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There is power in such a congregation, but it is dor-
mant and consequently ineffective. One or two
energetic Christian men may by their counsel and
example inspire others, but the indifference of the
many greatly hampers their efforts,

There is at present a most healthful tendency
manifesting itself in the Church. There is an evid-
ent desire to call forth the personal service of all
connected with the congregations. Systematic cn-
deavour is beginning totell ; a healthful activity is
the result,  The very best possible methods for cn-
listing in practical Christian service the membership
of the churches may not yet have been found, but all
tentative eflorts in this direction are deserving of the
fullest encouragement.  Mistakes will occasionally
be made; such in the circumstances are inevitable, yet
in the cffort to clicit the latent Christian activity of
the membership of a Church there is hope that a
healthy and  beneficent spirit will pervade the entire
congregation.  There are dangers no doubt, but
there is no life, not even spiritual, without danger.
If we would pet to a condition of things in which
there would be no jealousics, no undue striving
alter distinctions, no ambition to excel, it can only
be in the graveyard.  The Church is promised wis-
dom to direct it and guide its movements. There is
in most congregations a spirit of abnegation and
forbearance sufficient to make duc allowance for
zcal and inexperience.  The fervour and activity
with which imperfections are usually accompanied,
in most cases more than compensate for qualities
that do not always present the most attractive as-
pect. It has to be remembered that all Christians,
not merely responsible office-bearers, are called to
be withesses for Christ, and if this living testimony
is to be manifested by the entire membership of a
congregration, cach must realize the individual re-
sponsibility., Those methods, therefore, that best
help to bring forward the diffident and encourage
them in the forms of Christian work for which
they e best fitted to cngage, and to place a
gentle cheek on those who are disposed to mono-
polize and undertake more in the way of work
than they can well accomplish.

While there is much reason for profound grati-
tude to the great King and Head of the Church
disclosed in the encouraging and satisfactory re-
ports which have generally been presented at the
annual congregational meetings, there ought to be,
along with the thankfulness an carnest resolve for
further consccration, more devoted and cnergetic
cflorts for advancement in spiritual health and life.
1t should be the aim of every Christian worker, cvery
Christian belicver, to make the new year of church
life fuller, richer, more gencrous and Christ-like than
ever before.

THE BEST DAY OF THE WEEK.

ROM extreme and whimsical, not ‘o say
superstitious  notions of Sabbath keeping
which were prevalent generations ago there was a
great recoil. It may be that in sever=! quarters there
was a disposition to carry out the * tarisaic rather
than the Christian spirit of Sabbath observance, but
the swing from that has gone ina much more
dangerous direction.  There have been steady
and systematic efforts to make the secular spirit sub-
merge the sacred day of rest. The eager desire for
gain at all hazards has done much to make Sabbath
desceration a sad reality, adding its bitterness to the
heavy burdens that now press on toiling humanity.
In addition to what, with some show of reason,
finds shelter under the plea of works of necessity and
mercy, much that can find no such justification
‘hypocritically urges the plea. Thus it comes that on
the continent of Europe, workmen are to be found
plying their ordinary handicraits, and are thus re-
duced to a condition of virtuval slavery. What the
Creator of man, and the Lord of the Sabbath de-
signed for the highest benefit of mankind is snatched
by merciless greed from overburdened toilers. Human
law in its weakness and incapacity may fail to
harmonize withthe divine law that enacts the perman-
ent and universal obligation of the sacred day of
rest, but no divine law can be violated with impunity,
and those who so transgress will find that a day of
reckoning comes.

In the United States, the same disregard of the
Sabbath is only too painfully seen. In certain quar-
ters of all the large cities, numerous shops, where all
kinds of wares are sold, arc to be found open, and
buying and selling proceed just the same ason other
days of the wecki Here in Canada the evil has
not yet obtained such flagrant dimensions, but
there are indications that, with a little encourage-
ment, people are to be found who would will-
ingly cnough indulge in trading on the Sabbath
day. The encroachments that have to. be
steadily resisted are the opéning of post offices,
and the transit of vessels through the canals
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during the season of navigation and Sunday railway

traffic. Hitherto, happily, the triends of the Sab-
bath have been alert and energetic in their protests
against all attempts to infringe on the hours that
ought to be devoted to better things. The attempts
last seasonto introduce Sundaylabour on the Welland
canal led to vigorous and emphatic mcasures on the
part of the Christian people in its immediate vicinity
—the Presbyterian  ministers, as in  duty bound,
among the rest. The Presbytery of Hamilton put
themsclves fully and firmly on record as being en-
tircly opposed to this specific violation of the divine
command. Other Presbyteries and associations took
the matter up, and their remonstrances have, if not
entirely successful as yet, placed the partics respon-
sible for the recent changes on the Welland canal in
an apologetic attitude. Itis to be hoped that all
works under the government control will be so con-
ducted that people will not have it in their power to
plead the example of our law makers as a justifica-
tion for their disobedience of the law of God.

Another foc of the Christian Sabbath is the Sun-
day newspaper. The only ostensible plea for its ex-
istence is that there is a public demand for it. The
real reason for it is simply that it pays. The Sun-
day newspaper, like all newspapers, differs widely in
quality, but take it at its very best it is only a
resume of the day’s news, neither better nor worse
than is served up all the week. There is in the best
papers morae matter of a distinctly literary quality,
but would rising from a perusal of any of the Sunday
morning journals be the best possible preparation
for the calm and clevating worship of the sanctuary?
The most charitable friend and defender of the Sun-
day ncwspaper could scarcely venture to claim that
itis a means of grace. liven in London theleading
newspapers have hitherto respected the Sabbath and
have refrained from issuing Sunday editions except
on rar¢ and exciting occasions. Now the owner of
the New York Herald, in addition to a Paris issue of
his enterprising sheet, has entered Lo, don with a
Sunday edition. It spcaks well for the public senti-
ment of the British metropolis, that vigorous protests
have been entered against this uncalled for innova-
tion. Little will J. Gordon Bennett care for opposi-
tion of this kind. If he finds that it will pay it will
continug to appear ; if it fails to reccive remunerative
support it will be withdrawn., Should 1t meet with
a measure of success it is not improbable that other
journalists will enter the ficld and thus another will
be added to the too numerous influences that make
for the desecration of one of God's best boons to
man. It is encouraging to observe that the better
elements in the United States and elsewhere are
speaking out in clear and emphatic tones against an
evil that cannot fail, in time, 1f 1t continues to havea
disintegrating effect on social well-being. A com-
munity without a Sabbath cannot possibly continue
prosperous and happy. If the salt have lost its sav-
our, wherewith shall it be salted ?

Without anything approaching a self-rightcous
feeling, it can truthfully be asserted that Canada as
yet respects the Sabbath. The day is well observed
in the cities, towns and villages of Ontario. This,
however, is no reason why we should rest in fancied
security that this precious heritage will be preserved
inviolable unless there is constant watchfulness. Dur-
ing the summer season it is the plcasure-secking
spirit that comes out in most obvious antagonism to
the special purpose and holy dutics of the day. Just
as it is onec of heaven's best blessings to the children
of men should it be the more highly prized and its
privileges most sacredly guarded. A well-kept Sab-
bath is a joy in itself, and the best possible prepara-
tion for the joys, the sorrows and the toils of the
week. To the Christian heart it is the earnest and
the foretaste of the rest that remaineth for the people
of God. .
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Books and (n)agasineé_:

THE OLD TESTAMENT STUDENT. With New
Testament Supplement. Edited by William R.
Harper, Ph. D,, professor in Yale University. (New
Haven, Conn)—The February number of this
monthly, so highly prized by Biblical scholars, has a
variety of interesting papers.

CHLOE LANKTION ; or, Light Beyond the Clouds.
By Harriet G. Atwell. A Story of Real Life. New
and Revised Edition. (Philadelphia: The American
Sunday-school Union). Suffering patiently borne
with cheerful resignation is a touching and impressive
sight. This little book, which in its original form
was published -about thirty years ago, has been re-
vised and enlarged and sent forth on its mission to
instruct and charm a new generation of readers.

SUGGESTIVE TEACHING OUTLINES for Workers'
Training Classés. By John. H. Elliott. (Chicago :
W, W. Vanarsdale). This book contains 2 course
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of thirty-ninc lessons, to cover a period of nine
months’ study. Iiach lesson is divided into three
scctions, as follows : “General theme.,  The Word of
God, (a) Facts about it: (b) Truths taught in it :
(c) Methods of Using it.  The book is not intended
to be cxhaustive but rather suggestive, and while it
covers a large range of subjects, all of them arcof a
practical character, and are such as every Christian
worker should be familiar with, The latest and
best book published for Bible and Workers' Training
Classes,

Tur PorutArR SoNG CoLLECTION. (Boston:
Oliver Ditson & Co.)—A very choice collection of
vocal music for the public has just been issued,
under the title of the * Popular Song Collection.” 1t
is a large book, sheet music size, beautifully printed
and bound, and contains 144 pages of carcfully
selected songs by Tosti, Marzials, Cellier, Moir,
Jacobowski, Mattei, Booth, Osgond, Adams, Temple,
Watson, and many others. Those who desire a
good book of songs that are above the ordinary, or
“trashy " sort, and yet not difficult, will be pleased
with this book. All of the songs have piano
accompaniment )

PortvrLar PlaNo CoLLECTIUN. (Boston: Oli-
ver Ditson & Co.)-—A splendid collection of good
piano music, in one large book, sheet music size,
fincly printed and bound, and cntitled the “ Popular
Piano Collection,” has just been published, and will,
without doubt,find a ready welcome among all who
admire music that is above the ordinary, and yct not
too difficult for the young player. The choice
piano pieces in this new book are by the well-known
composcrs, Bohm, Behr, Arditi, Wilon, Mack, Sudds,
King, Hoffman, Eilenbery, Lange, Popp, Goerdcler,
Smith and others, and have been carafully selected,
with the view of satisfying the t.stes and meeting
the requirements of ordinary performers on the piano.
The * Popular Piano Collection " is very rcasonable
in price.

ViTaL QUESTIONS. The Discussions of the
General Christian  Conference, held in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, October 22.25, 1888, under the
auspices and direction of the Montreal Branch of the
Evangelical Alliance. (Montreal. William Drysdale
& Co.)—This is a volume of very great value, It
affords all who desire it the opportunity of reading
the principal addresses delivered and the papers read
at the recent Evangclical Conference, held at Mon-
treal last fall. The subjects are all of them well
described in the title of the volume, Vital Questions,
and their study, as here presented, will be found
helpful to ail who are interested in the moral and
spiritual progress of the time. If those who have
placed this work within the reach of the people meet
with the encouragement they deserve,the book will
havea very large circulation,

BIBLICAL ANTIQUITIES. A Hand Book for use
in Seminaries, Sabbath-schools, Familics and by all
students of the Bible. By Cone Bissell, D.D., Pio-
fessor in HHartford Theological Scminary.  With
numerous illustrations and tables. (Philadelphia :
The American Sunday-school Union). The purpose
and design of this valuable and handy volume may
best be learned from the following sentences occur-
ring in the autbor’s preface: The advantages of a
knowledge of theiwr antiquities to a student of the
Scriptures cannot be over-rated. It seems to place
him in the position of one who lived in the times
when they first appeared and in the lands where they
were actually written. My aim has been to present
the principal facts of Biblical antiquities in the strict
sense, together with some of their religious bearings,
and to show their time, place and significance in the
plan and history of redemption. The book has been
prepared for popular use.

THE TREASURY FOR PASTOR AND PEOPLE.
(New York: E. B. Treat & Co.)—The February
number has sermons and articles by first-class men,
which do credit to their authors. They are all char-
acterized.by strong thinking, fervid spirituality and
an intense desire to do good. How plifting and
and stimulating this magazine must be to all
its readers! An excellent portrait of Dr. Herrick
Johnson, of McCormick Theological Seminary,
Chicago, is the frontispiece, and his bold, trenchant,
powerful discourse on “ The Perfect Book,” is a fit-
ting introductory sermon. Views of the Seminary
are also given, with a brief historical sketch, and a
biographical outline of Professor Johnson. Presi-
dent Darling’s sermon on “Credulity in Science
Compared with Credulity in Religion” is a clear
exhibition of sceptical inconsistencies.  Professor
Scrimger's sermon on “The Song of the Sword "
is noted for its original and beautiful and evangeli-
cal treatment. “The Prize essay” on “Jesus
Christ, Our Nation’s Ruler,” for which $100 was
awarded, will be.read with profit. Leading Thoughts
of Sermons and" other useful and varied contents
make.up an-excellent number.



