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BEY. JOSEPH CO0K ON MISSIONS.

In a prelude to a recent Boston 'lMonday Lecture"
Mr. Joseph Cook, who has recently returned from a
tour around the globe, took occasion to give hiii views
upon missions, which wo copy in a condensed forin
from the New York Independent:

There are three hundred millions of women now on
this planet who bave only the Buddhiat hope of being
born again as men ixstead of toads or snakes. There
are eighty millions of 'women in Mosletn harems.
There are uncounted millions of men and women and
children growing up in the most degraded supersti-
tions, and suffering in mi, body and estate from in-
herited pagan custoins. In the namne of more philan-
thropy and secular prudence Christian missions ought
to receive a support, immediato, abundant, perrna-
nient, unflinching.

Ail that united Protestant Christendom together
raises annually for missions would not. pay the liquor
bill of the United States for three days, nor that of
the British Islande for two. At the opening of the
century ail Protestant Christendom expended only
$250,000 annually for missions. It expenda to.day
$7,500,000 for that purpose. This is a large sum, you
think. It is a bagatelle. The dissipations of Sara-
togas and Newports and Brightons would hardly find
this sum worth mentioning in the hugeness of their
exponses for self-gratification. The Churches are
penurious toward missions. We pride ourselves on
having paid off great debtis, and on having received
some mighty legacies for missions ; but I believe we
shahl be, as Ernest Renan Faya, '"an amusing century
to, future centuries ;" and one of the thinge that will
amuse our successors on this planet will, undoubtedly,
be our unwarranted self-complacency ini this day of
smaîl things in missions. In China there is not an
ordained missionary to-day for a million people. In
the population accessible to the American Board thore
is as yet only one missionary for some 700,000
inhabitants. Modemn Christendom has thrown one
pobble into the great ocean of missionary effort, and
stands with an amused childish conceit on the shore
of history watching the wide ripplos produced by that
pobble, and supposes that it is reforming the world.
Another century will aneer at Uri for our conceit and
our penuriousness.

After a tour around the globe, during which I met
personally more than two hundrod missionaries, how
shail I summarize what to me, meditating often on
this theme iti solitude and in company, hy sea and by
land, appear to be the more important facts, exhibiting
our preàent duty towards Christian missions through-
out the world ?

In Bengal alone, out of a population of sixty-three
millions, there are, according to Dr. W. W. Hunter,
the government statistician of the Indian Empire, ten
millions who suffer hunger whenever the harvost falls
short, and thirteen millions who do not know the
feeling of a full stomach, except in the mnango season.

In populations poverty-stricken and often famished,
the American Board of Commissioners for Forelgiu
Missions, almost alone among the missicnary rnanag-
ing bodies of the werld, is insisting on large or com-
plote self-support by the native churches.

In Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Canton, Fuhchau,
Shanghai, Kobe, Kioto, Tokio and Yokohama, ton
representative cihies of Asia, it waa my fortune to put
to large gatherings of missionaries of ail denominations
and nationalities a serios of qttestloas on the religious
condition of India, China and Japan, and, among
thom, this enquiry : " Ought native Christians to be
encouraged and instructed to give a tenth of thoir la-
come to the support of their churches 1?" With not,
hall a dozen exceptions in at least a hundrod cases,
missionaries outaide the field of the American Board.
replied, "'No, not yet ;" but missionarieis inside the
fild of the American Board said, "Yes§," and se did.

turned the feeling of the company in favour of the
American plan. I had a similar experienco in many a
city, and I found the converti, especially the mont in-
telligent of them, quite as emphatic in dofending this
system of self-support as the missionaries of the Amer-
ican Board themelves.

ln Japan the middle classes of thre population have
been reached to a coasidemable extent by Christian
missions, and not a few native churches are already
self-supporting. The same is measurably true in nome
of thre older missions of Southern India, Egypt, and
Asia Minor.

It is an amazing circumâtance that, in 1881, the
1,200 chumch members belonging to, the missions of thre
United Presbyterian Board in Egypt, mont of them
very poor mon and women, raised £4,546, or more
than $17 each for the support of churches and scirools.
The Baptiste, among the Karens, have done equally
well, and have rocently contributed moaey to endow
a college. At Kioto 1 studied with thre keeneat in-
tereet Mr. Neosima's collegiate school, which will o
day, I hope, become tire leading Christian university
of tire Japanese Empire. It contains at proeet 160
young mon, hall of whom, are likely to become ovan-
gelista to, their own people. The total grant in aid
from the American Board to this scirool is oniy $160
a yoar. The membemship of tire nineteen native
Japanese churches under the care of the Amemican
Board of Missions is now about one thousaad, cf whom,
more than two hundred were recently recelved. These
members have centributed for Christian pumposos over
oight dollars each, a sum, sa compared with the prico
cf laboulr, equal te forty dollars in the United States.

'When tire middle clas is reached in India at largo,
and in China, as f ully as it iras been ini Japan, tire
native thurches may ba expected te, become self -sup-
porting in an equal degreo with those cf Japon ; but
net before. It is true that there are churches in
Japan that have sent back funda te, the American
Board witir the remark: "lWe need ne more assist-
ance." Why, then, sirould funds ho sent te, China
aad te, India 1 The case is different in China and in
India from that la Japan, ciriefly because in Japan
missions have reached tire middle clasmes more tirer-
cughly tiran they have ia China and in India at large.
Even whea native churches undertake the support of
their own preachers largo fuadi may yet be needed
from abroad for sohools, printing presses and modical
missions.

Tire Christian Churcires cf tire world sirould be sat-
isfied with nothing lois tiran sendiag eut co ordained
missionamy for evory 50,000 cf tire accessible pagan
population cf the world.

In the oelebrated Madura mission, in Seutir India,
probably the mnt effectively managed missienary
centre that I personally studied, this proportion cf
labourera te thre population has been tire ideal, nover
attained indeed, but unflinchingly held up as the
standard cf duty. On the plan cf three ordained
missionaries te hall a million in tire f oreiga field, and
coete cae thousand in tthe home field, thre wholo
wcrld might be brought te a knowledge cf Christian-
ity within fil ty yeara.

No Churcir ought te, call ituelf thoroughly aggressive
and evangelical that doos net expend, for thre support
cf missions at largo, at loant co dollar for every five
it expeads on itself.

Infidelity in ocoupying the field cf the upper and
middle classes. Imported unhelief, in many quartera
cf Iadia, China and Japan, in as great a danger among
educated native circles as hereditary unbelief. Tire
ablest mon are needed et the front ; and sucir mon
have newhere on earth to-day a wider opportunity fer
unefulness than in tire great cities cf India, China,
and Japan.

It in evidont, therefore, that tire longer tire Cirurches
delay occupying thre wircle field in this thomougir way,

-tho% longer wil bo tire offert neoded and thre greater tire

STUDENTS' MISSIONARY SOCIE TY 0F
THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE,

MONTREAL.

FOURTEINTH ANNUAL REPORT, 1882.3.
The following are the niissionaries for the sumnmer

Of 1883, with their respective fields:
Mr. G. Whillans, B A., Manitoba; Mr. W. bi.

Rochester, Manitoba; Mr. J. A. McLean, Chaudière,
Que.; Mr. D. L. Dewar, Mattawa, Ont.; Mr. J. C.
Campbell, Eardley, Que.

Since the inception of this Society its object bal
been to foster a missiontry spirit and promote mis'
sionary work; and in reviewing its labours for the
pust fourteen years, feels that this object has been re
alized to a great extent. Ail students in connectiffi
with the college are expected to be members. Durillg
the summer vocation several of its members labo«r
in fields selected by the Society. The funds are de'
rived from the contributions of the fields suppliede and
the subscriptions of students and their friends througb»
out the Church. Several fields have already beels
transferred to the different Presbyteries within whosd
bounds they are situated. As anticipated in the r&
port of last year the Society has much pleasure in te-
porting to its many friends, that the mission field Of
Massawippi, Coaticook, and Richby bas been handed
over to the Presbytery of Quebec who will settle a"
ordained missionary in the field at an enrly date-
During the collegesession the Society supplied tb*
above field. Onslow and Eardley, a new field takiO3
up by the Society this session, was supplied durix1g
the months of january, February and Match.

MISSION WORK-SUMMER, 1882.
,r. Massaws/qi Grouo. (Mr. D. McKay, B.A-y

Missionary.)-Massawippi, Richby and Caticoolc-
This district bas been under the care of the Society
for the past six years. The growth of the mission b$9
been encouraging. At the request of the Society
these three places have bien organized into a congrTe
gation which we hope will be self sustaining in tbha
course of a few years. In the meantime the peoPO
promise to raise $450 while the Presbytery have agriw
to ask $250 from the Home Mission Committee to
place a settled pastor in the charge early in the PO
sent year. Our Society bas no cause to regret tiri
labour expended and the money given for the supp0"ý
of the Gospel in this place. A Prembyterian chàCe~
has bien planted and a congregation formed whcro
six years ago the name of such a church was aIn10'4
unknown.

j. CAambly and Longueuil, Quo. <Mr. J. C. MOt
tin, Missionary.-Chambly is a town of about 0
inhabitants, two-thirds of whom are French Rowo"
Catholics, situated on the Richelieu River, sitc
miles from M ontreal. Longueuil is immediately acr4ou

the river from Montreal, and sixteen miles fo
Chambly, population about 3,000, three-fourthl Of

whom are French Roman Catholics. Sone years 000
Presbyterian services werc held here, but for 1018W
years pût these services have been discontinuid.

Owing to the small number of Presbyteirili11

these places and as the Episcopalians and MethoLb'
have had regular services for many years the Se
deems it unnecessary to continue this mission.

3. Chaudiere and Mkgantic, Que. (Mr. A.
Missionary)-The village of Chaudière is situaed00
Lake Megantic, about seventy miles east of the City 01

Sherbrooke. The population is about 500, C60
French Roman Catholics. Mr. Currie found tW#
Presbyterian families in this village together
several of other denominations. Services wt
in a sehool-house every Sabbath morning and 411 9

to an average attendance of thirty. fi ve persons. io
were taken during the summer towards the 0e
of a church, a building site was secured an 1
funds collected and it. is hoped the building.fn0
erected at an early date. This field iu pronI1tw~
*hi* country about the villae is fast settlint gJ
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