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Niery littde lias heen 1 ublislied up to the present timie on the
.Mollusca of the District of Alberta.

'lle first naturalist t() pay any attention to the subject was, I
l)elieve, Dr. G. M. D)awson, W110, 20 years ago (1873-74), wvas acting as
natui list to the Britishi North Amierican Boundary Commission, and
who publishied (in 1875) as an apl)endix to his report, a list of the land
and freslîwater sils that lie had obtained during the lirogress of the
botnndary expedition.

'l'Iougli inost of his slieils were collected in the neighbourliood of
the Lake of the Woods and in otlîer places iii Manitoba and Asshîiboia,
D)r. D)awson obtained a fc'w species in Alberta, the niost notable being a
fine variety of Patitia s/rzý,osa whicli was found near WVaterton Lake
at the base of tue Rocky MNountains and just witliin the botîndaries of
the district. At the tinie tlîis sheli wvas thoughrt to be an undescribed
species and %vas nanied by Dr. Dawson Ii'è/ix limzitaris.

Since tic date of l)r. I)awson's explorations Alberta lias on severai
occasions been visited by menibers of the staff of the Geological Survey
and 1 have se-. ;n the M\,useumi at Ottawa some interesting species
collected by tiieni ; but as no record of these shielis appears to liave
been publishied, and 1 ani ignorant of the precise localities wlîence they
came, I do not like to include theni in the present list.

Three years ago Mr. T. E. Bean, the wvelI known Iepidopterist of
La-gani (which place is close to the Western boundary of Alberta) began
tô investigate the siils of lus neighibourhood and very kindly gave me
specimens of ail the species he ohserved. In the autumn of 1893 I
had the pleasure of spending two days at Laggan in MNr. Beari's


