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b)e d ra ggc:cd down to resolutions tinw'%orthiy and even slîanicful ; and,
in lits of frenzy and mental abberation, attemipt to put sucb resolu-
lions int exectition, but to niaintain oneseif long in such a state, is
ncxt to an imipossibility.

XVbenl once, the crueiiy torniented youing w'ife bad miuttercd to
bierseif :"'.' My mind is macle up ; bcfore a montb tbey xviii be out
of the b louse," slie endeavored to think no more, neither
of the children t0 w'bom she w~as so harshi and pitilcss, fl0r of the
%,iIlainy of the part sue wouid play before tbcir father. Instinctivclv
she tricci t luilto bs1cep the seruples w'bicb wcre rising froni the
innerrnost recess of bier soul, by concentrating ail lier tboughits;«
the souvenir of tbe dead one. Shie summ'noneci forth, from the secret
rccess of lier 'heart, tlic sweet pbantorn of bier Andrcew, -with sucb
ardor of regret thiat lie wvas present to bier as if stili an object of
fleshi and biood. Just as if she lbad not seen himi coid and rigid in
bis littie; bcd, witb bis poor swceet lips lialf-partcd, bis eycs ciosed,
and bis w'ax-colored liands grasping an ivory crucifix ! Just as if
suie biad flot seen, a few weeks ago, those dark silent nmen, naji tlîe
cover of the coffin over the iifeiess formi of bier boy ! Tiiere, she
fanciei himi, waiking -by bier side, tbe rays of tbe Sun plavfuiiy
caressing bis golden locks. So v'ivid, s0 precise, so bcsetting was
tAie vision îiîat slie feit the irresistible dcsire to gh'e tangible forni
to lier tenderness and the i mperious nced of doing sometbi ng wtiithi
whiciî the dead child would be associated. LJnknowingiy, she biad
by Ibis lime emerged froni the grove and insteaci of going dircîiy
to the blouse, sbe cnlcred the biot-blouse anîd prepared *witb unusual
care a large bouquet of swcet-snielliiig flowers, rntbîering ail tbe
wTlile to bierself "Poor litIle darling .. .lbow~ fond he ivas of
these flowers

Ever since the day the mortal remains of lier Andrewv lad been
taken away fron the littie pink rooni adjacent to bers, Mrs. Mel-
ville lîad given strict orders not 10 disturb anything in tue apart-
mient. There stood the gilded brass bed mvilb ils siiow-white cover-
let, the sanie fumniture and the many litIle nicknacks s0 dear 0 the
child. There, in the -mirdrobe, the littie man's clotlies stili keepi-.go
intact the forni of bis graceful body. There, bis little chapel ~hr
he bad been wvont to kcnecl by the side of bis " dear mania-,n," to
b)id good-niglit and good-niormnng bo lus " good fricnd," an artistic
statue of tue Gbild of Bethlehem.

Flow many wvumen, whetiier mothers, vvives or unniarried,
have tbus tricci to prolong the existence of a lovedl one by preserving
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