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One chaînber contaiîîed a \\volicderfui collection of olcl actions--real ofles, wVe

weetold bv the guide, philosopher, and friend, who joinied us an(l escorted ns

ovcr the building a- \Nell-reaLd cicerone was he, one eloquent as the original

foiider of tlldt fainilv, an ohi Roian fainily , as coîopared xvîth \vhicl those Nvbo

cainle ox cr wvitb the Concîneror are but as \ estcrday. Iii thîs roomi three ancient

servitors johin Doe, Richard Roc and the Casuial Ejector clad in the composite

sUits of byc-gone da\ s actcdl as janitors or caretakers ;these servants, harcl-\workcd

for generationis. were begriiined xx ith dust and dirt; they Nvere of the eartlî,

earthv ; for althongli neither farniers nlor real estate agents, they had, until

appoilitecl to their present position, ah y.worked iii land . Arranged in cases

round the roomis wevre iiurnirous actions, long silice dîsposed of, settled andl

emnbaîrvdi the books like hies iii ainl)er.

Whiat be these ? -' 1 asked, pointing to a trio, eNvIiitl\y triplets, sax e nii so

fatr as the adjectives 01(1, obici, oldes-t, înlighit distingluish thein. "Thesc are

w rits of aied, besaîil, ani tresaiel," was the aiis\er, given N'ithi an air of sur-

prise lit the arcliaa>logical ignorance of the last <iccade of the niiîeteenth century.

IAnti wh at Nvere tiiey \\heiii thcy livC(l an(l iiioved anîd hiad their being ? '' 1

(1ueried, for 1 nw tîmat xvrîts used to run in days when all the rest o' the wxorld

onlv crept.

The iîs\x er given xvas. II Wlien a inains grandfathcr (lied seîzed of land (and

in those 01(1 days wheii a mnan had a grandfather the grandsire always had land),

and a stranger entered and kept ont the heir, then a writ of aiel issued forth to

put things to rîghts; Nxvheni a grcat-grandfathcr (lied andc a strailgtr interieddlecl,

then besaiel was învoked a nd \\,leu bis greeitt-great-,<randfather, then tresaiel

caille to the rescue.,

1 feit inclined to ask w hat -writ xvoul1 have lssne(l if a stranger had interfered

on d\ans(eatil, but the gravitv of iuy guide madle nie repress ail rny feelings of

lcvitv. 1m1 resscd \vith the keenness of discrimination possessed by our ancestors,

1 passeci on to another set of tbiree, and was told that they were Formeclon i

descender, l2orrnedofl in remainder, and ]Iorîniedon iii reverter. Formidable

affairs, by the OlYmpians!
Are thiese an tiques ?'* I questione(l.

TIhey go back to thc tine of WVestmninster the Second, iii the days of Edwxan

the First.''
IWere they of value ?

4They xxere the highest writs that any tenant i tai1 could have to recover

laind.''
Hlave yon a tenant iii tail here ?

Yes, many of themn of former generations ; but the faînily stili survives and

is vigorous, especially among the aristocracy."

IAre ail other tenants descended from these entailed onies, as the Darwinians

say, that the man of to-day is frorn the tail-adornied ape ? " 1 enquired, anxiously.

Il No, my friend. It is flot a case of evolution, but retrogression. Tenants in

tai1 are younger than tenants in fee ; they are the offspring of the venerable

statute, I)e I)onis Conditioflalîbis. Tail is akin to tailor; yet though it requires


