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beart is raised-tbe bitherto unseen baud of lielp instantly inakes its appearance,
and theperinsbing individual is drawn safely into the ship, of' rescue, rond1, at
baud. Me n oftentimes forget that God moet graciously periits thein at tunies
to get into places of jeopardy, that they may maise this cry to Ilim for help,
eLse they would nover maise it, and, theref'ore, ecdi of us cainet do better than
constantly bear in mind the words of Jeremiah (17 :14) and apply theni to
our own individual condition, " Heal me, 0 Lord, and 1 shal hoe bealed . save
me, and 1 shall be saved: for Thou art in),tpraise."

Let us now, in the next place, consider te particular case here mentioncd,
go which, the Psalmist prays God te have respect unto the covenant, and it is,
that Hie would have especial regard to, the dark p laces of the earth, which are
full of the habitations of cruelty,-one of the nob1est ideas in which, the immd
of a christian can be interested. Here there la cxhibited to, us, by Him, ail
that holy gKlow of genuine love te heathen man, 'which can only exist ini the
regcnerated heart and sou]. An expression is bore uttered, the spirit of wivich
is the direct opposite to, that wbich Cain made wo God, "1Ani I my brother's
keeUer ?" Home wo have warm feeling, earuest desire, lively hope, and streng
faith blended tegether, and these expressed in enuine devotion at the foot-
stool of the tbrone of mrncy and grace. The salmist thus prays for the re-
claiming of the benightcd heathen. He knew wvell the unspeaktable advantage
to man, both for time and cternity, in knewin the ouly living and truc God,
and 'cous Christ whom 11e lias now sent; and that mian, without this saving
knowledge of God, was justly entitled te bis cemmisseratien and pit,ï.

How valuable a lesson might many, calhing themselves christians at tbe
preseut tume, leamn thus from, this inspimed man ! for the fact must bo told, that
this object, the reelaiming of the heathen te ehristianity, does net engae so
much of the attention, and receive the support of se many of those wïh1o eall
theinselves by the namne of Christ, as it ougbt te do. lu this respect, many
weli-meaning persons often forget tbemselves, and that thcy have a duty of'
this kind to beperformed. They eften lose sighit of the unpakable blessings
which the Gospel of JesuS Christ is conferring upon theniselves, and therfere
it is not te ho wondored at that they cannot exelaim in the saine spirit as
Paul (1 Cor. 7 : 7) &'il wenld that ail men wcre even as 1l mysolf," in regard
te the saviug knowl1de of Jesus Christ.

But assraning the lowest possible ground for our argrtnnont-the advantagcs
for tume, think only bow much botter, in cvery rempeet, is the ehristian world
than the heathen world,-and this may ho soon by comparing their respective
statos at the present day. Is it te the countryr of the untutored sava,«e that -we
are k>, look for the coniforts and eonveniencos of a civilized home ? _s it thore
that we are te, look fer the unspeakable advantages whieh a welI organîzcd
and suitablo goverument confers upon, and extonds te, the peeroit and humblest
creature in the b,.nd ? la it thore that we are te lInd the busy centres of coin-
merce sending the produets of the country to the farthest ends ef the earth,
and roceiving back again in exehange the riches of every chine ? Are there
the inhahit=nts- couveycd ith ongle speed fromn one part of their country te
anothor, and their ideas interchanged ftom far distances with almost the velocity
efthough? Do yen thero find woll coltivated farns, and cemmedious dwel-
lings, dcently clad and intelligent people ? Yen weuld look in vain for al
these, and such like blessinps, comforts, and cenvenionces, in heathen landis, for
they are not k>, bc found. Their skies may ho faimer than ours are, thoir soul
may be more fertile, nature may have given them more of ber troasure, but
what avail is ail this, 'whon grace is net, there-when man is still vile ? He
knowsr net God, and therofore knows net hew te use even the lemporal mnercies
of God. Civilization te, a certain extont mnay indeed exiat without the Gospel
-%-as we have instances of this in many ef the aucient kingdoms of the wold-
but the Gospel cannot be known as it truly is, without cîvilization ini its higli-


