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alone. Of tho latter wesh1all only say now that
it appears to be a cenimon-sense, practical
,volume, and te contain many valuable sugges-
tions on the subject to whicb. *it relates. We
hope shortly to present our readers with a re-
vicw of this new ýublication from. the pen of one
of the uxost acconxplished, enthusiastic and suc-
cessful pear culturists in Canada, and pending
the fulfilment; of thlis hope, we dismiss Ilpear.
culture" for the present.

THE PRE SSING 0F SEEDS TO INORE ASE
TEU3IR~ ?RODUCTIVENESS.

lI the last nuniber of the ONTÂRio FARmER
we coilated some ver-y curiousB and instructive
facta relating te, tho fructification of iwccds, as
expcrimentally deterxnined by Professer Buck-
mari. We now procecd tefoiloîv up an analogous
subjeet, based chiefly on the saine authority.

The steeping of seed grain li strong-, rainerai
solutions, with a vieiw of cleansinýg it ana of
killing the minute gerins of fungi wvhich inay
attacli themscîves to the epiderinis, is an an-
cient and valuable practice. Pure sced grain..
not only frce from, the seeds of weeds>l but aise
sounld and healthy, is a condition of thec utmost
importance to the .farmer. It las been asserted
by seme the" fertllity may be censicrably li-
creascd, and indeed, manure, li some cases,
superseded, by :n-crustirg tlie seed with niaterials
of a fertiliz ing character. IlThe subject is one
on w.ihich we have made a numbcr of experi-
ments on a large scale, and the conclusion
ariivcd at was, thatt the rneiî"nical absorption
of the -varions ammoniacal and other saîts in
whlich tlue seeds of -wheat had been steeped, had
ne influence nt al ozi their productiveness."1

M. Trehounais describes the theory on which
ho recommends the Ilincrustatien!' of the seed
with fertilizing raatter -as fullows :-Ho cites e.
periments by M. ]3oussingault, in which au
artificially prepared soul produced ne growthi
until the addition of smaU portions of xinerd
salts, after whîch, the plants grew as weil as in a
gard9n. strip ; Iland this," lie says, Ilnaturaly
leads us to ask tuie question, whetlîer, instead
of incurring, great exzpense and trouble in
manuring the soil thoroughly with heaps of
dung, containincy but a smail per centageo f.
fcrtilizing inaAer, i]îich is stli reduced and leu 1
a.vailable te the plant by being dissenlinatet,
over a larger surface than tho, roots of the plant
cau possibly cempass, it is net *possiblei te;
manure the seed îtself-tIt la, surround it by'i
a crust formedl of thie very mineral substane;
which are neccsssry te its growfli lu the saineý
prüÈortion as they are ýfound te, exlst in the seed,
and in a sufficient quantlty te represent exsctly
the weight ef the aggrcgate mainerai sulbstanes
which are abstracted from the seil by the -eil.~
matured normalI plant? The crust couldtheai
lie considered as the more extension of thie seeal
te a larger bulk_; and as the seed contains wIut~
la necessary te feed germination, and eveato
form. a comploe plant, though limited lu weigbd
te, the extent; of food contained li the seed, soi
the seed being increased te any requiredl nnMbr2
of times its size and weight by the agglomer-
tien of substances sucli as phosphates, nitrateý
and silicates, woxuld, be able te supply te Uic
growing plant thle necessary elements of norini-
growth ana perfect matnrity." Our autior-
marks witii respect te this ingenious and some-
what plausible theory, that " the only probab!e
resuit wouid lie an injury donc te thxe viiaiity
of tlic seed." .

TABLE OF SEEDS S(YWN PER ACRE ANWD PER FOOT.

Seecling Wcight of INo. of S Ses
in_____ bjhl Seài b. Seeda UNo. of seeds sown per acre. sur o
inuels cre.lbs in alb.

Wlieat - - -
flarley . .
Q)ats - - -.
Vete-hès- - -
flean (h11rze) -
Fesse - - -
.... --

Lucene -
Saiioini - -
'Clover 7- i

l to 2
3 to 4
3 to 6
3 to 4
2 to 3
2 to 3
21 teO 3

4

60 te 120
150 te 220
120 te 240
180 te 240
120 te 190
120.te 19.0
140 te 180
loto 20

1.2.to 20

10,500
15,400
20,000

8,300
1,00.0
2,000

100,000
2000002W,300
370,000

630,000 te 1,260,000
2,310,000 tu 3,3M,000
2,400,000 te 4,800,000

14,400 te 1:952, 000
120,000 te 190,000
240,000 te 380,000

14,000,000 te'18,W00,000
3,200,0W0 te 4,000,00

1,864,000
4,440,000 te 7,400,000

14 te Q.
52 tu 70
55 W 11V
32 te 4.
.3 to 4j
5î toSý

320 to a'.
75 te So
43 te, 41
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