompted it. No mauter if it
should appear in suits of clothes, or oats, or turnips,
or books, or gold watches, take st for the sake of the
benevolence atts back. We coan be 0 seasitive,
proudly sensitive, about our accepting a gift. Even
thongh to us 1t may seewm malapropes, uncouth, or
meagre, let there be norefusalof n. For refusal may
choke up the fountain of generosity, the streams of
which should be inspired constanily to pour forth,
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such practwce by others.  If this plan had always been
followed 1n chusches how many traubles would have
beer: prevented, how many o pastarate broken up in
surrow and anges mipht have been continued bappy
and prosperous, while maay a church which, if not «t-
terly wrecked, has bad us imtluence fargely impasted,
would have been strong and growing, a city set on a
tull, a light shimng o the glory of God.
fre ol N sl

LCORRECTION.~We are asked to say that Mrs,
F.vans whase death was recorded last week was in her
seventy-seventh year, one ycar older than stated,
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CANAD L CONGREGAT: ONAL MISSIONARY
SACLETY.

Greatly deprecating another report of deficiency,
Yike last year, | am becoming anxious as to the
amount of contributions fikely to reach the treasury ;
the more so as information reaches me from the west
that the hints thrown owt regarding  consumptive
churches,” “ unwise past policy,” * need of commitiee
of investigation,” etc., are checking the flow of liberat
giving. Should this information turn out correct, the
result cannot £ail to bedisastrous. A further remorse.
less cutting down of grants must f{ollow, and that in
{ farr propoction all along the line.  For be it observed

Ithat no “ consumptive churches” are now aided, so
faras is known. Everyone receiving a grant is doing
i & gaod work yor Christ, and promoting the welfare of
the denomination. Much of the increase of the
stronger churches comes from those in rural districts
which nced some small aid. One great reason why
Hahfax, N.S.,, has not a megrcg&uom! church is
that the \sho!e country around that city is destitute of
such an mstwwtan.  The young wmen and others, who
repair to the city, naturally seek the Churches therein
which are connected with those they have left.  Our
friends in England have just inzugurated a policy in
their Church Aud  and Home Missionary Society,
sinblar o that we have all along pursued ; they are
bringing the wealth of the commercial and manu-
factuning centresto bear onthe poorer rural agricultural
districts, for the support of feebler churches which
are strugghng within them. Our policy tas been
also that of the Awmerican Home Missionary Society,
ff there be a better policy let us have it by all means,
but let there be no holding back from present effort
until that is found and established. Wil the hon-
aured brethren who expect a remiltance from the
teexsury on the first of April take nole that at present
there is no prospect of thewr recewing i, they #:ay have
it larer in the wouth, but they may be placed as last
year H. Wunxes.

THE EASTERN MISSIONARY DISTRICT,
Although the tuurds of this Eastern Congrega-

tional District are targe. the churches within them are

neither numerous nor large, for their number does not
cxceed eleven, besides several preaching siations.
The soil is not rich though the rocks are, and this has
an inthience 8 moving many tried and trusted sup-
portets to other parts in quest of better farms, How-
ever, ’s indicated, nature has made full compensation
by its tich and generous minecat deposits, for this dis-
trict abounds in phosphate of lime, mica, iron, lead,
and 15 not without its deposits of siver and gold. It
s not safe, therefore, for any of our farmers to an-
swer ¢he various denominational claims by saying,

"‘ Silver and guid have I none,” for they do not know

' how much they may have of both.

Happily, all the churches of this district have been
,supplied with settled pastors for several years past,
‘and 1n a quiet but eflicent way have been carrying
,on their work. Even thunder cannot kill, but the
clectricity can, and, what s beuter, its silent current
can carry an a wonderful work for man., Without an
excepuion, each church in thus destrict has remitted
a coltectign to the Colege, giving, in all, $527.43, an
mcrease on the previows year of $3¢4 g3, while alt have
‘made or are maksng ther anaual subscriptions to the
. Canadian Congregational Massionary Society, with
the prospect that the amount will equal, if it does not
exceed, that of last year. Although seven of the



