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I NTRODUCTION.

"Archl1ogicail " is radier inappropriatc in connection with the
pruert monocgraph, whiosc scope emnbraces nothing archaran or really
asicient. 'lic prclîistorir Déitiés are thi? Déités of but yestcrda1y. For,
wlhat are the one hundrcd years whichi have clapsed since the discovcry
of tlicir country compaîred withi the mwenty or more centuries whichl
separate us fromn the famous civilizations of ancicrit Egyplt and Assyria?
Yet, ta check possibly too sanguine cxpectations front sticl arcinelogists
as înay happenl tri rcad thcsc Unes, 1 hiastcn ta, declare tlîat it is pcrlîaps
more Casiy to present the lover of tchnological lorc %vith graphie illustra-
tion., of the arts and industries iviicli flourisiied arnonig the stlbjcct.ý of
the Pl>haraolis anîd tic tssvri.-ii rnonarchis, than ta tlîoroughly1. illustrate
fromn actual speciniens the ciiscinb,. of the arms, working iinpleniients,
hiousclhold utensils and eremionial 1 arplicrnalia, tvlich shiould colleur iii
rcconstructing the puculiir mode of life pursucd by the primnitive Détiés.
Thle original gytasand Assyrians ha--ve left us, bc.sidcs anulientic
records of tlieir own doinsi-. on iînpcrishablc ,îîaterial wvlîat promises ta
prove wvelI ighil unilimiitcdt stores of practical illustrations of thicir past
sociology inii thir tombs, thecir tcemples and ailier public monuments.
So iliat flic antiquarialis task, is grcatly facilitaîcd by the abuindance of
the inaterial at lus comniand. Futirore, wlicre the lîicroglyphic and
cunicifor.-i clironiicles mail to, clear up difficultics of inturpretation or to
cnflitcn lîim on bhe particular use of ancient impicanents, lie lias only
ta cielvc into Hicrodotus and othetr historiaîîs for tic dcsired liglit.

Not sa, lîowcvcr, %vith regard ta the prellistoric Dénés. A\s 1 have
ciscivicre demaonstra tcd,* tuait fatniily of Anicerican aborigitis, and more:
cspecially tie Carrier tribe to 'vhicli promnincncc wvill bc given in the
fohlotving pj);'gcs-, is cia racterized by a wonderftil powver ofi imitatinî and
sel f-adaptation wvhicli prompted it, uipoit Ole advcnt of thc wliites, ta dis-
card riost of its native custonis, indigcnous %'calions and working
inîplemients. As a îîatural consequcnce, inany of the latter are now in
a fair way towvards camplete obliîration. iMoreover, the nation's
historians, 1 iliant tie old men wvlio %vitnessci the manuffacture and use
of some arcli.-ological articles the duplicatcs or wvhicli have causeci
spcculatioîis front more thin anc antiquarian, arc Kast disapipcaring from
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