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We must flot lose sight ai another fact

bearing on thse siabject. Thse Chinese con-
vert viho is thse most useful in deiending the
trulti againet oppanents, in instruchiog tn-
quirers in the tenets of Christianity and &a
rauséng interest among thse inadifférent and
tlt %.arcecss, ;s be who bas thse riost a%.çut-
ate knawledge ai Chuistian and Lognate
tmuth. He is tbe best qualifled ta .< exisort
by sound doctrine"I tbe attentive listener,
and ta lIcanvince thse gainsayer" vibo
"lholds fast the faitisful Word" wbich bie
bas beca carcfully taught, and iris is ready
ta give aa intelligent answcr ta bim visa asks
for a reason af the hope that is in bum. Nov,
this implies diligent, thougistfül, and long-
continaued educatian in haly things. Sncb
education was insisted an and practised by
aur Saviaur aud by Mis apashles. And,
amang a people like thse Chinesc, Who are in
intellect equal ta, and in cîvilization more
advanced than, the ancient Greeks and Rn-
Mans, is a mere slipsisod fasision af planting
Cbrstianity desireabie? XVall it be success-
fui even if desireable? History empisatical-
ly proclnims against thse pnsbibility ai sucis
success.

More important, more difficuli, and de-
mnanding mort varied talents than tise work
af any minister in the churcb ar tbe duties
af any professorial chair in Christian cout-
tries, is the work ai estabiisbing Christ ianity
ini China. Wha, thoen, is su(ficient far tbese
thiogs ? Wha is thse man best fltted for
this viozk? Were the conversion of thse
world a task now initiated, it mlight be per-
haps mare difficult ta return a deflaite repiy
ta tisis question. But the war against the
kcingdam ai darkness as as aId as thse Churcis
ai God. We must, tiserefare, fisten ta the
teachings ai the past experience af that
Church ta guide us in aur action for thse
future.

WVhen the Lord's people vitre braught
out af Egypt, the chasen leader vias Moses,
a man accomplished an ail thse icarniog ai tise
Egyptiaais, a man whose courage was as un-
shaken as bis intellect was pawerful, whosa
kaowfedge vas as greatas bats failli vas te
framn doubî. If vie examine the character
oi the men who were movcd by the Haly
Gbost ta rebuke, and ta undertake the re-
claniatian ai, thse back-sliding Jews-ruiers,
pr iest and peapit-we flnd that tacis is pre-
eminent in courage, eminent for knowledge ai
tise trutb, ai autstanding ability combined
with that humility ihi is tise twin-brother
ai real greatness. Otir lesson tram OId
Testament history is that God, ta accom-
plisis His great work, chaoses mca few in
number, but tisis number tht choicest ai
their race and generation.

It is stated that tht Newi Testament lays
dovin a different standard. Tâe Lord jesus
is said ta bave sent forth a bandi of illiterate
flsliermen ta establisis Mis Kingdam upon
tansh. Is this an accuratereprcsentation ai
tht casec? 0f the aposties first seiected
saine vexe ccrtainly educated men. Tva
mea attained ta special eminence. Peter
and John vert onigiuially men visa did not
iack farce of character, and tht wziters af
thse Gospel of John, and the Episties of
Peter and John, cannai be calied iiliterate.
Compatedta theRabbi vihoinevi the jais md
titties af every word in, every bookr ofthe Old
Tes tament and visa cauld lcarnedly discuss
tht structure ai sentences, and cxtract wond-
erful meanings from tht form of letters, thti
apostles may bave been ignorant af ilera-
ture. Biut trut learning dots not cansist in
the knavwledge af rocts and wards, or tht
.àyntax and gramrmu of languages. These
are but tht Instruments foi acquiring or ian-
parting somne truth or'truths. Real learning
.ýrLsists in the knowltdge ai tisai truts ;tselt.

And did tht public.* appearances af tht
apostît ls net prove tbem posstssed of more
real léaraing than the Rabbinilcal book-

%vorms evet knew or cauid comprchend ?
Duiring a lengthened periad dmd flot tbe dis*
ciples pass through a systein of close, daily
and baurly education sucb as no other men
evcr bail, and under the grcatest teacher
the worid ever saw, before they were com-
missionedl to bc Ilaposties " or Ilsent
ones? Cao sucb men bc said ta bave heeti
unlearned or untrained wbcn they were
sent forth ta their svork ? Tbey were, on
the contrary, men tboroughly trained and
carcfuily seiected.

The apostle Faul still orther empbasizc.
my contention tliat in the htstory of Lhe
Cburi of Old and INew Testament tuies
God empioyed a select few to initiate the
work of training men ta, bc preacbcrs&ot
rigbteousness ta their teilow*countrymen.
And dices not the hastary of the cburch 1subsequent ta the Apostolic Period, speil out
the samne lesson ? A strang Luther appears
in Germ' -iy, and the cOuntrv escapes en-
tirciy tram the broken shackles of Rame.
An equaily robust Knox preaches in Scot-
land, and toc Reformation is completed.
Mca flot less Iearaed, but of weaker char-
acter, led the movemeat in Engiand, and
the Reformatn is stuif unûnssbed. Betinud
every great movement in the churcb, since
that tinie, and bcbind ail important progress
in the mission world, you will invariably find
a man of decided force of character, af
sotxad common sense, of good natural abil-
rites, frequently of learaiag, and of a warm-
IV sympathizing disposition; and by devot.
ed carcestness these qualities are ail conse-
crated ta the service of God. These are ail
select men, chasea by God becatise af the
necessarv qualifications given ta tbem by
Himseif, ta adapt themn for the work ta
which tbcy have been cailed.

To hriefly recapitulate. Because of tbeir
ancient civilization and their excellent
system of education, the Chinese regard
Westerns with cantempt. Therefore, ta
gain their respect, you must have men of
prominent mental eadowments, sbarpened
and reflned by educational advantages.
From politicai considerations and social
customs, there exist serious obstacles tc
friendly intercourse witb Christ!an people.
Irrespectîve, therefore, ai the argument tram
their enormous numbers, it is indispensable
that native converts be empioyed ta, preach
the Gospel ta the Chinese. lIn order ta be
the best possible laborers in this warl. tbe
converts must be Wall instructcd, ta enable
tbem ta exbort the believer and ta canvince
tbe gainsayer. And ta, properiy instruct
these convcrts, ta niake them fit instruments
for the establishment ai a strang, beaithy,
aggressive form of Cbristiaaxity, we leara
tram the history of God's deaiings witb man
in ancient and modern times, that the
church must send forth ta this work in China
ber ablest andi nabiest sons, the most talent-
ed and earzest of bier members. Thus bis-
tory declares the cburcb to be sbirking lier
most sacred duty wben she is satisfied with
ordinary ot inferior representatives ta do a
work whicb demands the grcatest skill, the
greatest wisdom, tbe greatest pictv at ber
disposai. IlQuality, flot qnantity," was the
conclusion of the late Norman McLeod
tram'his Indian experience. This conclu
sion is jtistifled by Scripture, by bistriry, and
by common sense.

Critics af missionary metbads, Who ap-
parently believe tbemselves freed tram ail
respousibility in connection with the pro.
pagation~ oftbe Gospel, sbout out in pom
pous tontes or in bysterical screams, IlRe-
vert in apostolic nmethods." This is exactiy
wbat is required, and these critics wouid
bave deserved commendation badl they rle-
flned Ilapostolic matbads." Wbat were the
methods cf apostoiic tumes ? Those metb-
ads did not hinge on the question of maney,
more or less. Tbey igaorcd discussions on
dress. Thev laid no special eniphasis on,
the kinds, cf food and drink ta bc ased.
Unavoîdable hardshîps were faced with
calmness and withont boasting , asceticîsm
was scornfül II repudiated with the heathen-
isa out af wbose ignorance s?. sprang.
The essential features, cf thr.I apostolic
nieta"-are-cIearly unfolded in the brief

account WC passess ai tbe flrst forcign ýmas-
sionary meeting held ia the primitive
cburcb.

A fcw 'ugitive Christians had successful*
IV preached the doctrines of tHe Cross in
Antiach. The cburcb in jcrusalem found
at difficuit ta believe the good news, and sent
the experienced I3arnabas ta examine the
tacts. Mis saut was averjayed. Ile preach-
cd, and the cause grew. Ht bethougbt brin
ai bis friend, Sauf, then in Tarsus, whom hie
believcd specially fltted ta reason with the
--- rous types of bumanity çangr.gated in

Ant*och. The eloqueace of the oidez Barn-
abas, and the keen logical teaaning of the
Young Saul avercame all oppasition. Othe[
preachers and teachers, eminent mcn there
were, but tbese twa, tbe aldest and the
youngest, stoad aut conspiciaus for abilîty,tor caraestness, and for success. la the
congregational prayer meeting the needs af
those who were destitute ai the Gospel were
flot forgatten. And as the believers were
practicai men, their prayers we.-e Iailowcd
by steps taken ta pradlairi tht Gospel where
it was unkaown. Tbe dlaims of Antiacb,'
anc af tbe threc largest and most influential
cities, wcaltby and active, ai which anly a
fraction had as yet beard the Gospel, wcre
flot ovttlooked. It vwas decided that the
wark of preacbing there should b ef it t
private members and the lcss powerful af
the preachers. But their twa ablest preach-
ers-the ane tbe most experienced and cla-
quent, tb, otlier the most learned and logical
-tbey resolved ta solemnly set apart ta go
forth ta preach tbe Gospel where its vaice
had flot been heard. These two men, there-
tare, Who would probabiy flot bave presum-«
cd ta offer tbemiseives for that work, werc
called by the Church and the Spirit ta be-
came IlApostles " or "lSent " ones. That
was the Apostolic metbod.

Need it be pointcd out how very far
ail cburcbes and ail societies bave deparîed
tram tbat metbod? Instead of solemnly
calling tried men ta tbis niost difficult work
ai the cburcb, the Societies wait far offers
af service [rom Young mnen, wbo are perhaps
ail the more ready ta undertake the task be-
cause tbey a-e uaaware of tbe conditions
under wbich if is ta be carried out. The
Churcb now makes its .Pauis professors af
theology, or sone cognate study, and calls
iLs Barnabases ta ho tihe pashors of tashion-»
able cangtegations. One Paul did greater
service ta the Churcb ai Christ than a hun*dred of tbe Young, inexperienced, and parti'ally educated Christians af Antioch couid
bave effected badl tbey offereci theniselves or
gone of their ovin accord. Revert, then, tatht Apostolic metbod if you desire the
Gospel ta spread as it shauld and as it can.

Mere intellectual abiiity is proud, aid
lcans upon tbe ilwisdom of wards." Mere
sentimental spirituality is weak, despising the
wisdom of which it possessesso littie. "'Zeal
witbout knowiedg-e ul s equally dangerous
with ability without spirituaiity. Yaur mis-
sionaries, tai be useful, mtust be of thse Paul
type, well educated, well trained, ai con-spicuotis talent, of unquestioning faith ; men
wbose spirituaiity of mind is as pronounced
as their inteilectual abilities are prominent.

Rev. James Mastic: Fallowems af Jesus,
remember you cannot maire muti pies, and
yet have dlean hands. You cannot put up
stavepipes and hiacken stoves waîh your
Sunday suit on, and not get yaum clothes
soiled. You cannot go ta churcs and Sun.
day Scbool on Sabbath, and ta, thse dancing
assembly, or ta tht obscene play, or thse
rollicking club during tbe week, and still
retaîn a relisis for the prayer meeting, aud
the Bible, andi thse communion table. Yoti
cannot serve God and mammon. You may
maire thse attempt, but Satan, not Christ,

ilI get your service, and parchase your
soul.

.Suaday Scbool Times.. Self adaptation
isnfot self-ann;hilation. Thse wise adapinj%,
af ourselves ta circumstances, is an exorcise
of arig.aate paver. Dot ýa strvU1t imitai g or
paralysis oi self. Says Phillips Brooks .
"Only ho wha lives a life af bis own can

help tisa ives ai otiser men."

Dec. ith ITHE TWELVE SENT F0RH.{ 5t&""V
GOLDEN iiir.T-Maiîhew x. 7.
Events since ls tesson : i. Tht shilling ai

tise tcmpest; 2, tht restaring ai tise demoniac
ai Gadara ; 3, Mlatthew's feast ; 4, tise taisinlg
oi the dauaghlcr of jainas fiomn the dead;,
two blind men receive their siglat.

Tame.-Autunan of .D. 28, towards the close
ai thec second year ai Chuasî's manastry. Tis
preachiag toua. lasted through the year.

Pic.âm vilage ut town ani Ushmice. t'ht
Thtid Ciaçui, us ijicac.hnng tuui, ina Galalec iras
lieg.Là aftel dIh,, wiLh ILs.-S~ a dt dIlettus
fat which aie grven in ta day'a Lm.sun Tht second
rejectin 0 n~ ataretb was cluring tht first part of
ii tour.

Tht twelve whamt lesus chose hadl n0w bccn
wits Hirm under special inastruction for samne
montiss, auni another new andi important step was
îaken an scndaag tarin lor the fimit fiame the dis-
ciples by thcmsclrc.,i (Math), tara by tara, tu
preach and ta work miracles This aras a pari oi
their trainiaig

Homne Massion Wark, a Modef. - These
tw&ve jesus sent fvith. They bai flot becra long
under anstruction, ycl jesus sends thern forth.
Tht preseace. syanpathy, knowlcdge sand qalaifi-
cations of the ont wauld be a source ai help,
streaigli and courage ta the othec. Tis plan has
beca founri desarabie in moriera missioamy work.
Il is flot necessary alvisys ta wait long before
coaveits may bc sent oui ta tell tht ignor-
ant ai Jesus an.i tht way ai saîration. rhey
were stif I ta be under training by Christ, and
anri seadinq them out thus iras ore important
pyat ai i. This for tht preseat was ta bie
Horne Mission Work ; they vert not ta go ino
the way ai the Gentilca, for any City of the Sai-
antas buat anly ta tht loat siseep ai tise bouse ai

Israel. There are Limes and carcumstances vihen
iî is rîgbt to do Home Mission Work anly. Men
irithout tht knowledge af Christ and His saiva.
Lion are last.

1. Their Work. - Go preacis, saying,
"Tht Ktnedorn ai God as ait hanri." Preaching

is stili ta be tht greai work ai tht missionary. As
timie gots an it trili brancs aff into maoy kîuds ai
work, but ilais is 6irât and chief alirnys, painting
t'le ignorant and losL ta Jesus viho alont can aavc
from sin, sari ge peste nd eernal lie.

Il To Heail the Sicir, Oleanse t:ie
Lapera. etc.-Luie tells us. "lHt gave iheni
powrer andi autnority ta do Lisese tings."l When
tht ciiurch sendis forth mea whom Chisrst also
rends forth, Ht qualifies îisem for their work ; for
instance, Paul and Barnabas, and many noteri and
humble, unnoticeri missionaries, in former sud
later limes, whose work Gari bas bonourei and
biesseri. Wt have here, tise flrst medical mis-
sions, so ta speak, in wirhi htaling ofimen's dis-
caes is ta accompany and malle a way for tht
preachiog. Frecly ye have rtcetived, ctc. Only
as wc have receiveri God's salvataun, !recly, as a
face gift, shalt vie bc able ta give freeiy, sand
preach a large, irc, uncarneri pardon and nevi
lite. As you have received your camtaitsatan and
pover frecly, gratituously, sa exercise i unselfiss-
ly for tise gond o aiters; malte meithier vout
prtachiag, nor )'Our power ai warking miracles, a
means ai gain.

III. Their Outflt.-Prvide neither goîri
nom silver, tc.. Thv.y weme going among ilicir
feiloir countrymea, in their owa land, sand vitr
ta go as ihcy vitre, iithout elaborate and expert-
sive outfit;itwvasnrotnecded. ha zuostancejtsus
said: "Makt nopreparatians suchsas art tsual-
ly marie on the ere of a journey; set oui jusi as
you aie. God wiii provide for ail your wamis."
Trhe opta haspitalaîy ai tht East, saofflent uzeri as
a basis for tise dissemination ai .ew thougisis,
wuuid be ample for tiseir maintainance. Missian-
ani o1 tise Cross mutst adapt themscîves la circuni-
Stances, adhering always ta tise sarne grcat pria-
ciples ni simplirity, of trust, absence ai ail self-
seekiag anri pride, of complete devotion to Jesus
and tise gospel.

Directions as ta Their Stay in Any Place.-
Inta wriaI city or lova ye shaîl enter, inquire visa
in it is warthy, Act xvi. 15. Lydia's conduct in
inviting Paul ta abide vush ber, la an illustration
ia point. They were not tu lodge vits any visose
character vias unhecaming tiscir profession. Anri
tiseir abide ; they ivere not ta viasie tistir workiag
limie in seekîng accommodation for tisemselves.

Wanîrhy sand Uaworthp Homes-A worthy bouse-
holcl aas on- derout, weil-cflrpostd ta them and
liseir message. Ia Christian landis anme bouses
are wortby, some are flot. Tise usual salutation
vas " Peace bc unta you. Like some people their
presence in a house irouir be a benedictan. If
tht houre iras ot worthy, their peace vas to te-
tun ta them, ihat is, bc as if tht vords hàd flot
been spoken.

Coasequeuce of Rejecting Chrasrs Messen-
gens. They were but plain mea, sari some woulri
reject Lbem as tbey did Christ. If wilt bc more
talezabie in tise day ai judRgmeur for iekeri
Sodom or Gomorrai tisan fit tisat caty. These-
citits hadl sînncd against mucs less ligisi. Tht
greater tise IFghit sand privilege ai anyane, tise
strerer. tht ju runent for mefinig or abusing Ltm.,
Tisey vert a., sieep, as isarmicas and defr.acees,,
in tise midi? o? wolrcs cruel. blçodtirty mea,
they vitre, thercinre, ta be vise as serpents, huam-

. lrsas tiaves. rhey vitre ta be prudent in tise
lccoggaiun ut d.Lwgcl, and LU the choice of means
fa' opposinf or escapiag it. They vtcre ýta be
irise, gui! esand sincere in sil-tiseir coaduct,

a.'uhtie vilcisssuld aivisys mark the servants
ai Christ.


