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address was 4 cawpanted by a purse containing the

handsome sum o $107, which was handed to the re.
cipient by Mr W, Akitt. Mr. Fraser said a few
words in rep'y, | cartily thanking the donors for their
valuable gift wud kind address, and expressing the
hope that the tukens af deep spiritual interest, already
shewing themselves in the congregation, might be-
come more m. .cst, and that all might b: fiund
more earnest and active in the time to come. A de-
lightful evemng was spent over the contents of the
well-filled brskets, with which the ladies had come
provided, and 1n histeming to an impromptu concert,
in which, 1n addution to Jocal talent, a large part was
borne by Mr. Rabant Haddon, of Knox Cullege, whose
admirable rendeinyg of several recitations drew forth
great applause,

THE new it e for the congregativns of Furst and
Second Chan;uacousy (May field and Claude), which
has been unuer construction during the past season,
has lately been completed, and is now occupied by
the pastor, the Rev. R. D, Fraser, and his family. It
stands on the ,lcbe lot or five acres, close to the vl
lage of Claude. The building 1s of red bnick, with
arches over doors and windows, and bases and caps
of chimneys of white brick, and with Caledon frec-
stone door and window stlls ; twa storeys, with cottage
roof. The cailings are ten fcethigh, both on ground
and first floors, and the study, drawing-room, dining-
room and hall, are finished with nich cornice and
centre pueces.  The rooms are eleven in number, and
are so arranged that the entire house is easily heated.
The congregations have shewn a Jaudable desire to
have the new manse both elegant and comfortable.
Now that it is finished it holds its own well amonyg
the scveial handsome residences in the commmumty,
The total cost of the building is $2,500, which 1s di.
vided equally bLetween the two congregations, and
which will be paid in full at no very distant date.
‘These cungregations arenowexceedingly wellequipped
in regurd to buildings, the brick churches and the
large school-halls and sheds, built dunng the late
pastorate of Rev. R. Croll, now of Simcoe, being
equal to those belonging to any country congregations
in the county.

THE ordination and induction of the Rev. David
Y. Ross, M.A., Presbyterian minister appointed to
the charge of Westport, Newboro’, Morton and Delta,
took place in the church at Westpo:t on the 29th inst.
The Presbytery of Brockville at its last meeting dele.
gated several of their number for this purpose.
Some of these, Lowever, were unable to be present.
At four p.m. the ordination seivice took place, con-
ducted by the Rev. J. Richards, of Lyn, and the Rev.
George Burafield, M.A,, of Brockville. At the con-
clusion of the scrv-cethe newly ordained minister was
conductegd to the duor and heartily welcomed by the
people. In the evening a welcome tea-mecting was
held, which was largely attended and heartily enjoyed.
Mr. E. Siiter, of Morton, was unanunously called to
the chair. Highly interesting and instructive ad-
dresses were then given by Mr. W, 11, Fiedenburgh
and Mr. Hastings, of Westport ; Mr. John Dmflig, of
Newboro’, the Rev. Mr. Richards, Rev. Mr. Burn-
field and the Rev. David Y. Ross. A choice selcction
of mmusic was at intervals rendered by the chorr, Mrs.
Web-ter presiding at the organ.  On account of the
vccasion of the meeting pleasant recollect:ons of 1t
will remain.  The people have expressed the wannth
of their feclings to their new pastor and his anuable
partner by many kindly deed: as well as wouds.
That the Losd may prosper hum in his woik 1s the
prayer of many.

THF annual «a meceting held in connection wath the
Sabbathschootof Haynes’avenue Preshytenan Church,
St. Catharincs, on the cvening of Dec. 28th, was onc of
unusualinterest. The house was flled to the door,
there not baing sufficient sitting room to accommodate
all, as a nummbzsr were present from the various con®
pregations in the aty. The programme was vatied
and intesesting throughout. The first part of thepro-
gramme consisied of singing, readings, etc., by the
Sabbath school childien. Tea was then served, and
after singing a hymn, the Rev. George Burson, of
Kaux Church, and the Rev. Mr. Schuelor, of Hamil.
ton, addressed the meeting with much acceptance.
At this stage of the meeting the superintendent pre-
sented Mr. C. E. Hamilton with an illuminated ad-
dress, on behaif of the Haynes’ avenue.and Merritton
congregations, expressive of their regard and appre-
ciation of services rendered by Mr. Hamilton, To

this Mr. Hamilton suitably replied, and was follov.ed
by short addresses from Mr, Aiken, of Winnipeg,
Mr. Hamilton's future partner, Mr AT Fother-
ingham, of Mcrritton, and Mr. Alea. Uiquhart. In Mr.
Hamilton’s departure from this city the churches
lose one of their most active workers, and his loss is
much regretted by all, having become a general fav-
ourite with all denominations, his labours having been
abundant, and not confined to any one denomination.
The report read Ly the superintendent in connection
with the school was very encouraging. ‘T'he school
has contributed this year to the schemes of the Church
over $40.

‘FHE past two Subbaths witnessed a new stage in
the history of Presbyterianism, in the township of
Hope. ‘The old church at Perrytown, which had been
erected about thirty five years ago was vacated, in or-
der to enter the new building which the congregation
has just erected in Garden Hill. It was decided to
open the new and handsome edifice and to dedicate it
to the worship of God on the last day of the old year
and, to continue dedication services on the first day
of the new year,in erder that the year (1881) might
mark the inauguration of the church. Hence, the
congregation made efforts to secure Sabbath supply
for these two Sabbaths, and success crowned therwr
cffurts by the services of four Presbytenan ministers
having been secured.  Rev. W. Aimstrong, M.A., of
Ottawa, preached the first sermon in the new church,
to a very large audience. The text was Luke vi. 5,
¢ For He loveth our nation and hath built us a syna-
gogue.” This was followed in the afternoon by Rev.
R. ]. Beattie, of Port Hope, who preached from Luke
xv. 10, and by Rev. R. F. Beattie, M.A,, of Balumore,
1 the evening, from Hebrews ii. 3 On January 2nd,
the Rev. Mr. Hunter, of Parkdale (Toronto), preached
two appropriate sermons. The church was crowded at
all the services,and the discourses were listened to with
rapt attention.  The soirec on the evening of Christ-
mas day was very largely attended, many being unatle
to gain adnuittance.  About $300 was realized by the
soiree and collection. The new church cost about
$4,000.

SABBATH $oHOOL % EACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS
LESSON 111,

T8 PROPIIECY OF ZACHARIAS. {

Jan. 16,
1831,

Luke i,
63-79.

GoLDEN TEXT.—** The dayspring from on Zigh hath
visited us,”—Luke i. 78,

HOME READINGS.

M. luke i. 56.66...... The Birth of John.

Tu. Lukei. 67.69...... The Prophecy of Zacharias.
Gen. xvii. 1-14....Circumcision.

Th. Pe Ixxxix. 1-23 ... The Horn Exalted.

f. DPs.cxi t-10 The Fear of the Lord.

5.  Gen. xxii. 1-18....God’s Oath to Abraham.
Sab. Mal. it 1-30...... The Forerunner Foretold.

HELPS TO STUDY,

Zachatias, receiving the prediction of the angel (see Les-
son .} with incredulity, was struck dumb, and continued 1n
that wotnlition antil that prediction was pataly futlfilled i the
Litth of his son.

The cpisole of Mary's visit to_Elisabeth intervenes, with
the hynin of pain which formed the subject of Lesson 11.

1.ale, in his opening chapters presents us with three re.
markable Christan songs : (1) The Song of Mary (Magesfi-
«at), (2) The Song of Zachanias (Femedicins), (3) The Song
of Suncon (Aune Dimitts). Praise to God for the coming
of Chist, -nd for the great salvation which He came to
work out, forms the Lurden of all three.

It is with the sscond of these that we have to doin our
present lesson. It was the first utterance of Zacharias after
the restoration of his speech, and it consists of two sentences
—the fist (vere, 68 73) havingreference directly and entirely
10 the Saviour’s advemt 3 the second (vers. $6-79) beginning
with a direct addicss 10 his own child,Jand containing a pre-
diction of that child’s destined office, but recurving irresis.
1ibly 10 the gicat subject which occupied the mind of the
venerable piiest, the manifestation of Him whose shoe-
latchet John the Baptist should not be worthy to unloose.

Under the following headings the lesson may Le pretty
thoroughly analyzed (:; Tke Fyomise of Salvatiom, (2) TAe
Noture of Sakaition, (3) The Annoumcement of Salzation,
(4) 73¢c Danm of Safvation, ($) The Egus of Salvation,

1. THue PROMISZ OF SALVATION,—vers. 67-73. Most
of the cxptessions uted by Zacharias in this hymn can be
tiaced to the Old Testament. e repeats the words of the
ancicnt prophets, with probably a clearer undersianding of
their reaning than these prophets themeelves possessed,

Zacharias was filled with the Holy Ghost. 1If so,
then his words were inspired. See Num. xi, 255 2 Sam.
xxiii. 23 Joel ii. 23,

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel. The same form
of words may be found in several places in the Old Testa-
ment, such as 1 Kingsi. 48 3 Chron. xxix. 10; Ps, xli.
13, etc. ‘The word **bissed” transiated into Latia gives

to the hymn the name Sesedictus, by which it wasknown to
the early Chiistian Churchi.

For {!c hath visited and redeemed Ilis people.
God can speak of the things that awe 19 Le as if they abieady
wete, and so can a norhcl speahing in God's name and by
the inspiration of the Haly Spirit. . Even as far back as
Psalm cxi. 9 we find redemiption spoken of in the past tense.
God’s promise is as sure as actual possession. Itis thusthat
Old Testament believers were saved.

And hath raised up a horn of salvation, Those ani-
mals that have horns have them for putposes of ddfence and
attack. On this account the horn was used figuratively by
the Hebrews as a symbol of power or strength,  See Psalm
exxxii. 17; 3 Sam. ii, 103 2 Sam. xxii. 3.

House of His servant David.  Sce 2 Sam, vii. 26;
Isalah xi. 35 Amos ix. 13§ Jer. xxiii. §.

As He spake by the mouth of His holy prophets.
Compare Actsiit. 213 1 Pet. 1. 10. There are many intimae
tions of the coming salvation to be found in the O{d Testa-
ment, from Gen. iti. 15 to Mal. iii. 1-3. Zachatias may be
tegarded as the representative of Old “T'estament piiests and
proplicts rejoicing over the antiupation of the speedy fultil-
ment of the expectation of centurics,

That we should be saved from our enemies. Com-
pate Paalm cvi. 10, 47.  No doubt most of the Jews of that
day expected merely such a deliverance as thete ancestors
had expericnced from the handsof the Egyptians, As<yntans,
ctc. The du nination of the Rumans and the petty tyranny
of Herod were most galling to them ; aud they eagerly
looked for the Messiah, but they regarded Him mezely as
one who was to bring about a political revolution and se-
cute to them the excrcise of civil libeity.  But when we
contemplate the character and intelligence of such nien as
Zacharias and Simeon—their piety, their retited life, their
apparent indifference to political matters, combined with the
enthusiasm_cxpiessed in the language which they used in
speaking of the coming deliverance—the conclusiun 1s al-
most irresistible that they understood something of the toe
character of Chiist’s kingdom and of the natuse of the sat.
tion which He was to bring.

The metcy promised to our fathers, Sce Gen. xast.
43 xxviii. 343 Deut.vit. 125 Psalm cv. 85 ovi. 43,

1%, Tie NATURZ OF THE SALVATION.—vVers. 7475
‘The enemies mentioncd in verse 74 are evidently tuose
enemics that hinder us from serving God,  These may be
temporal, but they ate much more likely to be spisitual.
“The salvation wlich Christ brings enables us to serve God
without fear of hindsance from without, and alsc without
any slavish dread or terror of the God whom we love and
worship (See Ismiah xxxv, 103 Rom. viii, 155 3 Tim. w175
Heb. 1. 35). But of this we may be assuted, that we can-
not scrve Gud without being saved from our own sins, which
are our worst encmics and our greatest hindrances.

In holiness and rigbteousness. The first of thece two
words, in the New Testament, refers to a person's purity ot
character, at d the second to his standing as 1cgards Godd's
law. Christ lestows * righteousness ™ upon the believer,
and he i then said to be justifed ; the Holy Spirit woiks
“ holiness ™ in the believer, and when the work is com-
pleted he is :aid to be sanctiffed.  Dut in this place **right.
cousness,” as well as ** holiness,” is applied to the conduct,
or walk; and when used in that way **righteousness”
means uprightness, or just dealing with others, while ** holi-
ness ”* indicates more especially personal purity.

111, THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF SALVATION.—vers. 70,
97. Here, fura moment, the seer tuins to his own child
and predicts his mission as the Saviour’s herald, acting 2
subordinate but important part in preparing for the great
deliverance.

To prepare His ways. See Isaiah xi. 33 Mal. iii. 1.
The burden of Joln's preaching was *“ Repent ye for the
kingdom of heaven is at harnd.”  That was the prcparation.

o give kaowledge of salvation. Johncould not give
salvation, but he could give the knowledge of it, he cuuld
point men to Jesus; and when we 1ead his history we find
that he did so, telling them to ** Behold the Lamb of God
which taketh away the sin of the world.”

1IV. THE DAwN oF SarvaTioN.—ver. 38,  The follow-
ing extract i< from the **S. 8. Times™ : ** In describing the
revelation of Chnist as the Redeemer of men, Zachatias says,
the dayspnng from on high hath visited ts. Tius
splendid figu-c of speech is taken from the dawn of the
morning on thc night.  And in onlcr to undeistand fully the
force of the thetoric, we must bear in mind ouc of the na-
tural phenomena of those eastern regions.  Ho puie 1s the
atmosphere ihere, so far south, that clouds n tuc sky are
not usual save in the rainy scason.  There seems really noth-
ing to hinder the sun’s going down, nothing to get inthe
way of his rising again.  \Wnen he sets, he goes abrupily
behind the adjacent hill; when he nises he conies up unan-
nounced, and in 3 quick moment 1 altogether on hand for
his daily work. That is to say, there is positively ro twi-
light, as we describe it, in those latitudes.  The instant the
day reaches uts natural close, the sun appears to slide down
the sky without any leave-taking.  Just so when the dawn
starts.  When yesterday’s monarch dismisses himselt, and it
is time for to-day’s to succced him, there he is, unhenalded
and serenely unhurried, calmly seated in his shining pavilion
of clearair. Nothing surprises a tourist more than this sud-
den change.  Zacharias scizes this astonishing figure, and
tutns it to account. For four centuries it had been datk—
datk with sin, dark with ignorance, datk with oppression—
and now in one excited instant of disclosure the Sun of
Righteousness had risen with healing in Hiswings No won.
der his heast was full ; no wonder that his dumbness gave
way, and his glad voice lifted sucha song!™

V. Titx EFFECT OF SALVATION.—Ver. 79. There is no
more common figute in sny langulfc than the putting of
light for knowledge and datkness fot ignorance.  Indack-
ness we can neither see the dangers by which we are sur-
tounded, nor the way in which we ought to proceed;: it ix
20 also in our natural condition of ignorance regarding the
dange:s of sin, the claims of God's law, the direction of the
path of daty 3 but the Gospel comes to givelight 10 them
that sit in darkness end in the shadow of death, to
guide our feetinto the way of peace,



