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*Ir I FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET RER CUNNING.”—Psalm 137, v. 5.

Sermon,

Preached by Rev. Dr. Rice, of Chicago, Mode-
ralor of the Old Schocl General Assembly,
which met this year in Indianapolis, on the
19tk May.

{From the *“ Presbyterian.”)

“ have been most unexpectedly called up-
on,” said the preacher, “to address this ven-
erable Assembly, and the friends convening
with them in this congregation; and I invite
your attention to the portion of the word of
God found in 2 Cor. v. 7, ¢For we walk by
faith, not by sight’” Proceeding at once
to the discussion, he said :—*¢ The term walk
is, in this epistle and elsewhere in the New
Testament, used to express the idea of the
conversation and conduct of men. To walk
aq children of light was equivalent to: main-
tain the conversation and geportment of Chris-
tians—to walk according to this world, is ic
act in conformity with its maxims and exam-
ple—to walk by faith, is to live and act under
the influence of Christian principles aau mo-
tives really believed. Now it is declared of
Christians that they ¢ walk by faith.’

Two topics are presented for consideration.

1st. What is faith?

2d. Faith as the controlling principle of the
Christian life,

1, Faith, in its most general sense, is reli-
ance upon testimony. It is the most exten-
sive channel of our knowledge. There are
three sources from which we derive our know-

edge. Consciousness, our sense, and faith in

the testimony of others. The evidence of

the first two we cannot call in question—that

of the third it is unnafural to doubt. We
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~an not call in question the testimony of con-
sciousness or of our senses. God has g0 con-
stituted us, and he has also made as so, that
we cannot readily resist the tendency of the
mind to rely upon the testimony of others.

Faith is natural ; children readily believe,
and it is not unti] after deceived, that they
acquire the habit of doubting. Man cannot
doubt clear testimony. You cannot doubt
that there is such a place as Rome.

But whilst this is true, as there is a differ-
ence in the clearness and strength of evidence,
there are degrees of strength of faith: and
this, too, is affected by the state of mind in
regard to the thing believed. We do not
readily beiieve what we do not wish to be
true, and it takes stronger proof in such case
to compel belief.

Faith, in a religious sense, is simply belief
of the testimony of God. It may relaje to
thie past—as it is ¢ by faith we know that thn,
worlds were made:’ it may relate to the pre-
sent, or to the fufure: and the thing that i
the object of faith, is simply what God ha:
borne testimony to. Weare not bound w
believe that to which he has not testified, or
of which he has given usno proof. E. 4.
The Scriptures declare that there is one God,
and yet a Z'rénity. God is onc in one sense,
and fhree in another : this any one can tuke
in as a fact. If you start the question, how
can he or does he so exist, you start a difii-
culty, and raise a point which is not ar 04-
Ject of faith, because God has not yet trtifi
ed as tothe mode. The Scriptures rither
take for granted than assert that there is one
infinite, perfect and glorious God; cven a
child can understand and believe this : but if



