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LITERARY NOTES.

The history o! the war o! 1812 lias yet ta l'e written. Among
the existing l'ooks on the British side of the subjcî, there is very
little original wvor o! value, if wve except Auchinleck, and unfor-
tunately Atichinleclc's wor< is weal<ened by tbe samne !ault that
mars every American hiistoriant of the war-a palpable bias in
favon o! bis own side. A great deat o! valuable material is being
annually lost througb the death o! the veterans o! 1812, but a vast
amount is happily preserved in the archives at Ottawa and other
sources. and scancely any of this material bas yet been put in
order. It is ta l'e hoped that some capable hand will begin ibis
wvor< at once, for the war of z8i2 may l'e said ta have been the

real; l'ginning o! aur national hîstory. It was at Spartan era that
cleveloped beroism in eveny rank of lite. It isKard ta say whom
we should idolize mnst. the noble Sir Isaac Brocc. wvho fell witb
tlîe shout of - Push on, brave York volunteers!": the gallant De
Salaberry. the French-Canadian hero o! Chateauguay: the solemn
cbief Tecumseth, wvho neyer l<new (ear; or that sweet heroine,
Laura Second, the simple tarmer's %vite, who tnamped tbose weary
miles vithb lare and l'lecding fect, facing the dangers o! death
every mile o! bier wvay. ta wvarn Fitzgihl'on o! the approach o! the
Amenicans. And yet thene wvere bundreds o! heroes like tbose o!
wbom tre know nothing. Thon there are many henoic offleers like
Col. Harvey, Col. Fitzgibbon. and Col. Proctor, o! wvbom we know
something in the histories oxtant. but o! whomt Ne crave ta
know more. WoV therotore beartily welcome the biography
o! that patriot and soldier. Col. Fitzgil'lon. fram the pen
o! bis granddaughten. 'Mary Agnes Fitzgil'lon, just issued
unden the. tit 0 <c! -A Veteran o! 1812.- and in reading
it we tedl that we bave the most complote and graphie picturo o!
this brave Man that will ever be givon ta the Canadian public. In
perusing these pages it is gratifying ta flnd that the picturc is drawa
l'y a pen wl'icb, though graphic and admniring, is neither servile
nor mercly flattering. It is also satis!ying, in tbese days wben hiog.
raphers treat of almost evenytbing else but the personality o! tbeir
sul'jecr, ta lind Miss Fitzgil'lon confining herse)! so strictly ta tbe
man and bis doings The cousequonco is that ive have a most in-
structive account o! the h!0e and charactor o! one of the finest sol.
diors in Canada's first tvar. The man who, ivith a detachment o!
58 men. bad the pluck ta demnand and achiove the surrender o! a
force o! 54 o! the enemy. as Fitzgil'bon did at Beaven Dams. is a
man wvhomn even bis focs 'vould now delight ta honor. and if a gov-
ernment whicb can throw: money in hundneds o! thousands inta the
pockets o! boodling contractons evon can spare a thought for those
%vorthieso! i8î2 wvbo gave their lives ta hold tbis country for Britain
and ma<e it wbat il is.we may seme day expect a double monument ta
Launa Secord and Col. Fitzgiban at.-Beaver Dams. Enough money
wvas squandered on the Curran Bridge job. at 'Montreal. ta have
built a statue ta these two in pure gold. But ta noturn ta the b'ook,
wve would romarl: that it is an excellent specimen of typographical

%vork. l'eing issued l'y Wm. Briggs. o! the 'Methadist B3ookc and
Publishing House. Toronto. and is embellished wvith a number of
intcnesting ongravings. most cf them now for the flrst time pub.
lished. Mliss Fitzgibbon. as many o! aur neaders may lcnow. is the
authon o! --A Trip ta Mýanitoha." a chatty sketch o! lite in the
Prairie P>rovince. issuedw;hen the C. P. R. 'vas first openod up, and
,.thich ran through more than ant edition in England. Miss Fitz-
gibbon inhcrits tbe litcrary instinct on bath sides o! hcer bouse-.
l'cing not only a near relative a! Agnes Strickland. 'Mns. M.\oodie
aad Mes î a-t1. se wvell lcnown in Englisb and Canadian litenature,
but descended tramt well known authors in the Fitzgibban family.
The neader wvill agree with us that she bears up tvell the traditions
o! the !amily. and we are not surpnised ta leara that the book is al-
ready having a large sale.

'WTe heartily congratulate the Monelar'y Tirnes on its improved
appetrance in its new dress o! type and new - nalh--up.*' Before
this improvement it v6as still the only commercial wvee3dy wvbich
could l'e called attractive in typographical appearance. l'ut its wvide
columins and clean type. and its antistically set advertisernents. nowv
challenge comparison witb the l'est commercial papers o! the

United States or England. But it is not for this rcason rnerely
that we admire the Mlone tary 2'inies. Il The apparel oft proclaimt s
the mnan," it is true, but it is only because the dlean exterior may
sometimes symbolize the innQr character that attention is called to
it. What the mercantile community of Canada may tee) proud o!
is that it bas one commercial journal whi.h in its twcnty-seven
years of lite bas neyer wielded the club ot the blackmailer. It bas
always regarded its own integrity as a! more value than an arlver-
tisement, and hence the powerful influence it now exerts in co.n-
mercial circles. Under the broad-minded edîtorship o! Mr.
Hedley, there is no danger that these traditions wMl l'edeparted
from.

J. Van Sommer, jr., o! Toronto, has sent us a book entitl 'cd
Britain and lier People." in wvhich hie seeks to trace the rise and

development of the policy of 1,Political Union " throughout the
Blritish Empire. The book is divided into chapters, amongst the
titles of vrhich are ".Building the Fleet," IlAustralia," IlCanada:
the Policy of the Seas," I Africa." etc , and is illustrated wvith two
or three useful maps. The author finds that for many years there
bas been a natural change o! tlîougbt as ta the ultimate distination
o! the British Empire. and that this lias gradually led to a concep-
tion of the great principles o! -local self-control o! local affairs "
and Ilunion o! the Empire l'y popular representation in the
British Parliament." He concludes [rom these tacts and [rom a
consideration of many other circumstances as well, that the time is
now ripe for such a union. by wvhich the Empire's vast and diverse
resources wvill be developed to their tullest.

The June Century bas a piquant, vivid little story entitled
"The Magic Egg." wvhich, wbile in the formi of an extravaganza.

stri<es into the beart o! a current ted. Two college students,
Messrs. Allen and Sachtleben. who are contributing a record o!
their trip IlAcross Asia on a Bicycle," devote the June paper to a
description of!I The Ascent o! Mt. Ararat." There is an interest.
ing and authoritative account o! I Ed-son's Invention o! the Kineto-
Phanograph" l' y Antonia and W. K. L. Dickson, Mr. Dickson
having been associated with Mn. Edison in working out this inven-
tion. There is also an introduction by the inventon. and a portrait
o! himt fromt a recent photograph. together wvith examples of the
pictures sbown l'y this new invention for neproducing to the eye
the motions o! a given scene as the phonograph reproducels the
nelated sounds. An important undertaking is descnibed l'y ÎtIr.
Theodore Stantan in an article on - Tissot's Illustrations o! the
Gospels," a series o! pictures made l'y the Fnench artist a!ter many
yeans' study o! the types and scenes o! the Holy L-ind. Amongst
l'action is the conclusion o! Mark Tivain's IlPudd»nhead Wilson,"
containing sorte o! the vcry l'est o! lis serious wnitiug in the
sc-ne o! the murder trial. in which the stony neaches an
exciting climax. There is aiso the concludîng part o! Mr. Thomas
A. Janvien's sprigbtly IlLoan o! Ilalf-orphans." and a new novelette
is begun in ** A Cuml'erland Vendetta." a tale cf the Kentucky
znounitains, by John Fox, jr. To the first and third o! these serials
Mr. Loeb contributes illustrations.

The Cetury strikes into the summer season in the July num-
ber with the bcginning o! novelettes by Marion Crawvforr' and Mrs.
Burton Harrison. Mn. Cnaw!ord's story is entitled Il Love in Idle-
ness: A Fortaight at Bar Harbor." and is in the authon's lightest
and cbattiest vein. The characters are New 'York people, and are
stnongly contrasted, and there is some liî-ely and entertaining love-
macing at the vcry stant. Some of the personages have appcared
in "l Katharine Lauderdale," but the story bas an entinely separate
intenest. M.Nis. Harrison's story, "1A Bacbclor Maid," with draw-
ings by WViles, opens in New York city, and deals witb the aspira-
tions o! a yaung woman ta whom the conventionalities; o! family
li!e are somnewhat irksome. Incidentally the story deals wvith somte
o! the current questions in regard ta the relations of women ta
society and public lite. A third novelette, 'Mr. John Fox, jr.'s
1«Cumberland Vendetta," reaches its second part, and takes on a
tragic character. as the illustrations l'y Mr. Loel' suggest. Thc
short stories o! the number are Il Hen Motber's Success," by Viola
Roseboro', with pictures by Sternen, the characters being for the
Mnost parta tnavelingcompany of actons:- An Unexpecied Legacy."


