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While passing down a àireet of the suburbs of Albion, I no*iced
an English sparrow feeding in the dusty road. As I cain within
foety feet of it, a grachie, seemingly without provocation, swc"ped
down froen a nearby tree and feil upoei this unupcigbird. Wîth a
succession of rapid blows the grachie killed the sparrow outrigbt.
Before 1 could prevent it, a friend who was with me ran out to drive
,off thse grackle. Thse grackle was a male On examining thse bil and
feathers oif the dead sparrow, 1 found that this bird was not young. in
fact, I amn certain that it was mature. On plucking the sparrow 1
foSnd that thse neck and base of thse skull were badly bruised. The
injury semned to, indîcate that it had been killed by sheer impact oif
blows.

On the other occasion my attention was caught by a great
clamoring of Englisis sparrows. A grackle in their midst was being
pursued. and finally floundered into sonie nearby trees A mature,
dead sparrow was left behind on thse road.

On bath occasions, unfortunately, I was prevented f rom witness-
ngwhat the "rackle would have due with its victim if left undis-

tre.This, of course, deprives one of determieing thse *infiac
of thse action in question. My friends at Albion told me of wîtnessing
two other instances of similar action by "'blackbirds."

REsTRmm BIEEDIG Coiouxi<riis oir rm IhvsLow's Spmm:yW.

Froen May 25 ta june 2, 191S, at Barbee Lake, Koscioeko County,
Indiana., and froen June 2 ta june 11, 1916, at Albion, Michigan, I
had an %ppotunity of studying thse lienslow's sparrow.

On both occasions thse sparrows occurred in low, wet meadows.
Thse interesting point ta me is that aithougs there were many spots
identically thse sain as thse frequented by thse sparrows, the bîrds
occurred at one spot only in both oif thse regions studied.

At Barsce Lake, Indiana, the birds were foumd only over an ame
of about ose-quarter of a mile square, at thse somiti end of thse
Lake. Here thiere were about twety birds, and the conditions oif thse
cloaa and thse egg stages in thse oviduct of the femnalespcns
céllected showed tisat tisey were on their breeding groUNd Thse
females were always in greater evidence than thse males and mut of
thse birds oflected were of this seu.

At Albion, Michigan, the bîrds .were found Sly> ovet an area oif
about oSe-haif a mile square. I explored exte-nsiely 1 the country about
Albion to within a radius of seve miles of thse town,* and aithaugs this
region abounded with suitable localities for thse breeding of HensloW's
sparrw,, I found tism SuI> at ome spot east of thse town. i estimated
that here tiser must have been fron fort> toamxy birds.

ise question arisqes do tise oservations tend to show tisat thse
species groeap during tise breeding peiods?
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