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wha give hiberally ot thesr substance to the honor of

Gend ¢ Honot the | ond wath thy substanco amd with
the Gret [nut of all thine wcrease, = shall thy bams
be nlled with plenty, and thy presses burst out with
New wine Pron 0 g, 10; also Mal 1 8, 12,
* By vo all the tithes into the storehouse that thero
m v be meat in nune house, and prove mo naw here-
with, suth the Lord of hoste; andif 1 will nnt open
the windows and pour you out & blessing that there
shall not be room enough to receive st,” ote.  Pros-
perny s thus traced by senpture to the blessing of
the lLond, and scaraty to the withholding of that
blessunyg because of unfaithfulness to His cause. In
view of this prinaple, we ask, was it wiee 1nstaeif or
accoptable to Gad, that, during the peniod of pros.
penty which for several years our land enjo) ed, many
professing ¢ hnstians eagerly sought to increase theiwr
property, or to buihd and fintsh houses 1n an expensive
stvle, chite tnoy i ey Dittle {or the cause of God,
perhiaps not more than when they had not the thard of
the means.  Had the people ncreased thew gifte to
the scrvice of Gad 1in proportion to the increaso of
their means, for the last few years, the treatury of the
Lord would have been abundantly supphed ar the
commend cment of the nnancial crims

‘the wisdom and geodness of Gixl tn the divmne
appomntment of the Chnistian aunistry, 15 generally
recogmized by Chnistians.  \When the nisen Redeemer
nscended up on high, * He gave giftsunto men .
some pattorsand teac hersfor the perfecting of saints for
the work of the mimistry, for the edifying of the hody
of Chnst.”  Believers, while listening to the expost
tion of divine truth fram their lips; or when seated at
the table of the Lord, have you not often said with
Veter, = Jt a5 good for ws to e Aere ot with Dawid,
S e ha. o loted the habstation oy thy konse.”  Now,
then, while you recognire with gratitude your obliga.
tion to your beloved Redeemer for the institution of
the Gospel Miniuny, see that you honor His appaint.
ment, by Liberally sustaining those who, according to
His ordinance, Zobor amony you n hoiv things,
Muusters who are «onsainus that they have endeavor
cd to be fahful, may make the appeal of Faul " If
we have sown unto you spiritual things, it a great
matter of we reap your carnal things?” Were 1t
nccessary for the conversion of the heathen, or the
poor and wretched, ministers might be willing pantly
to support themeelves by the labor of their hands.
But the followers of Christ, when living in peace and
affluence, cannot without incurring guilt and casting
dishonor on Christ, leave His nunisters to struggle
with poverty  And although ministers in a Chnist like
spirit of devotedness, may enduavor to sustain them
selves by secular employments, it is a great hindrance
to tiieir usefulness and efficiency in a work which re-
quires their whole time and strength- namely, the
advancement of the truth and kingdom of God on
carth, v sich even true minister of Christ has at heart
asthe chiefobjectof hislife.  If Christians disapprove
of mnisters engaging in sccular employment, then let
them enable them to * Kize by the altar,” according to
the ordinance of God. le has made special provi-
sion for the support of the ministry, equally under the
O1d and the New dispensation  On this topic, bath
Moses and Paul dwell with fullness, the Holv Spirit
thus plainly indicating that the cause of God would
have to contend against that carnal selfishness which
causes many professors to withhold from God that
which He justly claims as His portion of the increase,
which His Llessing has given.

There are many reasons why the ministers of the
gospe! should be liberally sustained - a foew of these
we will briefly specify”

{1) The sacred duty of charity to the poor is onc to
which the minister is above all others called  Acts
of kindness to the poor and the destitute may open
the hearts of many to receive from his lips the mes-
sage of mercy to the sin-sick soul, and be instrumental
in leading to the conversion of the sinner. If, on the
other hand, he is compelled to “harden his heant or
shut his hand from his poor brotker,” it inay occasion
prejudice against the message as well as the messen-
ger of God; and may thus cause a poor brother to
stumble and fall, through the want of liberality on the
part of the members of the church. —John xxix. 11.

72.) Ministers are commanded to “ wse Aospitalily
withowt grudging” Bul if they are not liberally sus-
tained, they cannol ubey this ingunction without tranp-
ling on another, namely, ' Otwe no man anything®
Indecd, this injunction of hospitality implies the duty
of liberality on the part of the people, and such liber-
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ality was shown in the early Chnatian Church, sothat
the ministers of Uhnist were enabled 1o be evamples
of genarvus hosputeltty.  But how stands the rave with
many now ?  Cften with the strictest seonomy which
accords with a sacred regand to the discharge of the
duties of their office, and meeting manfully the many
claims which that ofice emtails, they cannot pay thew
wiy, unless by neglesting <ome ol those duties en
wined m the Wond, ot expected in connedion with
their vilice,

1. Ministers must show an example of hberality i
supporting the public schemes of the Chunl,  In
contiibuting to the fuble, Musmonary, and Trot So.
vieties, the miumster has often te take the lewd. Lt
this he cannot do without having the ircans pat unsder
his control.

1. In general aintelligence, variety and exte t of
misrmation, the minister should be quabned to tabe
his place 1n the front ranke of society, in onder to
guide public opaion on all motal questtons,  This
the rotestant numster cannot do without the mcans
of keeping up an intimaie acquamtance with the cur
rent Iiterature of the day.  Hesdes, m the present
age of general reading and intelligeni e, the mmsstra-
tions of the pulpat should not tadl behind the age,
whith they must do, uniess the mnister he amply sup
phed with a chuice selection of the mam admrrable
works whielh have lately appeared on the copesateon
and tliwstration of Scnplure. At very hittle evpense
to each member, a cangrexation mas thus get the ben.
cht of many valuable works, wluch cost years of il
to the authois, and much additional labor to their vun
pastor.

5 » Mimisters should be well supplied with religions
penudicals, that they may be iformed of the great
Christian movements of the age, and not espose them.
schves to the contempt of uthers, by thew ygnorance of
the events of the day.

6, A mminister » drCss and habuts should « orrespond
with bis education and pesition, for he daidy ens oun.
ters men who are not slow to find fault with ans Jefecy
wm tdus depac, oy, and o chatge that apon penu-
ousness or /ox Aaracfer, which may be the result of
pruidence or necessity.  Some may point the finger
with scorn, and say such a munster does not dress as
a gemtleman, when it is because his people will not
cnable him to do sa,

». The travelling expenses of nunisters must be
considerable. Hesides attendunce on Church Courts,
the expenses of which should be met by the public
trcasury of each congregation, they should alse have
the means to enoy a bttle 1elaration every <ammey.
and to take an or. asional tour for health and informa
tion  The benefit of such a tour will more than repay
the necessary outlay to the people, it the renovated
health and greater freshness, and variety i the min
ister’s discourses, and the increased vigor, <onstancy
and power of his public and prmate minintrations

R} Then it Appears that 4 very large proportion of
the salary of our ministers is required to dis- harge
the duties pecubar to their office, and their personal
and family cxpenses have to be met out of the remain.
der, thus they arc often left with f1r Zess for this pur
pose than the generality of mechanics though from
their position in society requiring more  1* she
also be remembered that with the samc education,
energy and mental fabor, they could generally obtain
a wmuch larger income in other professions. At a
meeting of the Scottish Congregational Union at Abet-
deen, Dr. Alexander, of ILidinburgh, said. “1 am
ready without any beating about the bush to say that
we are all underpaid for what we do.” He then de-
scribes a conversation with a merchant of London,
during which the merchant asked him what he re
ceived as salary and then what work he and other
ministers had to do.  Dr. Alexander told him he had
to compose as much as would make two 8vo. volumes
annually, as much as a literary man, who did nothing
clse—that he had as much speaking as a lawyer in
good health—as much visiting as a surgeon in ordi
nary practice--and lastly, as much corre-pondence as
the great merchants.  “ Well,” replied the merchant,
““they may say as muchas they please about ministers
getting too much for their work, dus nene of us wonld
do kalf your swork for foxr times your pay.”

(7o 8¢ continued.)

NOTES FROM &' FOHN, N.A.

The sitc of this picturesque city was discovered in

1635. It is the commercial capital of New Brunswick,

o a———

cantains & population of about 3o0,000,and 18 situated 1n
the moeuth of the St Jobn river from which the tourist
san havo a splendud view of the 11ty and its surround.
nge.  In 1783t was separniad from Nova Seotin,
and was incorporated in 1785, at which period it tuok
a fresh siart and has grown to be one of the most
important cities in the Dominton.  There is n large
manufacturing and commereial trade carried on, but
the prancipal trade s shipping and shipbuilding.

St. John has been propetly called the Liverpool ot
Hritish North America, and there are probably more
ships built here than in any other harbor in the Domin.
wn.  In 1825 and 1837 two serivus conflagrations
vccurred, and m 1877 another fire took place which
ddestroved a vast amount of property and left the city
m ruins.  \Warchouses, churches, schools and private
dwellings all fell before the devauring elemnment, crusing
pocerty, disaster and death.  But St. John was a
wealthy, enterprising city, and merchants and others
M onre commenced to build; and to-day the traveller
will fined new sireots and blocks of buildings which
will rompare faveurably with those of Montreal,
Toronte, or Hamlton.  Probably the most noticeable
amony, the interesting things to a stranges visiting
this 1ty at presentas the large number of new churchess
which are in course of erection, and which will add
very much to the appearance of the new city, For
some unaccountable reason the churches which exist-
e hefore the nire were as regatds architectural beauty
far belhind the age. They were with one exception
frame  buildings, and whatever mught have bLeen
thought of them a century ago they were not in har.
many with the progress and spint of the present day.
Howeves, they are gone now, and their places will be
avcupied by edifices wlnch will remamn for a long
peniod as a monument of the pluck and Chrstian en.
terprise of the citizens of St John. There are at
present eleven churches in course of erection which
will be occupied respectively by the Presbyterians,
ks opahans, Methodists, Baptists, Reformned Pres.
bvienans, and Reforined LEpiscopalians.  However
wteresting 1t nught be ta your readers to notce these
churches scparately, I could not presume so far on
your spacc at present, but will content myself with
brief notues of the Presbyterian churches in whose
welfare the PREspyIERIAN takes such o hively interest,

ST. ANDREW'S CHURCH,

Thisvhurch,which is the oldest Presbytenan church
m the 'rovince, was organized in 1784 by U.E, Loy-
alists; and carly in the present century the Rev. Dr,
George Burns, brother to late Rev. Ir. Bumns of
Toronto, was settled among them as pastor.  After a
pastorate extending over some fourteen years, he was
succeeded by the Rev, Mr. Wilson.  The next minis.
ter was the Rev. Mr. Hackett, and the next the Rev.
Dr. McDonald, who was succeeded by the Rev. R. J,
Cameron who after a ministry of some six years re.
tired. The present minister is the Rev. William
Mitchell.  He was inducted in January, 1877, under
favorable auspices. A bnight future seemed before
both pastor and people, when all of a sudden in that
memorable tire their church was consumed.  But im-
mediately they commenced to busld, and in a few
tours, the day fullowing the fire, the pastor collected
subscniptions to the amount of $10,000—one man
grang §5,000, ’

THE NEW CHURCH

occupies a splendid site, and is the finest and most
expensive of the St. John churches.  The building is
of brick with stone front and is t150x78. In the rear
of the building are Sabbath school room, lecture
room, Young Men's Christian Association room, ses-
sion room, vestry and school library; with kitchen in
the bascment and suttable apartments for the janitor.
The pews are circular and each pew will be heated by
ampe. Thereis a gallery round the church which
will be lighted by stained glass windows. The church
will cost about $65,000, and is expected to be ready
for occupancy about the 1st of January, It is so far
advanced at present that the services are being held
in the school room which scems well adapted for the
purpose, and in appearance and comfornt is equal to
some churches.
THE REV. WILLIAM MITCHELL,

the pastar, preached at both services to large congre-
gatans.  The text in the evering was from John vi,
jo “And Jesus said unto them I am the bread of
of life; he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and
he that belicveth on me shall never thirst.” The
preacher set out by exposing the erroncous doctrines



