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'llie habits artid the~ lite of the t~k joyous, e-ntliusias:-ic young,-
people haechanged to the slow, quiet, repuseful minners os' older
peop~le. rind y'et with deliglit and with raititude they czin stili sit with

four fet on; the fender "enjoying many and niany a pica-sanit ruverie.
The férnder, ilin maiiy a1 home, suggeî inost happy recoliections.

1)oubtless sucli pictures as these of home life, wlitre is found titC truest
lhappiiiess, appeared to D)r. Hoinies as Ilis frieiîd answvered the q1uestioni
Il Wat is your ideai of lirippincss ? ' by repi3'ing so promptly, "Four

feet on the ferider."
Ini the loniely years which fullowed, tiiose words wvere oftezî recallcd

by the autocrat. As lie grew old lie did indeed try to be clîcerful, and
ais lie possessed a more buoyant spi)rit thann înost imci, it ivas flot as
difficuit a iatter as with ninny. i-le was blessed witlî a happy home ili
bis son's lîouse, and vet., as Mrs. Fields so trurlîfully says ini lier recett
clîarmiiig article, II D)r. H-oinies lîad nîaîîy Ionl-v, sad lîours anîd îîioods.>

Not long ago the fri-rd %lomi ive have quoted wvas ili B-,ost;'on
ai-ail], and caiiled to s-e D)r. Hoilius. I-le found Iiiii ini lits study
sitting- alone by the lire, lookizî soniewhat unhappy.

To tlîe visitor's solicitous grecting, hý: looke-(d Up quickly and said,
ini a patiietil: tonle of voice, '-Offly two feet on the fenider.'

l.-ow miuclu ivis iniplied in tliat answer ! T here wvas a. happy
homie, tiiere 'vere lovizîg clidreni, there %werc hosts of coinstanitly adnîir-
in- friends tu do honor to the pciet, and to show hirn nîaiiiy attentions.

But ah, tlic loving- wifé, vlio was neairer to hîizî than thicin ail,
whose life liad l>ezn bound with bis own. whio hiad bcen luis fireside
conîpanion. his lhcarCs hîest treasure, was no longer with inii. '<Only

Iwo feéet on, the fender ! "
"Four fect on the fesider,'* or II Two féet on the fenider," ah, what

a differeiîce it makes ini our hiearts anud ini our homes! Ho- it chianges
the face of ail tlîe world! It is liard up-hil work for mîany a loving
hîeart wlio misses the compinion of yontli and of miaturer ycars IVhîo
wvas ail tie world to Iiiîi or to lier, to try continually to live ini the
hiappiness of otliers, anîd to say Icss and Iess of one's own loneli,îess!

It is liard ini middle life, but it grows lia.rdler still as onec grows old!1
Not ma13' monthis before D)r. Holmies paisýed away, lie wrote to a
frie;îd], ia tryingr to bc a chiefful old muari, wlio lives nowlaey
ini the haîîpiiîcss oif younger p-.op)le." He e.icsosed a copy of biis poerT.,

Tu1e OlcI Man's I )rcanii." 'Many knew that lie iived iiiiucIi ini tie
past. The pîeop>le talked of biis checerfulnet:ss, bis enijoymnent oif othiers,
lus laye (il society, b tlihere were son rtiens lk Mrs. Fit:lds, wlîo
kîîew bis i<>ncliness, and wlio reniienîbe);rezi t drop ini oftcn to cheer
hily, anid to expiress tlîe sympathy tliey felt for one, wio said sn patheti-
cally, 4' Only two feet rii the fenidur ! -n M efi r~'Sad:d
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