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THE TH IEF AND THE vG4lLD.

In flie neiglibouring town there was
,, fair, and tiierefore ail the people weî*e
gone from the village to the town. Iu
the village, whlen evening camne, it -%as
quite sUlEnt.

Tw'ilighlt sanit down gradualiy over
everything. Wien the m.rry noisy
birds hand erept into their roosting pla-
ces, the queer littie bats glided ftht
from Ilotes ln the ti-ee-sterr, and flow
gcntiy ilnl( softiy about thirough the
evening sky.

Am-an came round the corner of a
barn. He crcpt si!ently a-i-d in fear
along, th e walt, whiere *ai shadow was
strongest. Ho ginncedl around hlm
wiithi ansiety to sec whether any otiier
mnen were ont 10ho would se Ilim.-
«Vhen lie believed irnself unobserved,
lie climbed over the walI; thien lie crc--it
along on ail-fours likeo a cnt, tili ho caille
to an open '-vindow of a house, and then
lie disappearcd throughi the wvindow.

The man lmad Nid thonights lu bis
lîeart ho lieas a tliief, and hlad dleter-
inmcd to rob, the people of thie house.

Wien lic eîîtered by the -%vindow
hoe found himseif in an empty roomi,
and close to this room i'as a Chamber.
The door ieading into the chamiber ivas
Dot Iocked.

The tliief irn-.gino-d it possible, thiat
althoughi the people weire Lyolle to the
fair, soine one inight stil1'be in the

room ; therefore lie lîstened with bis
ear against tht. door.

Ho heard a child's voice, and 1oolking
intiruIî the keybole, by the glim.-

xnering hight froîn the wvindow, lie Saw
that a itechid 'was Sitting up ail by
ifself in its little bcd praying. The lit-
tic child. was saying the Lord's ['rayer
before going to sieep, as it liad been
taught by its mother to do.

The inan was'pondering lîoi lie
znigli best rob tlic bouse, when the
child's clear, tond voice feil upoxi his
ear as it prayed thie!e iyords :

"AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTA-

TION, BUT DELIVEIl US FROM~ EVIL !t"

The wvords sn-ote the man's hcart,
and his sltimberiug1c conscience awokWOIe
1le 1'elt how great 1 vas the sin lie wa5i'
about to commit. He also folded ]lis
bands and praycd :"And lid nis not
into tom ption, but dcliv'cr us from cvii."
And oîîr dear Lord hoard hlm.

By the sanie rond that lie lîad corne
lie returned, and crept backz into ]lis
chamber. Here lie repentcd -%vith biis
wliole lîcart of ail the cvil lic liad donc
la blis life, besonglut Godl for foi-crivcies,
and retnirned tlian<s te hlmi for' tic pro-
tection lie liad Sent te bhlm tlurough flue
Voice of a pionis cluild.

Ie las since becoine an industi ions
and honest man. -Dial of Love.


