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yuestion. I shall ouly mentiou those cruses
which I couceive to be in some meusure
peculinr to Hindustan.

t. The influence of caste. It is not in
the power of language to portray the. full
evil of this dreadinl sysiem. lmagine so-
cicty cut up into numerous divisions, all
the parts closely wnited in the bouds of
trotherhoud ; depending upon each other
for nost of the enjoyments aud amenities
of life ; forbidden to ent or drink with any
one not in their own cirele ; unable to mar-
ry or give their childres in marriage out of
the prescervibed bounds: and above all, the
conduct of every member suhjected to the
scrutiny of an eldership of their own; and
it will not be hard to perceive the strength
of the chain which binds them. ‘The Hin-
du is a slave; a willing slavs *o his caste.
If he offend his brethren oy break the rules
of caste, they mect and punish hin. Most
likely he is interdicted from eaing and
drinking with them, until hie restore himself
by giving them a feast; a contingencyt
which a poor man will avoid as he would
an adder.  If this evime should be of & na.
ture nat to be forgiven, he is irrewievably
cast out; and who can tell the hovror of
that event ! Father, mother, brother, sis-
ter, wife, child, friend, companion, he has
none. No one to pity him, no once to sym-
pathize with him, no one to help him.  He
sinks down into the dregs of sociery—drags
out a weary life, and becomes a miserable
outeast. Christinnity is a direct antagonisy
of caste.  Christians alf eat aud dvinkk to-
gether at the Lovd’s supper. Lo 2 Hindu
the very first idea of Christianity is the i
vieg up of caste.  These socicties ther fore
guard themselves and their members a-
gainst the danger of contamination. If
any oue is Gisposed 2o listen to our instruc-
tions, he must be careful that he does not
£0 1o far, lest he should bring down upon
himself the wrath of the couucil. Thus,
caste is & lion guardiug the way to the tree
of life, and ready to spring upon the too
daving adventurer. Unless a man is al-
ready a vagabond, and so has nothing 10
lTose, or umnless he can satisfy his breihren
that le bas some other object in view, or
unless perchance he bea sincere inquirer,
and ready to hazard cvery thing, he dare
not come 0o frequently to us for insirue-
tion. The cousequence of all this is thata
man must not inquire; he must unot open
his mind to the light ; he must remain ig-
morant and prcjudiced, and look upon
Christianity as a deadly evil to be avoided
and detested.

2. The peculiar prejudices of the country
in reference to the sacredness of animal
lite, and especially that of the cow, is anctier
cause of the dislike of thie Hindus to Chris-
tianity. Mauy of. the Hindus kill various
kinds of animals, and cat them 100, but no
one ever dares to lay violent hands upon
wie cow; and it is more holy to abstain
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froma all animal food, and prolect all ay,
mal life. ‘L'he iden is that in killing an ug.
mal you may perhaps be Killing your ¢nq
father or mother, for they all believe in e
doctrine of tvunsmigration, and make no
dilference between the toul of 2 man and
that of s animal. The cow is sacred, apg
is exceedingly dewr to o lindu's hearr~
She understands his Ianguage. 1 have
heard a cow-herd talking 10 his cow as if
she were a reasonable being, and he seegs
ed to think she understood every thing he
said, only she did uct answer.  Gow-hui.
¥a, cow-mmder, as the Killing of the cow i
called, is the very summit of erime, a muys.
der infinitely move heinous than that of 4
human heing.  In this respect we ontrag
their prejud ces dreadfully.  We Kill, and
eat every day, our religion allows us 1o dy
so; but it must be a bad relizton in the ¢
timation of the jgnorant and prejudiced
Hindu, thas will grant such an unholy s
detestable indulgence.  They cannot think
of it without abhosrence.

On this point their prejudices are arows-
el sooner than in any other way. Thee
was st wicked native Christion in Tuieh.
gurh, supported for a iime as a catechis by
an officer in the army. but who dd every
thiug be could to hinder us in our work—<
There was a village close by, where we
were in the habit of going to preach, and
where the people listened to us with much
respeet.  ‘This emis-ary of Satan, whonbe
Jenrat how it was, followed usup.  Colleet
ing the people together, he said that he had
something very inportant to tell them. Do
the Suliibs come here to preach? Yes—
Well then let me wwrn you.  Listen to
them ten times, and they will get an order
fram the Governor-General, aml make yon
all Chuistians,  Lhey will make you cat bei.
So it was with me.  They made medrk,
put a pieee of beef into my mouth, and 1
beeame a Clwistian. I have had my teil
cat off; but I do not, like the fox, wish 10
see you in the same plight, I have therefors
come to you as a fricud to warn you. This
was cnough. The next time one of our
number went to the village he was pelied
with stones, and for o long time the pecplo
were afraid to listen 10 us.

3. Anvilier cause of this dislikeds, thy
Chrigtianity in this country has been sadly
hetrayed, misrepresented, and shorn of he
bLeauty by her professed friends. Among
the Lnglish, formerly there was scarcely
any sign of religion, not even the externsl
appearance ot it.  Things arec much better
now. There is, here and there, & goodly
number of pious people. But the gres
majority still know nothing of the spiritof
Christianity, and do not recommend it in
their lives. Among the native Christisog
on whom much more depende u this case,
we hiope there arc many of Gou's people,
but it cannot be denied that many of them
are also exceedingly weak, and the” 7



