
of social science are etninently well fitted at once to train and
develop the powvers of the student and to furnish hlm. with a
fund of ideas of the utmost importance, considered in them-
selves.

But it is in the training wvhich it would afford to students
whose ultiinate profession wvas to be that of tbe law that a
course of social science would prove most useful.

Let me endeavor to describe to you for one moment the posi-
tion in which a Iaw student at the present timie finds bimself*
I mean the average law student wbo goes tbrougrh a university
course. fie goes to the university wvith no very distinct idea of
the subjects that will occupy bis attention when he ultimately
reaches bis profession. Hie finds there, if he is atnbitious, that
there lies before bim the opportunity of distinguishing birnself
in classics, matbematics, in science, in modern languages, or in
metaphysics. To sncb one of those departments as he finds
most congenial to his tastes h.e devotes his special attention, and
at the end of four years receives bis degree, with bonors, and
goes forth with a full knowdedgre, according to the latest theory,
of the best means of blow-pipe analysis, or of the last develop-
mients in the method of tbe calculus, of the miles by wbichi the
pllacing of the accent on the anti-penuit is governed, or of the
latest and inost approved theory of morals. Hie is then, at the
end of bis course> transplanted to a field of entirely new con-
ceptions, and be devotes biinself to a technical course, gatber-
ing ide"s, in the best way be can, the principles of English
la'v from tbe disjointed, disconnected, ill-assorted niaterials
wvhicb are, as it were, tbrown at bis bead. Or, rather, be devotes
soine part of his time to this task, and a much greater part to
the acquirement of patclroutine; to 1earning tbe wbims
and foibles of the law officers with whom it is bis cluty to trans-
act business; of the quips and quirks of the profession; of tbe

mdsoperandi. And be enters bis profession not knowing in
wbat way the conception of IIaw in its technical sense is related
to other conceptions of law ; what are the essential elemnents of
law, analytically considered; wvbat are its subdivisions; bow
Englisb law bas developed into its present form; wbat are the
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