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more precious, for the ¢vening was advancing
and an attempt to cffect the liberanon of Cla-
rence, from whose supposed place of durance
they were then not far distant, if not made
<hat mght, might be attended with obstacles
which it would beimpossible to surmount—sur-
rounded, as they now were, with numerons
and watchful enemies.

With hasty purpose the dead bodies weie
cragged 1o the side of the swamp and thrown
ato the pool, as the most cficctual means of
concealing them that suggested iiself in the
burry of the moment. But there were crim-
sonstains upon the green sward they could not
txde; arecord of their fate, traced i charac-
wrsof dreadful import, over their grave, which
they could not obliterate.

Secreting the canoe with care, near a small
raulct that ran from the morass. and drained
us hali-stagnant waters into a creck below,
they resumed their march ; yet not hejore Ar-
gmou, turping again to be assured of its secu-
nty and concealment, saw with deep concern
tiat the rapid watercourse was aircady unged
with the blood of the slain. It might divuige
2seeret to the Milicete he had much rather
should remain forever buried in oblivion.

The sun was setting as the tracellers stood
pon an clevated knoll, and gazed with excited
inlingsat the prospect beforethem.  Bencath,
2ahutie distance from the position they occu-
104, was sprcad out the calm surface of the
Kenncbecass, not, as they had first scen i,
nang through the over shadowing forest m
wath-like career; bug, having acquired isma-
ured growth, rotling a broad, majesuc niver,
rar us confluence with the St. John.  Atthat
sizce the tlood appeared enclosed, as it were,
-3 the projecung points winch pierced farnto
zscxpanse on cither side; though to the right
teeve coald desery themore distant headlands
224 coves which the river swept past, on its
Rssage 16 pour itself asatrbuteinto the bosom
« itz mightuer naghbour.

Directly n front, several islands, crowned
with dark pincs and birchen spray, rose from
e sheet of clear water, ke ememalds mmalake
= molien rubics, for the decp tlush of evening
tnzed the few clouds that hangin the wesiern
&7 with the richest hues, from the mellow
wange 1o themost dbnllant carmincand purple,
wh every vanety of mtermrdiate unt wheh,
e the colouss of adying dolphin, chanaed,
acessantly, as the orb of day sank lower be-
paath the hills westward of the St. John; or
the kight strips of cloud, lihe cnmson hanners,

- suled impercepubly onward.  While from the

firmament above a roseate blush was trans-
mitied to the mirror below—so pure, <o tran-
sparent, that himmner would have despaired at
any attempt to un.tate its exquisite, though
ilecting delicacy, by the poor resources of his
art. ‘The wooded shores, on either hand, were
overflowing with exuberant vegetation, and the
feathery foliage on their crests and projecting
limbg, reflecung the direct rays of the level
sun cre it sank, shone bike glowing gald above
the dark cvergreens and the crimson tde; then
as the radiance vanished from the leaves, and
the twilight approachied, all individual character
was Jost in one indiscrininate mass of shade.
Beyond the opposite shores, which rose bold
and majestic, long sweeping linesof hills could
be distingwshed, receding m beawiful perspec-
uve, one above the other, and thrown out in
relicf by dissimilanity of shadowing, uniil the
prospect terminated in an undulating, moun-
tainous ridge, blue and indistinctin the waning
light and the hazy horizon.

The whole scenn blended the clements of
the beautiful and grand i a degree that Ed-
ward was fain to confess he had scldom, or
ever witnessed before.  The pelluaid, spacious
river with its wooded amphitheatre of hills,in-
fimste in form and shade; the fairy isles, stud-
ding itsexpanse with their nich green coronals—
the gorgcous sky, the deep harinony of repose
which pervaded all, were sulficent 1o arouse
the admiration of the coldestobserver. Butan
ohject of more engrossing inicrest, at the mo-
ment, withdrew the eves of the lover from
that which at any other time would have call-
od forth sensations of most passionate Sclight,
so replete with graceful profusien and majes-
tic dignity were the romantic features of the
landscape.

Upon a sloping bank of the niver, directly
bencath the place where the travellers stood,
and close to a long, narrow sirip of land—
which appeared to connect the nearest islet
with the shore, were to be soen the cenclosing
fence, and white wigwams of an Indan village,
among the rude conesof which was contrastad
the dingy walls of a log cabin, nor was Ed-
ward wrong in the surmise that within tisroof
was contamicd the procious bung ever upper-
most in his thonghis.

The thin grey smoke, ascending from the
clusterad dwellings, mingled n a dim cloud
whach lingeral among the adjacent troes, ike
a blue vaponr, and w one place, a firc was
Lummng briskly in the open am, by the ssde of
which, several squaws and children were seat-
¢d, varioasly emplovad, while, ¢ver and 2non,



