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T O old men, edify temn and make temn in-
creasingly useful is a mucb better test of aminister's ability and efficiency than merely to draw

tbem.

SQPURGEON is reported to ave said in one ofhj is latest sermons that be bad been lookingin vain for any such command in the Bible as" Groan in the Lord alway, and again I say groan."Groaning and bewailing and lamenting neyer dideitber the Cburcb or the world mucb good.

N4RS. GLADSTONE is writing a series ofMV papers in an American ladies' journal onthe early training and borne culture of children. Thesubject is no doubt important, but we quite agreewith a writer who says that the talentedi wife of thegreat statesman would do more good if she wrotesometbing on keeping busbands young at eighty-
three.

JN an admirable article on the death of Dr. CairnsIthe I3ritishi Weekly says :
He was an eminent exampie of the truth that the man whomost devotedly loves and serves bis own denomination is theman wbo is most likely to care for that wider Church of wbicbChrist us centre and root.

There are few topics on wbicb more unmitigatednonsense is taîkeci than on denominationaîism. Theman wbo runs around among tbe Churches and sput-ters about wbat be calîs brotberly love and unionsentiment is supposed by some not particuîarîy sen-sible people to be a broad-minded, useful kind ofman, wvhile the man wbo works quietîy in bis ownCburcb is suspected of being narrow and of little ac-count. Ninety-nine times in a bundred the exactreverse is the trutb. The man wbo does most forbis own denomination, generally speaking, does mostfor the Churcb universal. Tbe man wbo works bardat borne bas no time to distribute bimself among althe congregations and societies in the community.

HE Home Mission Committee at its meetingT last week comunjssioned a small army of sudents and others to go to all parts of the country andpreach the Gospel as we Presbyterians understand it.The big battalions, of course, were sent tci the North-West. The Cburcb sbould be profoundly thankful forits Home Mission field and show its gratitude by giv-ing the $8 o,ooo needed by the Committee. There isnot a more prornising Home Mission field in theworld than that given to the Presbyterian Church inCanada. 0f course it is large. Does anybody wantthe Church to try how littie Home Mission work itcan -do? Certainly a large sum of lfoney will beneeded. The more the better for tbe field and thosewho give the money. Lt is greatly to be regrettedthat there is such a deficit in the Augmentation
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Fund as to suggest a probable reduction in salariesalready too small. This was a serious step, butwbat could the committee do? The Church basneyer taken hold of this Fund in the West as itsbould bave done. Just wby we cannot say, butperbaps the present crisis may lead to improvement.Wben tbings corne to their worst tbey generally be-gin to mend.

Tf HE dispute between Great Britain and theIUnited States about seal killing in BehringSea bas been settled, or iather referred to arbitrationfor settlement, damages.against the losing party tobe assessed by the arbitrators. One more irritatingquestion is tbus put out of the way, and all right-minded citizens are tbankful. One cannot belpwondering bow long the Motber Country will en-dure these Canadian disputes. Any other nationunder beaven would bave told us long ago to keepout of trouble or shift for ourselves. The disputeabout fisb in tbe Atlantic is followed by anotherabout seal in the Pacific and by a tariff quarrel withNewfoundîand. Ail the wbile we levy a duty onBritish goods and dlaim protection frorn an arrnyand navy that costs the British taxpayer millionsbut costs us notbing. It may not be our fault ; itmay flot be anyone's fault; the difficulties may ne-cessarily arise out of our peculiar situation, but signsare not wanting that the British taxpayer is becom-ing a littie 'restive. Small wonder if be is. Howcan Britisb manufacturers, wbose products we tax,be expected to beip to maintain an army and navyto defend us. The very least we sbould do is to tryto ]ive at peace and flot worry John Bull too much.

D RESBYTERIANS througbout the DominionIwill learn witb deep regret that the last rep-resentative of the historic Burns family is about toleave Canada to spend, we believe, the evening ofbis days in the old land wbere the family name basfor generations been a bousebold word in Presby-terian circles. Dr. R. F. Burns will leave behindbim tbousands of friends when he sails fromn Hali-fax in a few days, but it may be said with perfectsafety that be will not leave one enerny. A moregenerous, kindly man neyer stood on Canadian soitnor preacbed in a Canadian pulpit. He bas seenmany changes in the Church of bis birtb and choicesince be began his ministry in Kingston as a merelad nearly baîf a century ago, and bas done not alittle in many ways to promote the interests ofPresbyterianism in Canada. A ready writer, a cap-ital speaker, and one of the most kindly pastorsthat ever entered a family, Dr. Buins was always acentral figure in any circle in wbicb be ever moved.He was a suprernely good-natured man, and, like allmen of that kind, bad bostsof friends wbereverbe went.Followed to the Fatberland be will be by the bestwisbes and prayers of bundreds of Canadian Prts-byterians, and in these none join more heartily thanTIIE CANADA PRESBYTEIýIAN. Adieu, old friend.May the smell of your native beather greatlylengthen your lease of life, and rnay your last daysbe your best.

N another page will be found an important
0communication regardinz the AugmentationFund from the pen of Rev. Dr. Cochrane. The fol-lowing in substance bas just been received fromRev D_ . ac one% wYc p eInn s me en

Mvem bers of Uommittee bave -undrantris
varjous sumis in their respective Presbyteries overand above the congregational contributions, in orderto make up this .amount. The ministers of Aug-mented charges are waiting for their grants due 3 1 stMarch,until the contributions corne in. Will congrega-tional treasurers be good enough to make their re-turns to Dr. Reid at once? And will members ofCommittee forward without detay to D. J. Macdon-
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neli the amounts which they h v ev erly u dtaken to raise ?- hv ?erlyudr

T 1-IHlate Dr. Cook was a gentleman by nature.I. s fine physique, his agreeable manner, biskindly heart and pleasant address would have puthim easily in the front rank in any company. Hewas a born leader of men, and when he came intothe Union in 1875 he was unanimously given firstplace. L ike many old country ministers he hadthe literary instinct in a marked degree and greatlyenjoyed a good speech or a good article. In theAssemblies that followed Union he and his neigh-bour Dr. Jenkins seemed to consider it part of theirduty as leaders in the new Church to encourageYoung men of promise to corne orward and take amore active part in Assembly work. Unlike toomany who try to pose as leaders in Church Courts,Dr. Cook always took pleasure in seeing Youngmen of ability corne to the front. Probably heneyer listened to a fairly good speech from a Youngmember without congratulating him on his effortand encouraging him to try again. And Dr. Cook,be it remembered, could congratulate anyo4e with-out being patronizing, By bis death the Churchloses one of ber few distinctly representative mhen.Had bis lot been cast in almost any communitybut Quebec his influence might have been greater,but even the surroundings of an old Catholic citydid not prevent him from being one of the mostinfluential Preshyters of the Dominion. Someone applied the other day Carlyle's famous sayingon the death of Dr. Chalmers to the death of Dr.Cairns-.-" No such Christian priest is now left."With equal truth the same may be said of Dr. Cook
-'No such Christian priest is now left."

PRINCIPAL COOK, D.D, LL.D.

T-HOUGH- death is an ever constant presence inT this world, yetsince the present year has egun tcoreth ubro hs occupying po-sitions of eminence and usefulness who have beencalled away is remarkable. In the humblest walksof life there*are many who are sorrowing for theloss of loved ones, and the stateliest homes havebeen draped in mourning for some on wbom thebopes of nations were set. Men who have stood inthe foremost ranks of the Christian ministry haveended their course and entered into rest, and nowthe Presbyterian Churcb in Canada is called u ponto mourn the departure of one who for over haif acentury bas been looked up to with affectionate es-teem for bis personal qualities, eminent abilitiesand the services he has been enabled to render tothe cause of evangelical Christianity in the Domin-ion of Canada. On the afternoon of Thursday lastthe Rev. John Cook, D.D., LL.D., emeritus p astorof St. Andrews, Quebec, and Principal of MorrinCollege in that city, entered into bis rest in theeighty-seventb year of his age and in the fifty-seventb of bis ministry.
In an extended and warmly appreciative articlewhich appeared in the Quebec Morning Ci roniclethe da:p following bis death the writer says:

It was in 1883 that the subject of this hurried sketch ire-tired from the pastorate of St. Andrews Church, and wassucceeded by the present incumbent, the Rev. A. T. Love,who was witb him together witb the members of bis familyat the time of bis death,five o'clock Thursday afternoon.The reverend gentleman maintained bis wonted vigour,-his,intellectual activity, up to the very last. He bad sat up inbed five minutes before drawing his last brath. Trewere

.Jt. A'-ndrews, Quebec, is from the pen of b.Rbert Campbell, of Montreal, and as the main facts inthe biograpby of the deceased are there clearly pre-sented we cannot do better than select a few para-graphs from that interesting and comprebensivepresentation of the life and work of one whosernemory will long be cherished witb affectionateesteem by many throughout -the Dominion of Can-
ada:


