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savagery of imisguided niobs. H-e %vas flot
a nmonarchiet as lie plainly showved by
bis energetic anti-royal policy; on the
other hand he wvas flot infatuated with
abstract ideas of liberty, and the sanie
prînciples of justice served hini unaltered
in defending the king of France and the
patriots of the American colonies.

The vast powers of compreh2nsion and
foresighit with wvlicli lie swvept the whole
political horizon enabled hini to discover
at an early stage the cyclone cloud wvhich
tbreatened France. In 1773 lie visited
that country and had the opportunity of
sounding some of the Ilsophisters, econ-
onists and calculators," and iniediately
scented danger. On his return lie gave
warning that the foundations of good
goverrnment were giving away under the
corrup)tion of [aise doctrine:. and baving
discovered the danger afar off, lie riveted
bis gaze uipon it %vith the utmost attention
and r nxiety. The hurricane struck France
with mnost deplorable consequences and
iBurke, incensed almost beycind control
at the sight of outraged hur:ianity, wvas
further harassed by tlie dread lest the foul
thing should infect England. It was then
he published his famous paper-" Reflec-
tions on the Revolution in France, and on
the proceedings in certain societies in
London relative to that event,'"-a paper
whicli might be said to have been the
barrier between England and French
Revolution. Already there hadl arisen in
IEngland a feeble current of disapprobation,
of the extravagancies going on across the
strait, and this pronounicemrent by Burke
gave that current a strong iniletus. The
Anglo-Saxon is naturally less impression-
able than bis subtie neighbor on the con-
tinent. Not so ready to conceive', be is
likewise flot s0 ready to forge. The past
fornis a long broad rudder to bis ethical
bark ; its traditions are flot ieadily
abandoned. It was this tenacity to
establislied order that Burke used as sait
to preserve public sentiment fron the
putridity of the rationalistic philosophy.
lie appealed strongly t-) this seutiment of
stability, he pointed out its wisdom and
its virt'ie and drew fromi it the Ilmilk of
human kindness.1» He exposed the base-
ness, vulgarity, degradation, inîpiety, un-
naturaltiess and horror of the new syqteru,

and took ocêcasion to throwv unbounded
odium on the society of English fanatics
who %vere holding upl the:r voices in
blatant synipatlîy %%ith the revolutionists.

A more poieritul rebuif there could not
be given to the progress of the newv systen-L
than his reflections on the proceedings in
France. Hie dwelt at length upon the in-
bunianity of trie doctrine; a doctrine
founded not upon the natural tenderness
of the humian heart, but conceiving
ecdi new ineasure in violence and
executing it in blood; a doctrine tlîat neyer
found other mieans to an end than evil
ones. One of bis finest bursts of indig-
nation occurs in lus reference to, the out-
rages committed upon the king and queen
of Fra- :e. After lus splendid vision of
Marie Arntoinette, he si-ames the fallen
bonor of Frenchnien;" 11 tliought,» says hie,
Iltlîat ten thousand swords inust have
leal)ed froni their scabbards to avenge even
a look that threatencd lier with dishonor.
But the age of chivalry is gone. That
of sophisters, econoniists and -zalculators
bas succeeded ; and the glc -y of Europe
is extinguislied forever.*" 'hat chivalry,
Iltlîe cheap defence of nations, the nurse
of manly sentiment and heroîc enterprise "
had indeed gone f roni France, and bad
been refflaced by a mechanical philosophy
of govertinient, Ilthe off-spring of cold
bearts aiid mnuddy understandings" wvhich
wvas to be supported by its own terrors and
the selfisli concerns of individuals. "Rings
wvill be tyrants fi-on policy wvhen subjeets,
are rebels fronu princil)le."

With stilt more force and keenness he
pointed to tbe consequent retrogression
of civilization iiself.
Civilization depends upon two things,
tbe spiiit of a gentleman and the spirit of
religion. It wvas tlîe nobility anid the
clergy tbat k'ept learning in existence
tlîrough the confusion of tbe past, and now
that tbe nobility and clergy %vere being
cast into the mire, learning would go
along wvith its natural protectors. Further,
commerce, trade, and manufactures gxew
in the sanie sbade as learning and would
also perish with their natural pTotectors.
"IAIl otber people," hie observed, Il had laid
the foundation of civil freedom in severer
manners and a systeni of more austere
and masculine morality." Whiat m-ust
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