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T'licrc is power ini sucli a cangregation, but it is dnr.
niant an ntiq0nnscquctly iifertive. One' or two
encergctic Chîristian men rnay by their counisel anîd
c.\amplc inspire atliers, but the indifférence ai the
nany grcatly liamrpers tîteir efforts.

Tiiere is at prescrit a iost licalthful tendency
rnillcsting itqelf in thec Churchi. There is an evid-

ont dc-sire ta rail forth the personal service of ail
coincctedl witlî thîccngregations. Systematic en-
deavnur is begiinisg ta tell ; a lhealthful activity is
the restitt. Tie very bcst possible mctlîods for en-
listing lin practical Christian servicr the mcmbcrshIipl
of the chutrclies sna), nat yet have been found, but al
tentative efforts si% this direction are descrving af the
illcst encouragement. ïMistakes ivill occasionally

bc mnade; such iniithe circunistances -arc inevitable, yct
i the efflort La clicit the latent Chiristian activity ai
the ofubesipa a Chîurcli there is hopc tlîat a
lie:thy anid berîericeîît spirit iill pcrvade the entire
congregation. Tlc arc dangers no doubt, but
therc ik no ife, uaL even spiritual, 'ithout danger.
IÇ wu %wouhd geLtac a condition ai things in which
there îvould bo lia jealousies, ino undue striving
aller distinctionis, no ambition ta, excel, it can anly
ho in the graveyard. The Church is promiseti wis-
dois to direct it anîd guide its mnovemcents. There ks
in mnost congregations a spirit of abnegatioîî and
rorbearanice suficicnt to nîaJ-e due alloîvance for
z'e:l and ticixp)ericn.':c. The fervour andi activity
with îvhich imiperfections arc usually accompanied,
ini most cases more tlîan compensatc for qualities
tha dfo îlot always prescrit Hic most attractive as-
pect. It lias ta bc rememberedth lat ail Christians,
noL mîîrcly respoîîsiblc frice-bearers, arc calîcti ta
be î%itsicq-seq for Chirist, and if tlîis living testimony
is ta bc nîanifésted by the entîre meînbcrship of a
cangregation, cach niîust rcaliz.c the individual te-
'poisibility. Those inetlîods, tlierefore, that best
liclp ta briîig forward thec diffidcnt and encourage
tiien iii the iorirs,ai Christian work for wliich
thecy arc best fitted.ti t engage, and ta place a
gette checck on tîtose w-li arc disposcd ta mono-
polize andi undertake more ini the îvay ai work
than thcy cari well accomplishi.

Wlile there is muchl reasoli for profounti grati-
tude to thc great King and lead ai the Church
disclose-(lini Lhe cîcouraging andI satisiactory re-
port-, which have gecralhy been prcsenteti at the

iul cangrcgation:îl meetings, there aught ta bc,
-donîg %ith dt etlîankfuiliiss an earncst resolve for
furtlier conisecration, marc devoted andi cnergctic
efforts for advaîîcement in spirituial hcalth and i 11e.
1 t shiould bc the aitu ai cvery Christian workcr, cvery
Chiristiani believer, ta inakze the ncîv year ai church
lufe finler, riclier, more gencrous and Christ-like tliaii
ever before.

THE BEST DA Y 0F TRE WLEZ.

FRONI extreine and whimsical, not 'a say
j'tupestitious înotions tof Sabbath kecping

whlich wierc prevalcut gencrations ago there was a
greal. recoil. It imay bc that in sever-1 -luarters there
is a, disposition ta, carry out the h jisaic rather

thani the ('lristian sqpirit oif Sabbath observance, but
the swing froin that lîaq gone in a much more
dangerous direction. There have been steady
andi systeuîatic efforts ta, make the secular spirit sub-
mierge thec sacreti day af rest. The eager desire for
gini at al lîazardt lias donc much ta, make Sabbath
desecration a sati rcality, adding its bif!crness ta the
hîcavy buttions that naw press an toiling humanity.
In addition ta vlat, with some show of reason,
fiîîds slilter under the plea ai works ai necessity and
Illrcy, îîîucli that can finti no such justification
hypocritically urges the plea. Thus it cames that on
the Continent ai Europe, workmen are ta be founid
plying tlîeir ordinary handicratts, and are thus re-
duceci ta a conîdition ai virtual slavery. What the
Creator- af maïi, and the Lord ai the Sabbath de-
signict for i- thliglîest benefit ai mankind is snatcheti
by iiierciless gi-ced iromn overburdened toilers. Human
law in its îveakness and incapacity may fail ta,
harlionize wittlie divine laîv that enacts the perman-
ent anti uîiversal obligation ai the sacreti day ai
rest, but noa divine law can bc violateti îith impunity,
and those who sa transgrcss will finti that a day ai
rcckoning cornes.

in die Unitedi States, the same disregard ai the
Sabbatli is only tao painfully seen. In certain quar-
ters ai ail the large cities, numerous shops, where ail
kinds ai wares are solti, are ta bc founti open, and
buyiîîg and sclîîg procced just the same as on other
days of the îvccki Here in Canada the evii has
not yet obtaincti such flagrant dimensions, but
there arc indications that, with a ittle encourage-
ment, people are ta be faund who wauld will-
iiîglyy eough indulge in trading an the Sabbath
day.- The encroaciments that have ta- be
itcadily resis 'ctd arc the opening ai post affices,
andi the transit ai vessels throug4i Uhe canals

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

dutdng the seaqon of navigation and Sunday railway
traffic. Ilithcerto, happily, the Iricnds af the Sab-
bath have been alert and criergetic in thecir protcsts
against ail attcmpts to infringc on the hours that
oughit ta bc dcvotcd ta bettcr things. The attempts
Iast seasonto introduce Sundaylabour on thc Welland
canal led ta vigarous and cnîphatic nisures on the
part of the Christiin people in its immcdiate vicinity
-thc Prcsbyterian ministcrs, as in duty bound,
ainong the rest. The Prcsbytery of Hamilton put
thiemsclves fully and firmly on record as bcing en-
tirely opposcd ta this specific violation af the divine
command. Other Iresbytcrics and associations toak
the matter up, and their rernstrances have, if not
crntirely suicccssful as yet, placed the parties respon-
sible for the reccnt changes on the W'elland canal in
ail apologetic attitude. t ik ta bc hopcd that ail
îvarks undcr the governlmcnt contrai vll bc sa con-
ductcd tîxat peoplceivill not have it in thecir power ta
plead the example af aur law makers as a justifica-
tion for their disohcdiecc ai the Iawv ai God.

Aniotlhcr foc of the Christian Sabbath is the Sun-
diy newsp)aper. l'he only ostensible pîca for ils ex-
istence is that there is a public dcmand for it. The
real renson for it is sirnply that it pays. Trhc Suîî-
day ncvspapecr, like ail ncespapers, differs widcly in
quality, but tnkc jr at its very best it is anly a
resunie af the day's ilcws, ileitlier bctter nior ivarse
than ks served up ail the îveek. There is in thc best
papers moare matter ai a distinctly lîtcrary quality,
but wauld rising from a perusal ofaily ai the Sunday
marning journals bc tic bcst possible preparation
for Uhc calm and elevating worship ai the sanctuary?
Thc most charitable friend and defender oi the Sun-
day newspapcr could sc.arcdly venture ta clairn that
it ks a ineans of grace. Even in London Uhc leading
newspapcrs have hithierto, respectcd the Sabbath and
have refrained fram issuing Sunday editians cxccpt
an rare and cxciting occasions. Nowv Uhc owner of
thc New York I-etaid, ini addition ta a Paris issue ai
his enterprising slieet, lias entcre(l Lca.dan îith a
Sunday editian. It spcaks wcll far the public senti-
ment ai thc British imetropolis, tlîat vigorous pratests
have been entercd against this uncallcd for innova-
tion. Little vili J. Gordon Bennett care for opposi-
tion of this kind. If he finds that it will pay it will
continue~ to appear; if it faiIs ta receive remuncratîve
support it will bc withdrawvn. Should it meet with
a measure of success it is not improbable that other
journalists ivill enter the field and tîus anotiier ivill
be adided ta tlhe too numerous influences tlîat make
far the desecratian ai anc af God's bcst boons ta,
man. It is encouraging ta observe that the better
elements in tic United States and elsewlîerc are
speaking out in clear and cimphatic tonles against an
evil that cannot faaU, in time, i t continues ta have a
disintegrating effect an social wel-bcing. A cam-
munity iithaut a Sabbath cannot possibly continue
prosperaus and happy. If tic sait have last its sav-
aur, whercwith shall it be salted?

Without anything approaclîîng a self-righiteous
feeling, it can trutlîiully bc asscrted that Canada as
yet respects the Sabbath. The day is wvell observed
in the cities, taîvns and villages of Ontario. This,
hoîvever, is no reason wîy ive slîould rest in fancied
security that this preciauis heritage ill bc preserved
inviolable unless tliire is constant îvatchfulness. Dur-
ing the summer season it is the plcasure-seeking
spirit that cornes aut in mast abviaus antaganism ta
the special purpose and haly duties af the day. Just
as it is anc ai heavens best blcssings ta the children
af men should it bc the more lîighly prized and its
privileges most sacredly guardcd. A well.kept Sab-
bath is a joy in itself, and the best possible prepara-
tian for the joys, the sorroîvs and the toils af thc
week. Ta the Chîristian hcart it is the earnest and
the faretaste ai the rest that remaincth for the people
af God.
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Testament Supplenient. Editcd by William R.
Harper, Ph. D., prafessar in Yale University. (New
H-aven, Conn.)-The February number ai this
monthly, sa highly prized by Bibrical scholars, has a
variety of interesting papers.

CIILOE LANK raN; or, Light Beyond the Clouds.
]3y Harriet G. Atwell. A tory of Real Life. Newv
and Revised Editian. (Philadelphia: The Arnerican
Sunday-school Union). Sufering patiently borne
îvjth cheerful resignation is a touching and impressive
sight. This littie book, which in ils ariginal formi
ivas published -about thirty years agO, has been re-
vised and enlarged and sent forth on its mission ta
instruct and charm a new. generatian of-readers.

SUGGESTIVE TEACHINGý OUTLINES for Workers'
Training Classés. By John,. I-I lliott. (Chicago :
W. W. VanarÉdale). This book ccntains a course

ai thirty-nini c lsbots, ta cai.er a pcriod afi îiîî
months' study. Lach lesson is divîicti into tlirec
sections, as follows : 'Gencral tlîcmc. The Word of
Goti, (a> Facts about it : (b) Trutlîs tauglît inii i.
(c) Mlethis ai Using it. Tlhc book is siot intecdcd
ta bc exhaustive but ratiier suggestive, andti vile iL
covers a large range ai subjects, ail ai tlim are ai a
practical character, and are such as evcry Clîrîstian
îvorker slîould be familiar îvith. Tlîe latest andi
bcst book, publishiet for Bible and \\ork-crs' Training
Classes.

TiuE Poi'ULA1U SONG COLLECTiON. (Boston:
Oliver l)itson & CoJ-A vcry cliaice collection ai
vacal music for the public lias just been issîîed,
tinder thc titie ofitle " Papular Sang Collection." It
is a large book, slîcct music size, beautîfully printeti
andi bounti, anti cantains [44 pages ai careiully
selecteti sangs by Tasti, Marziails, Cellier, Aýloir,
jacobowski, MNattci, Baoth, Osgod, Adamns, Temple,
Watson, andi many otiiers. Tîtose wîlîo desire a
good book ai sangs that are abavc the ardinary, or
'trasiy " sort, andi yct îot diflicult, ivill bc pleaseti

with tlîis book. Ail of tlhe sangs have pianio
accompaniment

POaPULAR PIANG COILLTIuN. (Boston. Oli-
ver Ditson & Ca,)--A splendidi collection of good
piano music, in anc large book, shecet music sîze,
fnely printcd anti bouind, anti cntitled thc"«'I>aptilar-
Piano Collection," lias just beci publislicd, and %vil],
witliaut doubt,flîîd a ready welcurme among ail who
admire music tlîat is above the ordinary, and yct nat
tao difficult for tlîe yourig player. The cliaice
piano pieces in this ncw~ book arc by tlîc w'ell-knlowni
camposers, Bohim, Iklir, Arditi, \Vilon, 1\Iack, Sudds,
King, HoIafman, Eilenberg, ILange, Popp, Gocrdeler,
Smith anti otliers, aîîd have beeti carziiully selected,
with the view of satifyir6g the t ,stes and meeting
tie requirements of ord inary pcrforîners on tlîc pianoa.
The - Popular Piano Cýolection " is vcry reasonable
in price.

VITAL QUESTIONs. Tlîe Discussionîs ai the
General Christian c.oîferciice, lîcîti inii ontreal,
Q ucbec, Canada, October 22-25, 1 888, under tic
auspices anti direction ai the Mýontrea1 1Bratnci uf the
Evangelical Alliance. (Mýontreal. William brysdalc
& Co.)-This is a volume ai very great value. It
affards ail who desire it the apportunity of reading
the principal atidresses ticlivereti and the papers rcad
at the recent Evangelical Conference, lield at Mon-
treal last faîl. Tlhc subjects arc ail of tiemii vell
described inl the title ai the volume, Vital Quiestions,
anti their study, as lîcre presentcd, iilbc found
helpful ta ail îvho are interesteti in the moral anti
spiritual progrcss ai the ime. If those who have
placeti this work within tlhe reach uf the. people nicet
with the encouragement they deserve, Uic book ivill
have a vcry large circulation.

ÈBICAL ANTIQUITIES. A 1-anti Jook, for use
in Seminaries, Sabbathî-sciîools, Familles andi by al
students ai the Bible. By Cone Bissell, D.D., Pi>o-
fessor in Ilartford Theolagical Seminary. Witli
numeraus illustrations and tables. (Philadelplîia:
The Anierican Sunday-school Union). The purpose
anti design ai this valuable and lîandy volumie may
best be learneti ironithc fllowing sentences accur-
ring in tlîe aîîttor's preface: Thie ativantages ai a
knowletige ai their antiquities ta a studeni. ai the
Scriptures cannat be over-rated. It sceems ta place
him in the positian ai one î',ha liveti in the times
when thcy flrst appeareti ant ini the landis wlic they
were actually written. My aim hbas been ta present
the principal facts aifliblical antiquities in tie strict
sense, together witlî some ai thîeir religiaus bearings,
and ta show their time, place and significance in tue
plan anti history of redemption. The book lias been
prepareti for popular use.

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND PEOPLE.
(New York: E. B. « Treat & Co.-Thc February
number has sermons anti articles by flrst-class men,
wvhic1i do credit ta their authors. Thcy are ail char-
acterizedby strang tlîinking, ferviti spirituality anti
an intense desire ta, do gooti. How 'îplifting anti
anti stimulating this magazine must be ta ail
its readers! An excellent portrait ai Dr. Herrick
J olînson, ai McCarmick -Thieological Seminary,
Chicago. is the frontispiece, anti bis bolti, trenchant,
paWerful discourse an " The Perfect Book-," is a fit-
tinlg introductory sermon. Views af the Seminary
are also given, with a bni historical sketch, and a
biagraphical outline ai Professor Jahinson. Presi-
dent Darling's sermon an i"Credulity in Science
Compareti with Credulity in Religion "is a clear
exhibition ai sceptical inconsisteîîcies. Professor
Scrimger's sermon on " Thie Sang ai the Sward "
is noteti for its ariginal anti beautiful anti evangeli-
cal treatment. "The Prize essay" on 'J esus
Christ, Our Nation's Ruler," for wvhich $ioa vas
aivardeti, iill be-reati îvith profit. Leading Thoughts
ai Sermons anti ather useful anti varieti contents
ruake up an- excellent number.


