
have so acqu*rced the habit of looking' upon sucli immense areas as of
every day occurrence, that an initial journey of three or four thousand
miles ta begin operations is regarded witlî no greater feeling of excite-
ment or uaîeasiness than one of a tentbi that distance in a niucl smnaller
country. In Australia, however, the work of the geological surveys lias
been crnparatively local, and lias neyer been appliud ta the enormaus
areas withi wliicb we arc famniliar in this country. 'lhle only survey, then
which in point of extent can at ail compare %vith that of Canada is that
of our gigantic neighibour ta the souith, %vhere tbe area of surface ta, be
covered by its operations is not very différent fromi aur oivn, but where
certain conditions exist which render a comparison of the wvork of the
two surveys interestinr from several standpo&nts. Thus, in the United
States, owing ta their more southerly position, field parties are eriabled
ta spend a ver>' imuch longer period in exploration than in Canada; in
fact there is no reason why their field ivork cannet, in man>' portions,
be carried on throughout the entiie yeai. In Canada, on the other
hand, owing ta an earl>' and often excessive snowraill, and ta, the extremie
cold ai winter, the period in wbich field operations can be carricd on
wNith profit iii saie years scarcel>' exceeds a third of the whole time.
Then again, in man>' of tbe American Etates local or state geolagîral
surveys are, or have been, carried on, by which the structure and mnin-
eraI resauirces of each have been irxvestigated by the state authorities
and at the sîate's expense, and thus the %vork of Uic general surve' bias
beeti greatl>' facilitated. It is truc, in the ear!ier days, before the con-
federation of eur own piovinces, local surveys were cprried on, ta, a
litniited ex cnt only, in Nova Scatia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island, but the antount of timie and mnone>' expended in these wvas com-

î)arativ'cl> insignifîcant, althoughi the wvork donc b>' the local gcologists
wvas of ver>' considerable value ; while in the 1rovincts of Ontario and
Quebec, whichi have enjoyed legislative union for haîf a century, the
wvork 'vas dune b>' the Geoiog-ical Surve>' of Canada with a ver>' limited
staff indeed, for years scarcely exceeding in nuniber mare than haîf a
dozen persans in ail. Contrasting also, the facilitics for wvork of the
British survevors, and ta, a certain extent of the Amiericans as well,
Wjth the 'jîfficulties which the menîbers of the '.anadian staff have ta
encouniter, the utifavourable position of the latter beconies most striking


