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ary opinions, and in 1327, he composed his drama,
“ Cromwell.” In 1329, he published his *Last Days
of 1 Comdemned Criminal,”” the terrific interest of
which secured it an immense suceess. M. ITugo pre-
pared a further attack onthe stift and unnatural style
ot French dramatic literature in his“IHernam,”’ at the
Thédtre Franeais, February 26th, 1830, and it caused
a scene of riotous contusion. The Academy went so
far as to lay a complaint against his attempted inno-
vation at the toot of the throne: Charles X. sens bly
replied that *“in matters of art he was no more than
a private person.’”  Shortly after the Revolution of
July, 1830, his *¢ Marion de Lorme,” which had
been suppressed by the censorship under the Restora-
tion, was broughtout with suceess. “Le Roi s'amuse”
was performed at the Thédtre Frangais in January,
1832, and the day after its production was inter
dicted by the Government. M. Vietor Hugo, who
published a number of dramatic pieces of various
merit, after many struggles was admitted into the
Academy in 1341, and was ereated a peer of France
by Louwis-Phillippe.  In 1849 he was chosen Presi-
dent ot the Pcace Congress, of which he had beena
leading member.  After 1836, M. Victor Hugo re-

. sided 1 exile in Jersey. Guernsey, and clsewhere,

and retused to wvail himself of the general amnesty
issued Angust Toth, 1859, On the fall ot the em-
pire,.however, he hastened back to his native coun-
try, entered heartily into a Republican movement,
and was returned to the National Assembly at Bor-
deaux. which he soon quitted in dixgust. sending on
March tith, 1871, the following characteristic letter to
the Prestdent, M. Grevy :—=Three weeks ago the
Asesmbly retused to hiear Garibaldi: to-day it refuses
to hear me. [ resign my <cat.” M. Iugo then re-
paired to Brus<els, but the Belgian Government,
alarmed by his violent writings, expelled him from
the country.  He then sought refugein the little town
of Vianden, 1w Luxemburg, where he composed
“L’Auné Terrible.”  Returning to Paris in July.
1871, he pleadwed earnestly for the Jives of Rossel,
Ferrd, and the othier Communists, to no efteet.  1le
accepted  the maiddat imperatit in the  tollowing
clections, but M. Vautrian defeated him.

much atter he quitted Fraoce in 1352
D .

He wrote
Hix satire, |

“ Napoléon le Petit,”” appeared at Brussels in 1852
“Les Chatiments."" at the same place in 1553 5 and

“Contemplations<,” at Pariz, in 1353, His tame rests
principally on hi~ Notre-Dame de Paris.” which has
heen translated into most European languages, and
i~ known in England under the the title of the
“Huanchback of Notre-Dame.” s semi-historie
and =ocial romance. ~Les Misérables.”™ translated
into nine languages, was issued at Paris, Brussels,
London. New Yark, Madrid. Berlin, St. Petershary,
and Turin the saume day, April 3. 1862, s last
novel, «* L'HHomme qui Rit,” appeared in 18549, M.
Victor Huago has heen a prolific writer.  His most
reeent works are ¢ Le Légende des Siceles” new
series, 5 vols. 1877-83. ¢« Histoire d'un Crime,”
2 vols, 1867-68, heing an account of Louis Napoleon's
coup d'etat : ~¢l.e Pape,”” a poem, 18785 “La Pitic¢
Supreme.”” o poem, 18791+ Religions et Religion,”
1880, a poem which, beginning, like the - Chati-
ments,” in a tone of comedy and irony. reviews
ereeds and svstems, passes from  Catholicism to
Nihilism, and concludes by an aflirmation of a
Theism without *catechisms, korans, and gram-
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mars ;" “Les Quatre Vents de
poems: and “Torquemada,” a
(1882).

I’Esprit,” 1881,
dramatic poem

G LALSTONIL.

The following clipping from the Toronto Weel
cloquently demonstrates wter alie the recent decay
of dignity in the British Iouse of Commons, whik
it justly culogizes the character of its late premier

No one who looks at English politics quietly fron
a distance, and is not a theroughgoing devotee of
Mr. Gladstone, will deny that there may be reasons,
suflicient at all events in the eyes ot Conservative.
for opposing s Government. Ilis Irish policy, hi
Egyptian policy, his extension of the Franchise te
untried masses without the provision of’ correspond.
lng safe-guards. all are fair subjects for criticism ang
rational grounds for difterences of opinion. But g
oue who is not rabid with political hatred ca
Imagine that Mr. Gladstone is a proper object
personal contumely and outrage. 1is characteri:
unblemished, his aims have always been the highest
his vast ability and marvellons accomplishments ar
disputed by none, he has served England for mor
than fifty years, his achievements in finance alone
would entitle him to the lighest gratitude, and if
majorities have any meaning, he is the elect of the
British people.  Yet with personal contumely aug
outrage he is continually assailed, not only by the
Irish members, but by men who pretend and think
themselves pre-emiuently entitled to the name o
cnglish gentlemen.  Llustrated papers in geuen
profess neutrality. QOne of therm, however. has a
extremely” bitter article against Mr. Gladstone o
the Russian question, inspired very likely by Jewisd
influence, for. behind almost every one of tho
curtains in England as well as on the Continen
there is a Hebrew. But in the same columns w
find a detailed description by another hand of :
< painful scene™ in the House of Commons,.“i:
which Conservative gentlemen howled at th
Leader of the House with that tone ot intense per
svonal hatred which may be noted iu the shout of :
mob on a racccourse day when they discover
welsher in their midst.” It is not wonderful tla
Mr. Gladstone should have assigned as a reason fo
his speedy retirement, ¢ the blow which has bee
struck at the liberties and dignity of. the House by
the modes of proceeding which within the last fe
years lave been introduced into its debates
There is no blackguardism like that of a gentlema;
when once he forgets himselt, because in his car
the insolence of class is combined with bratality «
mamet:  though there are soine perhaps on th
Tory as well as on the Irish benches to whom thi
reflection need not be extended.  As to the dignit
of the house of Commons, it has beeome a legend ¢
the past.  But it does not depart alone ; other att
butes still more indispensable in the case of
governing assembly are rapidly following it to th
gl'il\'e.

It must gratify every lover of freedom, politic
honesty and good government to learn, by laie
advices that Mr. Gladstone has decided not to retir
fron{: public life.




