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Striking Contrasts

" I the Book of Proverbs, so fraught with
atruction, Wisdom is represented aserying,
- Understanding puttng forth her voice
p the streets.  The counsel of Solomon is
wet just, for we are too apt, in most in-
noes, o overlook plamn facts, and to vest
polenied with the appearances of thingg.
atothing is this tendency greater than in
flersof religion.  Here, judging from the
wt, man scems peeuharly liable to stumble,
neglecting to observe those obvious truths
bich stare him in the face, while the most
ingeous dogmas are greedily swallowed
ad held with the tenacity 6T death.  Wis-
u crics in the streets, but how few listen to
wowarnings! - Understanding putteth forth
voice— how often in vain! Buta truce
philosophising, and et us come shortly to
2 point.
i ignores sentimeut.  The value of cvery-
iagis tested by its atalety. Of most things,
least, tho world asks, * YWhat useful pur-
. docs it serve ¢ what good does it ue-
meplish 27 May not the same question he
with regard to Christianity, viewed in its
e inumediate results upon mankind 2 In
i light, its Divino Founder has encouraged
Wregard it; for he has said, « you shall
o them by thoir fruits.” ¢ A good tree
ot bring forth evil.fruit, neither can a
apt tree-bring forth good fruit.” « Do
ik sather grapes of thorns, or figs of this-
6" Now, to apply theso traths, it will
ly be denied that in themselves mora-
b knowledge, and wealth are good things
-l manlkind ; and if religion be the
West happiness, it will follow that such
M results as these must naturally be ex-
%d to attend in its train. Godliness,
g the promise of the life that now is,
¥ afely bo assuined as the strengthener of|
mlity, tho friend of knowledge, and the
Muaid of wealth,  Whorever theso exist,
M canaot bo far off ; and where wisery,
ioe, udl vice are found, theve error
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"~u]f I FORGET THEE, O JERUSALEM! LET MY RIGHT HAND FORGET HER CUNNING."———PSALM 137, iv.
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tanism nuder persceution, with those of
apoleon Roussell, of Romanism under persecution. For example:
Puris, has written an interesting work, en- the history of Protestantism in France with
titled  Catholic aud Protestant nations com- ‘that of Romanism au Lreland ; and finally, be
pared, in thew three-fold relations to wealth, 'has compared the cflects of Catholic” and
kuowledge, and morality.” We regard lus{Protestant missions.

publication as a most important auxiliary to] All these inquiries guide us to iwo con-
the Romish controversy ~ We ave rather in-|clusions, 1st, That Protestantisin has given
clined to think that too much has heen madelto Protestant nations, huowledge, morality,
lof the doctrinal erotehets of Rome, uud oo’ aud prosperity; while Catholicism has left
llittle of their practical tendency in retarding, Catholic nations, ignorant, immoral, and
buman progress by enslaving and heuumbingipoor.  2ud, Thab Protestantism must be
tho facultics of the soul. It is true, we doimore consonant to tho Word of God than
not wait until wo have examined their effects| Catholicism is. X
before we pronounce upon their unseriptural i From an iuteresting chapter, cutitled,
character ; but the common mind, to which!* The two Americas compared,” we shall
writers must address themselves, if’ they de-|quote a few extracts.

sire to do any good, is more fitted to appre-]  * If climato must be taken into account,”
ciate facts and arguments, appealing to their says Mr. Roussell, * the advantage ison the
reason, {han to enter into the subtilities of 'side of South America ; blessed with a clear
'theologieal discussion. In “the prosecution/sky, a fertile soil, and majestic rivers, the

Setting out with these plain and undoubted tes
principles, the Rev. N;

:of his plan, Mr, Roussell has compared thejlargest in the world. *In Brazil,' says
condition of Catholic and Protestant States,, Rougemont, * the maritime districts are ex-
with respect to their knowledge, their morals, [tremely fertile; the table-land is much less
and their prosperity, and by appealing to the|productive, bat it is rich in dizmonds and
published statements and statistics, chiefly of metals.” ‘T'ie soil could Le easily cultivated
Roman Catholics themselves, he has cstab-'and made very productive, like that of
!lished, unanswerably, that in these respeets, Buenos-Ayres, where, when they choose to
'the P’rotestant nations are superior. e has;sow, wheat yields fifty-fold, but the time is
compared contiguous nations, and nations not come for agriculture. *Inthe provinces
placed in similar circumstances ; North Awme-jof Rio Janciro,” according to Mallc:Bruq.
rica, which i3 Protestant, is compared with)* all tho fruits and grains of Eurgpc invari-
South America, which is Catholic; Prussiaably succeed, but their cultivation is ne-
is compared with Austria; Holland withjglected; the grapes yield very good wino,
Belgium ; and the Prostestant Cantons ofibut water in the neighborhood of the rick
Switzerland with its Catholic Cantons. He, gold miues is preferred. The horned cattle,
bas compared different parts of the sawe em- obliged to seck their own food, often perish
pire, when placed under the samo laws and}with hunger,” ¢ Peru and Mexico,’ accord-
I similar circumstances, as_Protestant,ing to Balbi,  although situated between the
Scotland and Catholic Irclaud. He has com- tropics, owe to their clevation a perpetual
pared the different states of a nation, which|spring.’ »

has continued esclusively Catholic, as Spainj  On the other side, on t'he contrary, a
in the 10th century, with the sawe country|cloudy sky, a much less fertile soil, and ob-
in the 19th. e has examined the cffcets,stacles of «ll kinds oppose the establishment
of the Roman Catholic system in a countr;jof colonists. It is aeknowledge@ that the
whero the Church of Rome is entirely dumi-)natural advantages of a country give a right
nant, as in Ialy ; and ils effects in a cuuntry|to espeot, from the inbabitants, 8 moro rapid

whero that Churel is depressed, as in Lre- and_higher civilig&tion. The greater the
land He has compared the effsels of Pro-fertility of the soil, the more guilty avo the



