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sent" of those Who welcomed your young minIster twenty.
five years ago, and the many wbo have since been added to
our ranks. May the Master of the Feaqt niake His pre-
sence fait by you and me, for 1 shall be wh you ln spirit.

1 canna: tell yau how deeplv I bave been moved by thr
lovIng sympatby expressed by you, my beloved friends, In
so rnany ways ta myself. The Lord reward you for nil your
klndnsss ta me and mine 1

Need 1 say bow mucb we awe la present circunistances
to aur tricd friend, Principal Grant, and to Mr. Drummnond,
and ta bis congregation, wbich bas acted wlth rare self.
forgetfulness ln agreelng ta allow its mnIoster ta corne ta us
for some montbs? There are scores of bretbren, moreover,
who bave affered ta serve us in any wray In tbelr power.
Mare and more do 1 bless God for the preclous buman
sympatby wbase strcamns are ted from the fountain of Hîs
-rwn love.

Wbat the camlng yeors will brlng, wblcb of us can tell?
The future is la the bands af Hlm wbo secs tbe end fram
the beginning, and wbose Namne is Love. IlThe Lard bath
been mindful af us ;He wll bless us."

IIThe Lord bless you and keep ",ou . th e Lord make His
face sbine upon you and be graclous unto Vou : the Lord
liut up His counitenance upon you and Rive you pence 1"

Yaurs faltbfully,
Fergus, Docember, 1895, D. J. McU~...

TI INCA RNA TION.

THOUGI-I this be but little in the thoughtsT of the multLUde, it is really what this sea.-
son, the sacred festival of Christ mas, calîs to and
ever keeps in mind. It is by far the mos! tran-
scendently important event which lias ever taken
place in the history of the hurnan race ; it has
coiored ail its history both before it and since, and
it marks its most significant epocli. As there is so
mucli connected with it at preserit in the mindis of
most, which thougli not wrong, is yet calculated to
give it a trivial character, a few thoughts about it
of a more serions kind are surely in place in a ne-
Iigious paper, and ought to be wvelcome to our
readers.

One cannot seriously thînle ofthe incarnation,with.
out the mind being filled with the wonder of it, and
the longer and more deeply that it is dwelt upon,
the more will the %vonder of it fi11 and overpower the
reverent, thoughtful mmnd. What is there to equal
in wvonder, the second person in the blessed Trinîty,
the greatGod,who created with a word and continu-
ally uphoîds ail things, who fIlls immensity with His
presence, the Sovereign 'Ruler and Aîmighty Lord
of ail creatures and aIl worîds, submitting to the
limitations of such a nature as ours, to become
flesh, to be bora of a woman, to grow, to hunger
and thirst, to suifer weariness ; to leave beliind the
glories and honor of the heavenly state, to dwvcll in
lowliness and poverty among men, and become a
homeless wanderer among the creatures and upon
the earth which HIe called into being ; nay, more ;
tobeopposed, oppressed, maîigned, persecuted, and
at last put to a cruel and shameful dlcath. This is
indecd a wonder, the wonder of wonders, but how
great it is no finite mind can conceive, mucli less
unfold.

Next to this is the -nystery of it. This adds to
the wonder. The fact lias been so long familiar to
us, that it is only when we deliberately think upon
the incarnation -that the greatness of the mystery
takes hold of the mmnd. It lays hold of and hum-
bIes and awes the devout soul, but who can pene-
trate or explain the mystery of the union of the
divine and hiuman natures in one person ? Man 's
insatiable curiosity, and pride of intellect have in.
deed grappled again and again with this great mys-
tery, and the multitude of wvords have only served
to make i! more inscrutable than it was before.
Better would it be to leave its solution unattempt-
cd ; secret things belong to God. That the Incar-
ate One wasman and yet more, His lifeof unspotted
holiness in a world steeped in sin, His doctrine,
Fus. works, His resurrection, and the strange yet
mighty influence for good, which these and His
unique personality, exhibited durng a ministry of
three bri-f years, have everywhere and always ex-
erted upon the human race, in every age, every
part of the globe, of every social condition, clearly
show, that whule HIe was indeed man,LHe was noue
other than what He cîaimed to be, God manife3t in
flesh.

The Incarnation.which this season reminds us of,
reminds usalso of God'sfaithfuiess. Atthedawn of
hîstory the promise of this great event was dirnly
foreshadoved, and as age after age passed, like the
unrolling of soine vas! curtâin, the design grew more
and more clear and d 'istinct What a history grew
up around, these ever.unfolding, eve.r-brightening
promises , what hopes long deferred, until. scoffing
scepticismn said, IIWhere is the promise of His
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coming ?" But God is flot slack concerning Ilis
promise as soine men count slaclcness. The ful.
ness of time at length arrived, and God sent forth
luis Son on lus divine missiun if* love and sa!va-
tion, and IIis appearance vindicatcd thc veracity
of God, and season, as long and as often as it
recurs, adds ) thur and another tcstimony tc lUs
faithfelness, _i.d serves to establish in llb. people
an immovablc confidence in 11h, %vord. lIeaý,en
and earth may pass awvay, but not one jut or tittle
of 1-is %vord wvil ever pass away. It is well that in
a world wvherc ail is changeful and uncectain, wc
should, by the recurrence of this elison froifl tiine to
tirne, bc ancw rerninded of. anid lIav. set before us
the unchaging faithfulness of God.

In the incarnation, recallcd by this scason, wve
have alkso a coitinually repeated remembrdnce of
the divine ?o..e. The wurider, the rnystery and
faithfulness of God at the Christmnas season
brought afrcsh before us, are ail croivnied by the love
that shines in this inost pregn ant and momen tous fact
in history. A pity, helpfulniess and kindness towards
mnan that are infinite as well as divine, shine forth
in the incarnation and should make this a season
of gratitude, of rekindling love, and renewed con-
secration to the service of Ilim who gave Himnself
for us, wvbo came flot to bc ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give Ilis life a ransom for many.
The manner and purpose of the Incarnation, and
the wvayin which this divine purpose wvas carried out,
alike proclaim, and write as it were in letters of light
on every .age of history, and on evcry act of 11ks
providence that IIGod is love."

There are also a pmise and poieny for good to
the human race in the incarnation, iwhich should
at this season be felt like a new inspiration to
everything good, and a fresh wvell-spring of hope
and encouragement to aIl. Even as it is, earth's
history has many a sad, bîood and tear-stained
page. But wvhat wvouId it have been without the
incarnation of the Christ of God ? It wvas ushered
in wvith the song of the angelic choir, of Ilpence on
eaith andi good-Nvill to men." Dark as the picture
has too often been even since, yet the only light
that lias shone athwart the gloom, is that which lias
radiated from the Sun of rightcousness. Wlierever
the knowledge of the incarnation of God's Son has
gone, and the good news it carnies ivith it have been
heard, accepted and acted upon, and just in pro-
portion as they have been, have peace and good-
wvill spread their benign influence among men.
Contras! the condition of those who are destitute
oî this transforming, upîifting, saving knowledge
with that of those wvbo have it not, and how great
is the difference, and to what is it ail otving, hut to
the facts, and the spirit and power of them, of
whicli this time is the comniemoration ? In pro-
portion as t:iey spread, the darkness and degrada-
tion, the misery and hopelessness of lîfe begin to
be relieved, and it is only as they spread, are
heartily received and incorporated into the very
life of society, that the dawu brighitens and broad-
crns into the perfect day. The only hope of mani-
kind lies in the promise and potency for good of
the incarnation of which Christr.aas is the memo-
rial, and only when it is known by every people of
every race, and tribe, and tangue, and ail that this
fact of wonder and mystery, and of the love and
faithfiiluess of God implies, wilI the tears, and
woes, and misenies of mankind be exchanged for the
glad and ceaseless anthem of praise, which in the
purpose of God was inaugurated by the incarnation.

SCFIOOL CIILDR1SN A.ND .'ER.YZCIOUS
LITERA TURE.

THFL dreadful case of matricide by two unIte
boys in England a short time ago, and the

fac tat their room %vas found filled with a pile of
cheap romances recking wvith bloodshed and ail
modes of criminal horrors, have dratv special atten.
tion to the vast mass of sensational, and demuraliz-
ing literature which is being circulated ail over the
world, and especially among school boys, and it is
even to be added among school girls, to a far
greater extent than is generally suspccted, or tvouîd,
when stated, be actually believed. In Britain the
circulation of this sort of so-called literaturé is
simply appalling ; aud not merely in the large
centres. of population, but even in quiL: couutry
towns and villages, as well as in districts entirely
rural, and therefore often believed to be perfectly
innocent and moral. The sanie thing is truc of the
States, in the estimation of manyr even to a much

greater extent, .vhile wve ini Canada necd flot play
the Phiarisc and raise our thanksgiving of IIGod, I
thankTllee.' Wcmay not hal c , vcry mucil ol thit
kind uf wai e minufar-turc-d arnung ourselves, tuiouglî
there is more even of that ilhan rnany suspect. But
in spite of ail the professed caution and supervising
care exercised by oui Post Office and Customs, the
amount of impurted mental and moral poison is
sufficiently formidable. It ià %vhat alune a grent
many boys and girls as wvell as yoting men and
,w<nmen rend, so that ta many the only bencfit de-
riàed from going tu schuul, scrms to bc in their
own estimation that i! giýub ilium the power to
revel in such rubbish. And even wheni such books
are not distinctly profane or indecent, yet they are
genýzrally of such a fi;ghtfuuý'y blood and thunder
character, as very naturally and inevitably to uinfit
their admirerà for ail the urdinaty and actual reali-
ties of life and work. Robbers, thieves, highiway-
men, trair.-wvreckers, pirates, ganiblers, smugglcrs,
and the whole army of blaçkguaids and bîacklegs
are raised to the position of heroes and demigods,
and the one great aspiration of many wvho follow
their fortunes thnough the well thumbled Ilpenny
drcadfuîs :" is " Let us be like thcm,with our pockets
fulîl of money and our caves cra:nmed wvith car-
goes that neyer knew the customs.' The young
backguards %ýho a few ycars ago tried their hiancis
a! "lholding up " somne of the bank clerks in this
city, wvere simply specimens of sucli training and
sudh resuîts. Again and again have indecent
books been found in the desks of grown up school
girls, even in this Canada of ours, as school teachers
and inspectons wvill oftzn aclcnowvledge %vitli sorrow
and regret. No! only so, if ive may judge froni the
indecent posters on the dead wvalIs of our tovns
and cities, advertising many c~f thue favorite theatri-
cal representations of the day, it is but reasonible
to conclude that the virus;j lias spread further, and
that nmen and women are making thernselves vile
for bread, and, as a result, are getting"I bread," and
that very abundantly.

The Il nude " is popular, and all who object,
are sncred at as man-worms, or patnonizingly
contemned as destitute of "lculture." Even
?iftci'ateirs, iwho %vould feel horrified if they were
looked upon as catcning for the gutter, hiave the
most of their henoes and heroines arnong those who
look upon the Ten Commandments, and especially
the seventh, as the mere childish traditions of ages
of ignorant superstition and meaningless cant.
Their IIwomen who did," and their maideus who
Ildesîred but durs! not," are ail of the sanie kidney,
with a philosophy that ends in the sty of Epicurus,
and a moral idea that culmninates in a femnale
Ilemnancipation," wvhichi guarantees this a! any rate
that thIl "pure woman " of the hour shahl bc no
more mercenary than the cattle of the field and
morally no higlier. Wliat is the remnedy ? Mere
suppression by law wvill do littie-some Iawyers
say can do uothing. What then? Has Chnis-
tianity lost its power ? Is the Sermon on the
Mount a helpless tradition ? In the meantime the
lollowing rernarks of un English reviewer of the
present manth inay ivell bc applied on a wider
scale than cither London or England, and deserves,
to be pondered seriously on this side the Atlantic
as well, by ail who wish weIl to the rising genera-
tion whether of the higher or ot the Iower classes:

IlThe teachers [la ordicaty day schoolsl bave na autbarity
aut af scbool bonre, and even in scboal time ara afraid te en-
farce discipline with properly parental severity, wblle the
parents ara eiuber incapable ai controlling ibelr own cblldren
wben at borna, exceptin d mast rudimentaty manner, or are
tao much occupied witb tbeir awn wark, and ton tire ' ln
tbeir leisure bouts ta attend ta tbem. The cansequenct Is
tbat thre children generally lase la botb ways an essential aIe-
ment of tbeir educatian:- and, as mny of us in London arc
anly ton weil aware, the smaller sida streets are often full,
out af scboal bauts, af a snob of loafing cblldren maklng
tbamselves an arrant nuisance, and picking up just sncb a
set of bad habits as childish liberty nacessitates. Is it wonder.
fui tbat the bays gat iata unarchief, and at a pracoctous age
take tha worst specimens af thelr class Ior examples, learang
sucb disagretable and perniciaus practices as premature
smoking and'continual spittiag? Nabody stops tbam. It Is
nobody's business. Yet every body grumbles and tr!nly, at
the way la wbch thre manners ai these children arc degen-
erating. 1: is anly a natural result of tbelr compulsory frac-
dom fram work wbicb we bava demanded, la order that tbey
may attend school and learn ta read, and write, and do sums.
Manners arc not in the eur,*uhrrn, and while the cbildren
are jus: as prana to wanton miscbtef, as the lîttîs monkeys
always bave betn, mudeacss, mncivility, indecency and pro-
fanity are more than ever features la tbelr speechr and
bebaviaur."

W~eill I« What will ye do with it ? Is the bc-
haviour of many childrer going to and froni Sunday
sdcols mudli better ?


