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SC(YTVS WOMAN.

'EFORE betiningiit ai study of Scott's w0iiien, it may flot
lie .-.Iliss ta devote somle tiioulIlt ta wvomlankinid in
-encrai ; and in this connectiat ia few principles Sugr-
Crest thenmselves. Thie huniiian beart changes not. I t

is iii ils normal condition susceptible ta love and hiatred and
Jealousy ; o hiope anai desp:iir and hiappiiness. 1-lutilan nature
is, in geiieral, and essentially for ail trne a constant quanily-
Manners, cuistorns, prcvaîlimng conditions, local or temporarv
influences, which froni the settingts of society, may modify or
artificialize the expr2ssion of human nature or individual character,
and especiali' of Feéminine nature or character, but a womian is
Stil a mvoniin imi Ille deptlhs of lier nature. Thus Ille stanldard of'
mlorality vyieidinig bo tenîporary influences, has -Caried wvitil UIl

ag>es,, sonictîmes ho~lding ta the natural and austere, sornetinies
yieldingc I theUi artilicial antfla>: ini variauis degrees.

Scott's womeil, like Shakespeare's, are aIl womnil af histor>',
belong.ing ta ages sufficientlv reniate frani the beginniing af the
t%%,ei:tietli century ta require with the il n aditional crite< ion or
standard tif judgrnent besides that whichi is required ini considering,
wonian characters af Ille age in %which we live.

Scoit's wivoani-cliatrzicers niust tlierefore be conlsidercd from
tivo st«tndpoînîts :lrom the standpoint of truc, universal %voman-
Ilood, and wviîl referetice ta the limes iii whiich they lived. The
first calîs for the exercise af Ille philosoplîy af han-ian nature ; the
second cails for anr intiniaLe knoivledgc o ai istary.j

Scott's lieroines, fromi tie first af these standpoints, wvould
formi an excellent subject for sîtudy, whichi, hiowever, cati oniy b<>
perfected by brioging wa bear it the influences af the periods ini
xvhich thex lived. Scaul's knowvledtge of history wvas immense,
profound and detailed and his hlistarical pictures and portraits nmusi,j
tIierefare, tic considered reliable allaowin-, always for the slight

latitude given a navelist and denlied an istorian.

Heroines, in novets, may cmnveic-nlly for onfyisa char-
acter be put iibi thirec classes, the Al;ve -woman. and UIl Paçsiv!e

thezn Uic oman ivhio docs and thie %vonan w'ha enduriijes, and a


