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again8t au offending brother. l3esides that, we fearfully endanger the peace of
thoe Churci-periape ifs very existence. Blut if we do not gain our brother, thon
we have direction in the next verse. In conclu ding flue part of our 8ubjeot, wo beg
ta, ask, are any of our readers stili trespassing againet God, and yet unforgiven?
.Ah, niy friends 1 your God o'nded as lie ie, and as he may well be, hae not atood
aloof from you, lias not roviled you to others. H. hae gono to, you. again and
again, and to, yourselves, in ftle secret silence of your own individual consciences,
with no ononigh but hunsolf. And lie cornes again on this page to dey. ie craves
an interview; Hoe begs you will listen to him : will you sf111 continue to refuse?
IViii ye not hear ? And what is hie object ? lIe seeks f0 gain you. O, -wondroue
love 1 And at what an expense does lie eeek this 1"«ie lias made hum, who knew
no sin, to lie sin for you that ye miglit be made the rigl'feuenees of God in him."l
Surely lie muet lie in oarnest. And lie only asks y0u f0 1dm. HIe je now waiting
that le may lie gracious by forgiving you ail your tresgpastges in fthe blood of
Josus. Only receive tis boon and live, and live for ever-Amen 1 We now pro.
ceed in our expoeition, to the consideration of verse lGth, which contains directions
for the second etep of'fIe process for the removal of privato offences.

And boe we may lie o1lowed fa promise, thnt, as in regard f0 the first stop, it
is not f0 lie taken unlese warranfed by the circumstances ; so this second part of
tIc ruie ouglit flot f0 be adopted until it ie found impossible to settie the matter
otherwise. If fhe offence can lie removed, and good feeling restorod, without
having recourse t0 fhe second step, so mudli the bettes, iLs fasthes publicity je
saved.-bul if not, if every effort whicli love, guided by- wisdom and prudence can
devise, prove unsuccessful, then thore is no other alternative left, we are coin-
manded, verse 16,-"' But if lie will not hear fIee, thon take with fiee one or
two more, that in the moutli of two or tliree witnesses every word may be estal-
lshed." ileso you wilI observe we are not allowed to make fhe matter more
public flian i3 absoluteZy necessary. The Saviour still feaching us fIat thle more
privately suci fhinge are kept tlie bettes for fieis being amicably seefled.

Now flue second stop proposes one or allier of Iwao ends, and these shou]d lie kept
sfcadily in viow in fhe wiole procose. .And fliese are: either first, fa, gain the
offending brother, or second, failing thie, fiat these may lie secured legal ovi.
dence f0 lie laid befose flie cîurch in fie f 1usd stop, wliere every word must be
ostablisled in flie mouth of fwo or tîsee witneeses.

Observe fhen fiat our objeet in taking 1'one or two, more" muet be in the first
place ta gain our brother. Not ta irritate, 120f ta repsove, not f0 ehut bis mouth
and conderen him. AUl of flue tint is needful, and a great deql more wi11 lie e-
cured if we gain our brother. Lot our aim tien lie f ue every meanue whieh the
unifed wisdom and disinterested love of tie additionnl bretisen can devise for the
good of the offending brother. And in order to fthe aceomplieliment of this object,
lot me suggest fa you fie following counsel:

i. Let tie "one or two" and 1 presumo fiat in most cases the latter number
will lie ernployed, lot the bretiron selocted lie mon of accredited piely and wisdonit
nion ofjtdgmeil and iniegrily. This is not only necossary, for fie more transac
tion of fie business, whieh is a dolicate one and will requise suc'a qualifications,
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