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THE CUURCH ABROAD.

Tur Imsu 1N AUSTRALIA,
Rev. Michae Plelan in the Irlsh Keelesiastical
Lecord,

To plny 40 role of solf-constituted
ccasor, or assumo the oflice of fault.
finder for tho mero pleasure the ocou.
pation gives, botrays gross arroganco
and contemptible vanity, To the
writer it presonts fow &itractions;
but if in this and subsequent papors
he is forced to say things occasionally
that ma{ not altogether be palatable,
1 i8 with tho assuranco that he does
8n for three cogent reasons :—(a) they
aro statemonts of fasts universally
acknowledged boro; (&) their romedy
ia a crying want; (c) tho discuvermg
of them to thoso in whose hands the
cure may lio is the dischargo of «
friondly office, porhaps an obligation,
and not the carping of hyperaritical
oynicism.

With all due respect, and indeed
regrot, necessity forces me to say that
the religious training of the Irish
immigrant ig not at all equal to his
new surroundings, and far short of
what is necessary in s Catholic to
hold his own amid the wars and
clashings of religious opinions around
him, and the numerous seductions to
apostacy on every side. In this
country it may be stated, as a rule,
that parents religiously ignorant, ex-
copt in rare casss, bring up indifferent.
if not infidel, families. 8o, though
force of habit and tradition megy pre-
serve the first, the second and suc-
ceeding generations will suffer sadly
for the neglected wmstruction of the
pioneers. This 13 especially true of
scattered distrcts, where a priest can
vigit but seldom, and a Catholic school
is uakoown. On the thorough in-
struction of an immigrant not only
does his own persevira-ce depend,
but also inte the account are to be
taken the after generativns, swho must
in a great measure look to lhis zeal
and intelligenco for their knowledge
and constaucy. To the iguorrnce
and neglect of one Catholic father the
ruin of a multitude may be traced.

A woll-instructed Catholic can
scarcely be a negligent one, when he
sees around lnm tho dangers with
which his children are beset. There
ar9 in every part of this country faun-
liea, infidel or Protestant, having on
their faces tho bright intelligent birth-
mark of their Ceitic orygin, and most
Catholic names. Trace the history of
any onc of them, and invariably the
lapso has one of two origins—a mixed
marriage, or & poorly-instructed par-
ent, who alsc became 8 negligzaat one.
Thess are the two principal—it might
bs sard the only—sources of leakage.
Not alone 18 he set up for the saving
or the rum of us own blocd, but a
centro of light to those around him,
The Catholic may be challenged who
has hved & number of years hern,
without having opportunittes, not only
of defending ins rehgion, 1ts principles
and practices, but of helping and
enhightemng strugghng, prejudiced,
or earnestlyinquiring minds. To
break the crusts of error and prejudice,
and lead souls, some way at leasi,
nto God's hght, 18 withm the power
of the bumblest. Cathohc truth, too,

meets Protestant minds nere under.

singularly fosvaourable circumstanees.
They are not hardened or blasted by
continental sacnilege or apostacy lying
between them aod God's grace like a
ihiek wall!  The ties of famly trad-
tion, public opmion, or racial hates,
do not ohain them to the old moorings
as at home, or repel ther from bonest
nvestigation of the Church's claims.
Tha old oaken pew, with 1ts sweet and
tender memories reaching back to
childhood, the vault contsiming the
centurnes of ancestral dust, the circling
chain of Protestant familics dovetailed
and intermarriea, the local Protestant
traditions, all thess havo passed away.
Long distance from the scene of stnfe,
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a constant blending and intercourse,
molts anti-Irirh prejudices, and with
a httle knowledgo begets warm appro.
ciation of our countrymoen’s gonial
natuzes. Thus it bappons that Eng.
lishmon, who at home would as soon
out off their right arm as to think of
joining an Irsk Catholls congregation,
and listen to their dutios explained in
Munster brogue, and face the mookery
or the ecowlfa of their friends hore,
marey Irish wives, and become good
zealous Catholics. “/hor to himsolf
you add the ever-multipl ring genvra.
tions destined to boar !;m namo, tho
non.Catholic elements ith which
Providence surrounds him, and whioch,
if it is not possible to tranymuco, it is
cortainly within his gower to alter
and to better, the numbe~ of souls
wuoze salvation depends on tho pro-
perly iustructed mind of a singlo
imniigrant, is almost reduced to a
dofinite mathematival problem.

I can fully underatand how, in a
country whero the moral rurcoundings,
the social life, and the licerary in.
stinotg, are ail impregrated with the
divino aroma of ocatholicity, whero
anti-Catholio hostility, in all its trucu.
lent ingolence, or still more dangerous
bland seductiveness ; where the con-
stant defensive struggle, nerving to
action and sharpening caution; and
whero. alas! the sad spactasle of
apostacy are happily unknown, how
eagy it is, under such circumstances,
to acoount for a pastor's blinking
vigilance. He is led to forget the
fact that a certain portion of his flock
is destined, sooner or later, to go
forth and be the foundations and
apostles, to form off-shoots of the
frish Chureh, that in expansive width
and towering strongth are destined to
eclipse the parent stem ; to fill the
noble mission evidently destined by
heaven for our race—the world's
apostolate, amidst the decay of Catho-
lic, and the materializing of Protestant
faith, that they are to be thrown in
surroundings far different from thosu
of their Irish homes. The senso of
great and confident secunity for the
nigjority of his flock in tho present, is
too apt to lull his anxiety about the
fow in the fature.

The pastor's all-important duty of
cultivating and enlarging the religious
knowledge of his people. is relegated
to the school-master and the Sunday
school-teacher ; bis weekly discourses
chiefly consist in moral disquisitions
and cxhortations, very excellent in
their way; tho sensibilities of his
hearers, their forvour and their pisty,
may be intonsified and inflamed. but
thoir 10tellectual faculiies are seldom
ennched or enlightened. Young men
and women coming here were gener
ally instructed in their Catechism till
they were confirmed, and very little
trouble i has given them since thoy
arrived at the nrature age of ten, the
more doveloped faculties remained
unfed. There was no necessity. At
one stroke Cathelic surroundings, that
almost defy a fall, are suddenly cut
off, and with a fragmentary recollec.
tion of their confirmation knowledge
they land here. Tho scene, indeed, i3
changed. A sharp as well as a large
demand is suddenly made, not only
on their steadfast adhesion to princi
plo, but also their capability of pro-
tocting and defending the faith that is
in them. From the bot-house of
Catholic fervour they are suddenly
transplanted and bid strike root amidst
the chilling ice blasts of sceptical,
often ribald, infijelity.

Piety, purcly emotional, glowing
and effervesoent, has a poor chance of
lasting in 3uch an atmosphers. Tho
cold sneer of the sceptic, or the
plausible objection of the sophist, soon
quenches its fire and cools its eballi-
tions. Tho devotion thatrests not on
the sohd bed-rock of kuoowledge 15 &
feeble gift, ill swited to the questioning
spirit of onr age and the pructical

nature of the Australian,
(T0 BE CONTINUED.)

A Touslilug Religlous Yocatton,

Wo 4ako the following nceount from
a lotter by Mgr. Klciner, Biehop of
Mangalore, published in tho last num-
ber of tho Annals :

If this story wns not of itself too
long, I would prove Ly facts the
fecuundity of our apostleship lHoro
is, amongst othory, v conversion which
shows how vory attontive God is in
watobing over tho souls that aro faith-
ful to His grace. On the 28th of last
July two young religions, natives of
St. Anno, sot out for Mysore, after
having mado their anpual retreat.
Having arrived at the railrond station,
thay took possession of a private com
partmont, Soon a younyg Iady, re-
splendent with jowols, tovk a scat in
tho cosch. The train started. Afror
somo moments of silenco, the stranger
thus addressed the two Sisters :

“ Why this odd drsss and this veil
thet covors your head {”

“Wo are Christinn virgins, zonse-
crated te God."

“Oh! this is beautiful,” suddeniy
cried the young lady. ‘‘to remsin a
virgin to pleass God! I olso desire to
bo a virgin ; my heart has lotg sinco
told me so, and for this reason I have
refused many good proposals,”

*Then ccwe with us.”

* No; I shall never go with you ; I
am a Protastant. My religion is
bettor than yours. You are like
idolatorz; you sdore statues.” Then
pointing te the crucifix which Sisters
wear on thair breast; ** There is an
abomination ; I would never consent
to curry that”

I'ke Sisters thinking they bad to
deal with a Protestant, like other uan-
fair reasonors, did not reply. But
shortly aiterwards the jyoung lady
reiterated ber charges, and the Sisters,
seeing simplicity and honesty mani-
fested in her questions, told her that
Protestants lied when they accuss .
Catholica of adoring images. They
plained to ber the truth of theiry i-
gion. The young lady seemed moved,
but not convinced. Having reached
Mysore the Sisters asked: *‘ Are you
acqoainted with anyono in the city T’

4 No,” said sbe; *“1 come from

Madras, I bave nover scon Mgysore.
I have a lotter for ths Protostant min-
ister, who is to give mo a posilion as
school teacher or as catochist for
women. But 1 donot know him; I
do not know where ho resides.”
Tken, at, tha invitation of the Sisters,
our Protestant lady consented to go to
the eonvent with them. Tho next
morning she weat in scarch of the
minister. He was abzent . but his
wife welcomed hear,and said hur husband
would return about Gve o'clook that
evoning, and had breakfast served.
Sha did not feel at easn, a voice
w.*hin bade her return to tho convent.
She arose, excused herself, thanked tae
lady, said she had friends in thoe city,
and that sho would return at five
o'clack.

The young lrdy imm.diately return
ed to the convent. Thu aams vaice
within her said. Rewain hero, here
alone will you bo happy.

¢ If you will permit me " gaid she,
«1 aleo will become a Catholic and a
religions. Now I understand all! 1
wag  obliged to leave Madras for
X ysoro in order to escape the atten:
tians of o young gentleman who was
d: termined to marry e.
arrival at Bangalore I missed the train
going to Mysore. You can conceive
bow lonely I fult, and this is bow it
bappened that the next day I traveled
with Sisters. I bad novor met Sisters
before ; I believed them to be Jows,
and for curissity I ssated myself near
them to hear what thoy wore saying
It was thus that I mot Christian
virgine—J who havo always desired to
remain & virgin. For five years, n
gpite of all that our ministerc said
ageinst devotion to the Virgin dary, T

soarotly prajed to ber each day. Now
1 have reached the summit of my
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desires ; for this may the good God be
eteronlly blessed 1"

Qur convert renounced the Protes.
tant roligion, and she studied the
catochizm with guoh ardor thet we
wero obliged to caution har against
sitting up too lote at nights. \While
sho was preparing hersolf in this
mannor for baptism, which was to
ronovate hor upon condition, sho one
day assisted ot the Stations of -tho
Cross with tho orphane. When tho
tenth gtation was raachet, whore our
Lord was stripped of his garments, our
catechumen was dooply moved. Then,
casting a glance on hor jowels: * What,"
snid she.  * Our Lord consounted to be
stripped of his garmonts for lovo of
me, and shall I dare to appear adorned
with these vanities™ Instuntly she
doffed hor jowels; then, the Stations
being finished, she brought thom to
the Superior  Wher the much longed
for day of her public renunciation
snd of her baptism arrived, tho
orphons urged ber to wear all her
ornam~-*s at least on that day, as an
emblen. f joy. * No, no,” said she
with resolution; I do not wiah to do
80. I shall never wear them more, I
desire henceforth to please God alone
ond to become a Sister.”

After ber baptism and first com-
munion sho went to the convent in
Haugalore, whero she was admitted as
a postulant with the Sisters of St
Anne. She accepted with happiness
poverty in food and dress, the yoke of
obedience and the renouncewent of her
own will,

I asked her one day if ahe still had
a horror of crosses and statues,

¢ Oh! no,” said she, lovingly taking
the cross which gshe now carries sus-
pended from her neck. ¢ \While I was
o Protestant I did not understand these
things : I love this oross; I venerato
it, and I hope it will never forsake
me.”

During the devotion of the Stations
of the Cross, we often remark that she
tries to hide the tcars that fall from
her oyes. Mary Agatha is now her
name, and not Ruth, the Protestant.
——— Pomten

Anecdoto Abeut Qouncd.

Speaking of hig beautiful division of
eacred Dramas, tho principal merit of
the work, we recall the story of the
famous composer's musical vocation.
While attending  college Gounod
already had a tasto for music; his
parents worried him about it. They
compiained to the principal, M. Pris.
son, who removed their fears: * He, o
musician{ never! he will be a pro-
fessor, he bas the mark of a Latin and
Grook scholar. * Being himself a triflo
in donbt, ho 1mmediately had the
youth Charles summoned to bis study.
* Let me catch you zgsin,” said he,
«s~~vibbling notes. . . . Morcover, this
is not a profession. . . . And then,
you are not gifted. See! here is pen
and paper, coinpose me a new sir for
tho words of Joseph : a pane au sortir
de lentance.’ It was recreation hour.
Before the bell rang for study Gounod
returned with his leaf covered with
notes, He nested hunself at the piane,
sang his work. and caused the principal
to weep. M. Prsson arose kissed him
and gaid: * Ah! they may say what
tbey wish : ccmpese music!” The
child followed his advice ; and sacred
| music 18 indebted to him for some of
| its most beautifu} pages.
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Inactivity of the Stomacl.

| Persons having impoverished bloocd or

suffering from coervation of the vital func
| tions, or of insctivity of the stomach, or of

pallor and dobility, should vso Almoxia wine
which coatains nataral Salts of Iron. Sco
analysis of Professor Hoys, Gianelli & Co.,
| 16 King stroot west, Toronto, solo agents
for Canada, Sold by all 2cuggists.
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Save all cancelled postage stumps of every
kind and country and send them to Rev. P,
M. Barrsl, Hammonten, Now Jersoy. Give
&t onco your sddress, aad you will ressive
with the nscessary oxplanation a nico Son.
vanir of Hummonton Missions,




