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has riot lit. n made h< rt as in the'
Okanagan, althoiigh the xossil)ilities
t!iere art very great.

Since the comimenceme'nt of the' war
it is cvi<Ient that the production of fruit
in Canada als a whole bas fallen off

serrnously an(i, while it is gratifying to
know that thte commercial orchards arc
iaing given attention, yet it is unfor-
tunately truc that the farmers' or-
chards through- ut the country are'
lieing more or less neglected. Diseaie
andl insects are destro> ing the trees anmd
it is possible that, on the' return of
normal cond(itionls aftcr the war, C'an-
ada will have tu import a large part of
its fruit. Whiie i couid flot advocate
the' wiî<>esale and in<iscriminate plant-
ing of orchards, 1 do believe that in-
telligent pIanting in moderat;on shouid
be much encouraged as wc have every

reason t< believe th-it. with the' great
<Ieseiopmnent which wili naturaliy corne
to the' cotintry in tht' near future, fruit
gro'Aý;! wiii lie found to lie ont' of the-
most profitabile Unes of agriculture.
i would earnt'stly urge ail farn -s to
preserve their orchards, giving them ail
the care possible, anti feel sure that,
taking the average returns over a given
nunber of ycars, tl ýiii le found that
there is no more profitabile uine of
agriculture.

Thte Fruit Branch wilJ c<însi<ler it a
privilege at ail times tu give information
with respect to the' picking, grading,
packing and marketing of the' fruit
cr<>p, and wiil lie glad to co-operate in
the organization <if co-operatise as-
sociations or in the lîringing together,
to their mutual acisantage, the' pro-
ducer, dealer and consumer.

"pit e<quator"
Bv A. SAILOIt

'MDINNER at the "Yew Treeà" was
Walways a formai affair, and any

guest there was always rather careful
to show bis or ber best conversationai
ability, cbiefly because formality ratber
than enjoyment seemed to be the
desired feature at that funiction.

Now Miss Hoiland, wbo was no
longer young, iived in tbe quiet se-
clusion of a small bouse in the village,
and sbe bad aiways found ber invi-
tations to the' Yew Trees" rather
fewer and fartber between tban she
couid bave desired. Consequentiy,
finding berseif a guest tbere for the'
evening sbe was quite determined to
show herseif rather more than equai
to the occasion; and when somebody

turned tht' conversation to travel,
baving herseif just come back front a
sbort stay in the' Argentine, she quite
thought ber opportunity bad cornte.

A feilow guest, a lieutenant home on
leave, had just finisbed a short de-
scription of the Rcck of Gibraltar.
Miss Holland couid go ont' ietter, she
knew it; she had flot stopped short at
Gibraltar, slhe bad made a real voyage.
So she asked the lieutenant in tbe
quiet voice of complete superiority
wbetber be had seen the' Equator.
Ht' was forced to admit be bad flot;
in self defence be quoted the' time
honored chestnut of tbe erring youthful
scboiar who had described it as "an
imaginary 'lion' running about the
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